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THE 


PREFACE 


TO THE 


READER 


He firſt thing that is uſually inquired C 

after in a Book, is, who writ if 2 

q © and according agthe—Author is liked 

| nr diſapproved, the Seafonireftew is paſſed 

without tating the gigs te, examme ong 

tittle of it. \ © 

| Could my NjWESP ba a 

on to the Book) it < 

cealed ; tut I am none of thoſe, who have 

acquired any Fame in the World, nor of 

them that defire it. Tbs 

The only deſign of theſe following Leaves, 

Zs, to do good; and if I may attain my end, 

4 defire no thanks ; And if I miſs it, 1 am 

| #45 unwilling to " Reproaches or Hatred 

L ſo that if [ may but be unknown, it is all t 
{aſpire to. 

® I am forced by my Subjeft, #0 reflec 

IBS . "IF 

| Prmetimes ſharply on the Fellies, and Viees 
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of Men in Authority, and I muſt expect 
this will anger them, and it will be a much 
eaſier Task ( in revenge ) to inquire into 
my faults, than to amend and reform their 
own ; and if they can find me as culpable as 
themſelves, this will be taken for a ſuffici- 
ent reaſon, why they ſhould not endeavour to 
be better, becauſe. their Reprover hath his 


faults,as well as they, and, it may be, great- 


cr, 


The Author of the (Whole Outy of 
Pan, and all thoſe excellent Pieces that 


followed, is as much to be admired for his 


Prudent, and Modeſt Concealment of ham- 


ſelf, as for any other thing ; and Jam fully 
perſwaded that thoſe pieces have done the 


more good in the World, becauſe they ſeem 
to drop from Heaven, and no man claims 
the Elonour of having written them. And 
as 1 have endeavoured to imitate that 
trave Man : ſo 1 ſhruld efteem it a mighty 
happineſs, if 1 might be as little known, as 
he, and this diſcourſe might but prove 


half fo uſeful to the World, as any one of his 


have done. 


It was long fince obſerved by Cicero, 


; That there was not any ſort of Life, whe+ 
ther Publick or Private, at home or a- 


- broad, whether a man converſed with 0+ 


: thers, or himſelf only ; which was deſti- 
tute of its peculiar Rules, and that the 
| * Excel- 
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 ® Excellence of Life conſiſted in Ating ac* 
* cording to them, all as Turpitude did in 
* negletting them. And the Lord Bacon 
in his Seventh Book of the Advance- 
ment of Learning, having diftributed 
that part of Morality, which relate to the 
I Duties of Men, into the General, or Parti. | 
cular or Reſpetlive , according to every 
mans Profeſliion, Calling , State , Perſon, 
and Degree, thus goes on. © The fir/! £1 
* theſe, 1 have already obſerved, is dis 
* ligently Cultivated, and Explicated ly 
* the Ancients, and others : and the latter 
* is by Parts alſo treated of, though I ne- 
* ver found it reduced into any perfett bod 
* of Science, nor do I blame the thus bon 
* ling of it in parts ; and perhaps it is bete 
"ter ſo todo. For who is of that Capacity 
® or Confidence, that he either can or dare 
* undertake to diſcourſe and define pertie 
* nently, and to the Life, of the particular 
"and Kelative Duties of all Orders, and 
5 onditions of Mem ? And thoſe diſcour« 
*ſes of ſuch Subjefts as theſe, which are 
" deſtitute of Experience, and are only 
" drawn from a General Knowledg, and 
* Scholaſtick Learning, for the moſt part 
" prove vain,and ufeleſs. For though the 
* Stander by do ſometime ſee more than the 
" Gamefter ; and there is a Proverb which 
"i more bold, than ſound, as it relates to 
; At * the 
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© be Cenſare of the Rabble concerning the 


« 4Aions of Princes, That he that ſtands 
« in the Vally can beſt view the Moun- 
« tain, yet it were much to be wiſhed,that 
« 20 man would concern himſelf with theſe 


« orts of Subjefts, but be that was very 
« expert, and well acquainted with them, 


« For the diſcourſes of Speculative Men on 


© Praftical Subjeits, ſeem nothing better 


&« #0 them that are Converſant,and acquaint- 
« ed with them , than the diſcourſes of 
* of Phormio concerning War ſeemed to 
* Hannibal, who took them for mere 
* Dreams,and Delufions, But there is one 
* fault uſually attends this Experimental 
* ſort of Writers, that they never know 
* when they have commended, and Extolled 
© their Province enaygh. 

Thus far that Great Man hath diſcourſed 
of theſe forts of Duties, but I having him it 
Latin have perhaps taken off ſomething of 


the Elegance of bis Stile, Ly turning it ine 


zo Englith : yet it .wall give the Reader his 
ſenſe of theſe undertakings, and whether 
{ have done my part well or ill belongs not 
70 mebut to him to determine; only 1 witl 
afſure my Reader 1 did not conſult many 
Books fer it, bat I have rather end:avours 


ed to repreſent things as [ found th:m by 
£E XPETIENCe. 
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= Nor do I knaw of any one who before me 
| hath maae any ſuch Attempt, for tho many 
| have written the Law-part both in former 
times, and of late; yet the Moral part is 
either totally neglefed, or only to be found 
| 7#» Sermons, or ſome hints in other diſcour- 
ſes, which are very much too ſhort to give 
a clear, and ſatisfattory Account, ki two 
much ' diſperſed to be ſuddainly Collef- 
ed. | 
Tet there is hardly any Subjeft, that 
more deſerves or needs a diſcourſe of this 
Nature, whether we confider the Office I 
treat of, or the perſons that are employed 
Tu 1t. 

The Office of a Fuſtice of Peace is of a 
vaſt extent, and if my Reader be but plea- 
ſed to conJult the Heads of this diſcourſe, 
he will find it is no» barren Subjett for Mo- 
ral Refleftions : there is no one Virtue in 
the World of which a Juſtice of Peace, as 
ſuch, will not ſometimes ſtand in need, and 
there is no Vice neither which will not look 
worſe in him then in another man ; but I 
have ouly ſeletted them that were moſt per- 
tinent to my Subjeit, and for the reſt my 
Reader may mnch better conſult other Wri- 
Fers. 

4nd I have endeavoured to diſcourſe of 
 Pirtues,and Vices, in anorher manner then 
the Moraliſts uſually do, and it did well be- 

A} fit 


fre 
a 
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fit me ſo to do, while I conſidered them as 


| the Attendents of a pablict perſon, which 4 
By had a great influence upon the Communtty. t 
R | For a good Tuſtice of Peace 1s a publick ] 
=Þ | ble "ng, and does more good by his example ( 
” ( or might do ; if ſuch were not 100 uſually 
3 exvied,and hated ) than by his Authorit 'Y- 


exainple corrupts more, than he can reform 


: by his Severity. 
: If we confuder the perſons,that execute 


/ 
And again, a Wicked Ruler by his ill 
f 


"i this Office, ſuch a diſcourſe muſt reeds be 
] very uſeful; for tho the Arch-Biſhop of 
R Canterbury.,and his Ma efties Privy-Coun- 
; ſellors, and thoſe Judges that go the ſeve- 
&. | ral Circuits, and, in ſhort, almoſt all the 
V Great Miniſters of S'ate and Great Men 
; of the Nation, are a part of them, and are 
named in all the Commſſiions ; yet the per- 
= ſons who reſide in the ſeveral Counties, and 
| do attually execute the Office, are for the 
1 moſt part, Noble-men, and Lay-ventlemen, 
' er Lawyers ; whoſe Education hath not ge- 
| erally neceſſitated them to thoſe Studzes, 
that are requiſite to fit them for ſuch Moral 
| Reflections, and thoſe, that are beſt ac- 
quainted with them, will yet be pleaſed 
perhaps to ſee this diſcourſe ready laid te- 


5 gether to their hands, and Iam not with= 
: out alt hopes that ſome, or «ther may te ſo 
þ I ar 4 iſpteaſed with what what 1 have done, 
| as 
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as to do it better ; for Twill not deny that 
the Subjef deſerves a better Head, and 
Pen than mine : and it would pleaſe me to 
ſee the uſe of this ſuperſeeded by a better. 

"+ But till this is done, IT have only one Re- 
queſt to make to my Reader, That he would 
candidly interpret what I have written ; 
not out of a defign to find fault, and inſtruff 
my Betters; but kindly to repreſent to 
them the lovelineſs of Virtue,and the baſe- 
neſs, and turpitude of Vice, that ſo my 
Reager may from thence take occaſion to re- 
form himſelf in what is amiſs, and to give 
God hearty thanks for preſerving him from 
the reſt of thoſe Crimes, which have not yet 
touched him. | 

And as for thoſe, who may take excepti- 
ons, I do aſſure them 7 never intended to 
reflect perſonally upon any one man in the 
World, and Tfear there is #2 one paſſage in 
the whole Book, bur what may too pertinent- 
ly be applyed to too great a Number of Men, 
[ wiſh it were otherwiſe. 

But then this may be added to the other 
Reaſons I have given, why I have concealed 
my Name, to prevent the Rabble from ma- 
king application of ſeveral of the worſt parts 

of my diſcourſe, to perſons for whom they 
were never Rad and if they ca» once 
Fnd out one, they will preſently pretend 
= they have found out all the reſt, and this 
A 4 was 
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tas: meant of this man, and that of the 0+ 
ther ; and ſo I ſhall become accountable for 
all their wild Surmizes. 

There is one other Exception which may 
lie againſt the whole,and that is,that by tele 
ling theWorld what ſort of men Magiſtrates 
ſhould be, 'T have given their Inferiours 
( who are alſo Naturally inclin'd to be more 
inquiſitive into the faults of their Superi- 
cars, then into that which 7s their own 
duty ) zoo great 4a temptation to conſider 
what they are,or have been, and conſequent- 
ly to undervalue,and deſpiſe them : but this 
is in their oun power mn great part to pre- 
vent, by reforming what would have betray- 
ed them 'to the ſcorn of the Many, tho 1 
had never been born ; for Virtue and Vice 
were well underftood before this little piece 
was thought cf, and men ever were,aud al: 
ways will be accordingly eſteemed. 

The late Lord Chancellor Clarendon, in 
a Circular Letter to all the Fuſfices of the 
Peace in England, bearing date the 3cth 
of March, 1665 tells tlem, * I aſſure you 
zs the Kirg hath ſo great a ſenſe of the ſere 
; PIC You do, or can do for bim, that He 
- frequently fays, He takes bimfelf to be; 
; particularly bebelding to every good Fur 
ju Stice of the Feace, who is Chearful and 
Aftive in his Place, and that if ia truth 


&G 1. : 2 
. the Tuſtices of the Peace in the ſeveral 
* Divi 
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* Divifions be as careful as they ought to 
« be in keeping the Watches, and in other 
«* parts of their Ofiice ( the keeping up their 
ar Monthly Meetings, and ſappreſſing Con- 
« venticles &c. ) the Peace of the Kings 
* dom can hardly be interrupted within, 
* and the Hopes and Imaginations of Sedjs 
* tious Perſons, would be quickly broken, 
* and all men would ſtudy to be quiet, and 
&* injoy thoſe many bleſſings God hath given 
* the Nation under this happy Govern- 
* ment, 

All this is certainly true, and tho the 
times were then, as they are now, very un* 
quiet,and there was a formidable Conſpiracy 
then ſet on foot by the Republicans,and Diſ- 
ſenters of the Nation, yet the ſole Vigilance 
and Care of the Fuſtices of the Peace diſap- 
pointed it, and made it end in Smoke, to 
the Eternal Reproach,and Diſhonour of the 
Conſpirators, which ſhews the excellence 
and uſefulneſs of this Order. of men. 

Tet give me leave to ſay, that thoſe good 
Juſtices of the Peace, who are moſt Attive 
and Chearful in their Places, are not al- 
ways. either the Richeſt, and Greateſt , 

or the beſt belovedl, and moſt favoured by 
the reſt. And for this, Sir Thomas 
Egerton, Lord-Xeeper of the Great Seal, 
in the 44th of Elizabeth, in a Speech made 
the 13th of February, 1601. in the Stare 
Chamber, . 
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Chamber, &y her Maieſty's expreſs Come 
mand, and Printed in the end of the iſto: 


'2ical Collections of zhe foxr la/t Parlia- 


ments of her Reign, ſhall be my witneſs, 
who thus complained, © 1s there any more 
« fervent than others, in the Jefonef of 
« the Common-wealth > he ftreight hath 
« rzvew. him the Epithite of a bufie Jack - 
« but I know there be many good, and 7 wiſh 
&« their number were increaſed ; but who 
« be they? Even the prorer and meanner 


&« Tuſtices, by one of which more good co- 


« meth to the Common-wealth, than by a 


* Hundred of greater condition, and de- 
® gree. 

I wifh this complaint were ſuperannuated, 
and that our times were quite otherwiſe, 
but alas ſuch Juſtices of the Peace mui 
wot only be content to hear worſe Language 
than this ; but there is too frequently Com 
binations made among(t the reſt, to croſs and 
quaſh whatever they ſhall propoſe, be it ne- 
ver (o juſt, and* reaſonable, and nothing al- 
ledged for it, but that they are mean, proud, 
bufie people, and will perk up too mach a- 
bove their Betters, if they be not thus 
mortified, and kept under, this is the worſt 
fort of Reſpeit of Perſons, that can be 
thought of, and moſt miſchievous and ir ras- 
tronal, that whereas Ewvy ever riſeth by 


Nature, here it deſcendeth, and the Supe- 


F10Ar, 


and Vigilance of his Inferiour , envieth 
and hateth him for being more ſervicegble, 
than he need perhaps to have been. 
But let it be confidered, who reaps the 
Advantage of all their Induſtry and Aftivi- 
ty, but the King and Kingdom, and theſe 
very men, that thus ſeverely treat them ; 

if there were none ſuch the Nation muſt 

needs in a ſmall time be ruined, for as the 

Lord Chancellor Clarendon takes notice in' 

the above Cited Letter. © So much Arti- 
| © fice, ſo much Induſtry, and ſo much dex- 
* terity as this People ( the Enemies of 
* the Government ) are poſſeſſed with , 
* cannot be diſappointed by a Supine Negli- 
* gence or Lazineſs in thoſe, who are in- 
* veſted with the K ings Authority, or in- 
* deed without an equal induftry, dexteri- 
5 ry and combination between Good Men for 
* the Preſervation of the Peace of the 
" Kingdom, and for the ſuppreſſing of the 
* Enemies thereof. Now if inſtead of this, 
the Juſtices of the Peace combine in Par- 
ties one againſt another , and the Great 
men will neither do the duties of 
their Plates themſelves, nor ſuffer the 
meaner, but more attive, to do it for them ; 
what can be the event in the end, but this, 
That like a City befeged without, and di- 
vided within, we muſt ſooner or later fall a 


Prey 


riour who ſhould love and cheriſhthe Induſtry EE 
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Prey to our Enemies, without Remedy or 
Pity ? 

But if theſe great men were capable of 
Reaſon, there would be no need of this, and 
as they are not it is in vain t0 offer it, and 
therefore I muſt Addreſs my next requeſt 
to the Judges and Miniſters of State, that 
they would ſometimes enquire in to this, and 
-without regard to the Fortunes or Titles 

of men, ſupport and incourage the more 
uſeful ( if occaſion ſo require 5 againſt the 
more Potent. 5 

F4 oye there will not be many occaſions for 
this, but there may for what followeth, and 
therefore I will propoſe it in the words of 
the preſent Lord-Keeper in his Speech to 
Mr. Serjeant Sanders,at the the time he was . 
ſworn Lord Chief Juitice of the Kings- 
Bench, on Tue(day the 23d of January, 
1682. Pag. 8, 9. © The Age is degenerate 
"* and full of Faults; Faults of Irreligion, 
'* Morality, Debauchery, (2zarrelling, Falſc- 
"meſs and Paftion, ſo full of Faults that it 
* requires more then a man tocenſure them, 
' Tou will therefore confider that inferi our 
* Magiſtrates, and inferiour Juriſdidions 
*are to take a great part of this labour 
off your hands, in that regard you 
* will upon all Occaſions encourare and 
* dire them to make them uſeful to you, 
* and not overthrow their Proceilatys 
Rs * #Þ07 


The Preface to the Reader. . 


© pon every ſlight Exception , to drive 
« People to begin their Proceſs here at 
* greater charge. And when Juſtices of 
© the Peace att candidly, tho not with ſa 
«& mach skill in the Law, you will ſhew ten- 
© derneſs to them, as Gentlemen that ſerve * 
* the King, and the Publick for nothing, 
* and have not thoſe Aſſiſtances of Council 
© and Officers that are here. - 
1t were, it may be, but reaſonable, that 
this tenderneſs ſhould not only be fhewed to 
their Proceedings, but alſo to their Perſons 
and Eſtates, eſpecially thoſe of the meaner 
ſort, that ſo men may be the more eafily in- 
duſed to undertake the Publick Service : as 
for inſtance, in an eafie excuſing their At- 
tendance at the Aſſizes, when they have no 
particular buſineſs, that doth require theiri 
reſence there. For ſeeing other Gentle- 
men of the like fortune, who are not Juſti- 
ces of the Peace, do ſeldom happen tobe 
ſummoned above once in two years, it ſeems 
a little hard to force theſe to come twice in 
one year, merely to fill the Bench with un- 
profitable Spetlators at ſo great a C __ 
to them, tho I know alſo that much may be 
learned by ſuch an Attendance, and there is 
#0 fear but as many, as can will take the op- 
portunity of it ; but this being but my pri- 
vate opinion, is ſubmitted intirely to the 


Judgment of my Superiours, and _ 
eu 


} 
I 
| 
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teen mentioned, but becauſe the reaſon my 
Lord Chancellour gives ſeems to extend to 


7. : 
The Lord Chancellor Clarendon com- 


plains, -i1 the Letter T have ſo often men- 
tioned, © That many perſons, who are in the 
« Commiſan of the Peace, neglett to be 
& ſporn. And tells us His Majeſty had 
* ojven Order to his Attorney-General to 
« ;roceed againſt them. This hath been of- 
ten fince complained of by the Judges of 
Alce in their Circuits alſo, but till the 


root of this miſchief be cut, it will never 


be otherwiſe, as theſe thinzs now ſtand, no 
man that is in the Commijj.on of the Peace, 
can have this Dedimus Poteſtatem, withe 
out he pay about four Pounds for it : and it 


| being an em ployment which cay bring him 


wotbing but expence, and trouble, it is no 
great wonder that men are not very willing 
to part with their Money for it," and ſo man ry 
having ſtood a year or two, and te Officers 
at laſt deſpairing to get any thing of them, 
are either left out gratis, or for a ſmall 
matter. So they that ſerve the King for no- 
thing pay for it , and the reſt ſcape better 


cheap : and on theſe Terms it is no wondex 
if there be frequent occaſions - for Come 

- plants. 
But this is not all, worthy, and good men 
who are fit to ſerve the King, do thus avoid 
the 


£9 q & 
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the ſervice,® they that are no way qualified 
for it, being more willing to part with their 
Money get ito the imploymentr, which they 
manage accordingly. | 
To prevent all which inconveniencies, it 
were much more for his Majeſties Service, 
that the Dedimus Poteſtatem were freely 
ſent down, and the Officers rewarded for it 
out of the Exchequer. 
But if this be not approved, it were bet- 
ter the Money were -paid by the Treaſurer 
of the Diviſion, to which ſuch new made 
Jaitices belongs ; and indeed ſeeing the 
Country-will reap the greateſt advantage by 
it, it is moſt reaſonable they ſhould pay the 
Charge of the Enterance, which may be 
done by a ſhort Act of Parliament. 
It would not be reaſonable only to make 
the Exnterance into this Honourable, and 
. Troubleſome Imployment more eafie ; but the | 
execution too. And to that purpoſe, 1 i 
will preſume to offer a few more Confidera- 
tions to my Superiours. In many Caſes 
there are ſo many, and various Aﬀts of Par- 
liament, that a man knows not which to 
proceed upon, and they are ſometimes con- 
at's One to another, Now if theſe were 
reduced into one, and all the reſt repealed, 
it would much facilitate the execution of 
the Commiſſion of the Peace. © | 


For 


I.4 Cap. 6- 


22 CAPs 12+ 
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For inſtance, there are a great many ſe- 
eral Aﬀts of Parliament, concerning the 
repair of the High-ways, and they all are 
difficult to be executed in relation to the 
chief thing , the Proviſion of Carriages, 
that depending upon the determination of a 
Plough-Tilth, which no body knows what it 
is, and yet if it were never ſo well known, 
that would not mend the matter much, be- 
cauſe conſiderable quantities of Land would 
never be brought into this ſo neceſſary 
Work, what quantity ſoever were aſſigned 
to it, and many rich men would do little or 
nothing, aud a the burthen upor the 


poorer ſort of men, 


There have been two or three Tempora- 
ry Afts of Parliament made fince his Ma- 
jeſties Reſtanration, to enable the Surveyers 
fo repair the Ways by a Rate or Land- 
Tax, but they are all expired. Now, if 
this courſe". wore ſettled forever for the 


Carriages, and oxly the Cottagers tied to 


do ſo many days work, all the other Afs 


ef Parliament might be ſpared. 


' But.it would not be amiſs then to give 
the Juſtices of the Peace power to deter- 


mine what ſhould be paid by the Load for 


Saud, Gravel,and other materials taken out 
of private. mens grounds, or the waſts of 
other Mannors, where there is a want with» 
m the reſpettive Pariſhes, without obliging 

| them 


The Prefice to the Readet., | 
them to fill up the places, which is ſome- 
times impoſſible, for want of matter, and 
pays very chargeable. EO 
The. Statutes, which concern the ſettle» 
ment,and Provifien for the Poor, need a re- 
view t00,and ſome alteration, and when this 
is done, 7 recommend it to the confidera- 
| tion of wiſe men, whether -it would: not be 
adviſeable to grve Power to the Grand-Ju- 
ries, and Fuſtices bf | the Peace, Aſſembled 
in their Aſſjzes, to make By-Laws with 
| the Conſent of (the Judges, and to repeah, 
alter, or . change them as occafion requires, 
becauſe this Aﬀair is ſo different in one. 
place, from what it is in another, that it 
can hardly 'be brought under one general 
Rule ; and it ſeems but reaſon to intruſt 
ſuch, and ſa many Gentlemen, with.a Power 
which is ant 3fte almoF? every petty Corpo- 


ration. 


So likewiſe the Statute concerning Land's 39. Eliz6. 


given to Charitable uſes, might be made 
much more uſeful, by Communicating that 
Power to any 4 Juſtices of the Peace, with- + 
out a C anos out of the C hancery, and 
allowing 'an Appeal to the Seſſions, with @ 
 Tryal by Jury. And indeed all Lands gis 
, bew to Charitable uſes would be better im- 


phyed,jf accounts were given to the Fuſtices 
of the Pe 


eace, which is already groen in rela- 
ton to thoſe that are _ to the _ 
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And 


And if any man is pleaſed with this Tra- 
fBate,l only ogy him the favour of one hear- 
ty Prayer for me and mineand the good ſuc. , 
ceſs of this Diſcourſe, that it may advance © 


Glory of God, the Execution of Juſtice 
and Judgment, and the Proſperi 
' Welfare of the beſt Church, the beFf? King, 
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A Great Love of Juſtice. . | Lo | | ] 
12... JImpartiality in Executing it. ! Bribery. | | 11- 
6. Publick Qualincations Averſion for thoſe things that | Prejudice, and Prepoſſeſſion. | Il 
may hinder it—-——3 Favour, and Hatred. 16 
Covetouſnels. 
Irregular Heats, and Hopes. 
LLazineſs, - S 
By Reading, > ow 
Obſervation and Practice. EO 
Converſation, and Diſcourſe with knowing and Experienced Men.”. i. 
' Obſerving a due Method according to Law. 1. In calling the It 
; | Parties. 2. In hearing the Cauſe. And 3. In determining it. | L 2 
8. Prudent Execution of; Not denying, or delaying, or Perverting Juſtice. | 
our Laws by———— * Not Extending, or Diminiſhing his Juriſdiction. ' | 
(Ne HOC. INS his Own Opinion, or Humour win 
In _ by conſidering carefully the Oaths, which he hath 
Oe taken. ERR 
9. Abhorrence of Perjury [ Adminiſter none, but Lawful, and Ne 


2. Knowſedge. in our 
Laws and Cuſtoms 


In others to be Avoided | ceſlary Oaths. 
by his care to--->—— 1 
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- CA Competent Apprehenſion. j 

- IT. Natural Abilitiesy Judgment. 1 

| Memory. . | | 
A Competent Eſtate. | : 


[2 - Civil Abilities A Good Reputation. 
F A reaſonable good Education, and Learning, 


h A due Veneration of God. : 


Refigious Diſpoſitions Love for his Service in himſelf and others. 
conſiſting in A true Eſteem of his Miniſters. 


An earneſt Deſire of the Salvation of all Under his Qureand Ching © 
Prudence in all his Actions. Patience, Meekneſs, Sobriety, 
4 Moral Qualifications) tity, Induſtry. Courage, and Honeſty in the Execution ofhy 
Duty. And Humility. 
A competent Underſtanding of the Nature of our r Government, 
and Love to it. 
5. Politick Qualifications4 Of the Nature of the Eng/;ſ People. 
Of the ſeveral Factions, that we have amongſt 1 us, and how. us 
govern them. 


CA Great Love of Tuſtice. 


THE 


Juſtice of Peace 


CALLING 


A Moral Eflay. 


»”% 
£ 
" . 


S all the Works.uf God are per- The Intra 
fe, ſo are they full of Variety, 42 
and Wonder, whether we Con- 
- , fider the Works of his Hands, 
the Fabrick of the World, and all the Be- 
ings in it, or the Works of his Providence 
--1n the Government,and Conduct of them, 
* at once preſerving what he has made, and 
ſo diſpoſing them, as to produce thoſe 
. Effects for which they were Created, with- 
- out their Knowledg,and ſometimes againſt 
* their Wills. 
.* But tho this is true of all the Creatures, 
 Fet it is moſt apparent,and full of areal 
_—v | B WIEN 
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when it is applyed to the Government of 
Mankind ;' for all the other Creatures do 
pay a blind,and unerring obedience to the 
Laws of their Creation , and do never 
tranſgreſs willingly, 'but Man being en- 
dued with diſcurſive Faculties, and Cor- 
rupted by the Fall, doth very oken act 
againſt what. he.knows to be his Duty,. 
and as often 'miſtake it. 

But then ifwe confider the Maſs of Man- 
kind, we ſhall find that there is nothing 1n 
the whole World more Undertain and th 
oonſtaat,than Men,changing like the wind 
very often to the quite oppoſite Points of 
the Campaſs, without any Reaſonable, and 
ſometimes without any Senſible Cauſe. 

Yet in this they ſeldom vary, that they 
are almoſt always wawilling ito obey 3 En» 
vious againſt ther Sup-riours, jealous of 
their Condut, 'and diſcontented with al- 
molt all Events, they all think themſelves 
wile, and good enough to Command, and 
becauſe this 4s iimpoſible, affet adifpenſa- 
tion from all Qbedience, which they miſ- 
call Liberty; | 

And, which is yet worſe, there never 
was, norever wall te wanting «@ Sort of 
Ambitious u]-natured men-toiinſtili_ into 
the heads of the Rabble a greater Averfion 
for theirGovernors and their Government, 
be it neyer fo Eaſy,Gentle and Juſt; anda 
| | | love 
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, which they Promiſe 
| Bath upon the rune: & the 
ly hich Means this Natural i 
1 $0:Licentionſnols 1s het. 'MOre 
J.and.1n 
opp may wonder to foe f 
wy - Hundred Thouſands Obey one 
vie Man, whom they never faw, and 
ona they Exped no Extraordinary 
, and as Seldom racet with it. 
ft any time their own [natural 
andthe Curſed infwnations 
7 jaliowak f far prevailas to'tran- 
! tthem mto-Tumults, 0 War, and 
bf wrevatl gn that 200.ſo far as to deftroy 
on Govornmentget them 
5 \Conftantly, and Unavoidebly fall 
- any other Power, 25 cad, if not 
eithar the former, - dons but tols 
es from one ſuppated miſery to 


a fe the Creation of the: World was 
own that.any Number of men 


-optriefigany Lorve Government ar 


rake {eribec Lit to. june and the Infivence 
he Sar, and otters to the Nature of 
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© ButI cannot conceive it proceeds fronfiſ 
any 6 theſe\Cauſes; for taking Fate,as iſ? 
ought-properly , fer a blind and Natur 
determination-of 'things to their Events, iſ 
cannot be ſuppoſed -that there ſhould tf 
ſuch an inclination to perfect, and unccy 
troulable Liberty in Man ,. without an 
poſſibility of having it fatisfred. 

» Andasto the Stars, their Influences,an} 
Aſpects vary every moment, and are dif 
ferent in one Country from what they arc 
in Others. - But this inclination runs thr 
all Mankind, tho it is ſometimes reſtrainec 
by External Accidents, and is like the Seal 
ever diſpoſed to Motion, tho ſometime* 
quiet, becauſe no Winds Excite it.” | 
-  And- as to any Natural Inclination in 
Mankind to be governed;and Acquieſce i 
the Wiſdom of Others, it is ſo contrary tt 
the former of Living in -perfe&t Liberty 
that they two are inconſiſtent, and cannot: 
ſtand together. $5 FD. | 
And therefore I have ever thought the 
reaſon lay higher, and that it Muſt proifi 
<ceed from ſome Decree of 'God Almight 
which is irreſiſtable,: and. uncontroul; ” | 
and that he in his Divine Providence, hat 
ſet Bounds to this raging Sea, ſaying to i 
Hither ſhalt thou come,and no arnop | | 
- - For if it were otherwiſe,: thoſe ſtrange 


Revolutions that have hapned in the World 
es wouk 
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Rypold Certainly have left us ſome inftances 
|- Mota People that had attained, andcontinued 
Sz ſtate of Natural freedom for ſome time 
oy without . any /Government, or Governors. 
1 Wor; to ſpeak the truth, that-is 'the thing 
an On the other ſide, were there not ſuch 
Ya Inclination in Mankind ; why ſhould 
ib reſtlefsly purfue that airy Notion; 
and for it venture the loſs of Life and 
rl Limbs 2 And what is the Multitude con- 
cernd whether one,or twenty,or ten thou- 
god command them, to do what they 
would not, , or, to: fuffer what they hate 

'J above all-things - ESE ins 
2 But. Ged!is,acauſe ſtrong enough to 
Over-rule- this Ocean, always the ſame, 
= ever Watching over the affairs of Mankind, 
and making things fall inſenſibly, and irre- 
Mibly into the Order he wills they ſhould 
ol SE 10. £4 ” T ; 
» Accordingly he laid the fonndations of 
& mane ; Society in a Single Perſon, and 
Made all the reft to ſpring from him like 
\@Fountain ; and enured them. from their 
abncy. to, obedience, and made. them 
&olible of the uſe, and-benefit of Govern- 


Ment, before they could conſider what. it 
Was "DP 


And as no Government was ever de- 
Wroyed without force, ſo that force 
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the Allies'of the Phenix Being warmed byil 
the Stifiof tle Divine Favour, harh eval. 
produced” another” toi ſucceed” it, and let 
the Multitude repinitig; and difcoritente| 
X' tliofs Chaifs it never eonkd; nor ever 
ſhall break, till Time ſhall be-no-more: 


SECTION EF 


'T is no leſs a Wondet to'fee how God 
| in-every Age, 2rd Nation hath raiſed 
up Men to Govern, arid indued'them 
with ſuch a proportion of Abilities;as fitted 
them mote;or leſs for thr employment. 
Man-is not Naturally-his Brotliors Kee 
per, and great is the muinber' always of 
them, who-are perfeMy- wticoncern'd for 
the Publick Praſperity, or Misfortune of 
their own Times, or Countrigs; tilt rhey 
find the-danger approach their own loufes 
or perfons, and then for the neſt part 'tis ll 
too late to prevent” it. And thoſe few 
that” are otherwiſe minded: do as often 
miſtzke;or but pretend the Publick Good ; 
and yet after aſſ-this, there is very ſeldom 
Wanting a Sufficient Number, fo qualified, 
a$to Reep the Several Parts of the World 
m-ſome tolerable order. -. 


*__ we RV03TH&e Lok 


T1 
And the Wonder is the greater, if we 
conſider, how oftery theſe men meer no 


'S other recompence than Death, and Ruine 


from their Supetiors,or Infertors,Domeſtick 
or Foraign- Enemies; and altho fome few 
of the happieſt attain to-ſuch Fortunes, as 
may in ſome degree Compenfate the Ha- 


 zard, yet the far greateſt part feldom gairt 


any thing by it,but difquiet, envy, pover- 
ty, and an uncertain fame, and after all 
te Expoſed to more dangers, than thoſe 
they govern. 4386 
This then muſt be another Effect of 
the Divine Providence, that. as God raiſes 
them up, and endows them with qualifi> . 
cations fit for Government, ſo he inſpires 
them with inclinations to go thro with 
it, and Keeps them in that Efpoſition till 
others are fit to ſucceed them ; in all things 
direfting, and ſupporting them fo far as 
he thinks fit, ſometimes to make a —_ 
Happy, and ſometimes Miſerable, 4s I 
ice, or his Mercy is deſerved by 
them. 
My Deſign is to diſcourſe of onely one 
fort of Governours, and that one of the 
Loweſt, the Juftices of the JPeace, and 
to deferibe, as well as I can what they 
ſhould be; for that having had the honour 
to ſerve my Country many years in that 


Station,I have had opportunity to Obſerve 
Ki B 4 ſors 


""*"*Tv4 
ſome. things'in my {elf,and others,that are 
Capable: of Amendment, and, all my re- 
fleQtions will produce ſome good Effect or 
other upoh'my Self at- feaſt ; and Whileſt 
Ideſcribe what they ſhould be, I ſhall have 
often occaſions to: Conſider' the more Se- 
riouſly what I have been;' from whence 
by the Aſſiſtance of God's holy Spirit, 
which I humbly and devoutly ask, I may 
encreaſe my repentance for what 1s Amis, 
my gratitude for what is not, 'and others 
may perhaps be Excited to joyn with 
me, and fo ſome reformation may follow, 
which never any Times needed more than 


Jy” 


SECTION IL 


F thoſe Qualifications which I have 
mentioned,ſome are Natural,others 

are Acquired,but both are the gift of God ; 
Fho the firit are more immediately ſo, 
and becauſe they are the Foundations of 
the other, do naturally fort themſelves in 
the firſt Rank, and fo fall firſt Under our 
Conſideration ; and becauſe I deſign to 
be as ſhort as I can, I ſhall mention only 


three, Apprehenſion,Judgment,and Memory. 
| Tho 


- -. 
- Tho God hath given more Apprehenſi- 
an to the ſloweſt of Mankind than to the 
ſubtilleſt ofthe Brutes, yet they, that are to 
Govern others had need have a more then 
ordinary Quickneſs,and Vivacity ; It being 
the deſign ot almoſt all that Approach them: 
to delude and deceive them, and rather to 
extort,than obtain a favorable Sentence by 
juſt proof and-truth ; and they have ge- . 
nerally "that jealous opinion of their Go- 
verniours, as to Expect to go by the loſs if 
they have nothing to truſt to but their- 
innocence, - and plain down-right truth. 
And from hence proceed thoſe Crafty in- 
finuations of the-11l tempers, or actions of 
thoſe they Complain:of in other inſtances, 
which are no part. of the Complaint, but 
only artificial Rourtſhes to an ill opi- 
mon of ther Adverſaries, that they may 
aſure;the Victory before-hand. -- | 
Others again. are fo little Maſters of 
Language, and do ſo ſeldom appear before 
their Superiors, that a man of ordinary 
Capacity can ſcarce tell what it is they 
would have, and: yet it may be the Com- 
paint is juſt, and reaſonable, and the in- 
firmity of theſe is as much to be pitied, as 
the craft, and ſubtilty of the Other is to 
bt diſcountenanced,and reproved. - 
And when both the Parties appear, and 


the buſineſs is ripened for a Cones 
—_ the 


_[1@] 
the farhe difficulties artend iv, the Crafty 
Kniwve: is: for avoiding the Punaſhment of 
his Czimes, and the DAE II _ 
man i5:23:apt toibetray' his C y hi 
antbibtanine ſimplicity, if the quicknek 
and integrity of the Tug#zce do not prevent 


it. IX 
In:greater Cafes,and higher Courts things 

are fipſb ripened by their Officers,and then 
debated by Conneit , before rhey ſpeak 
their judgments, and fo-how unequal fo- 
ever the: abilities of the: Parties are, the 
, Caſe appears-with equal art on either fide, 
and yet alter all this the Briskneſs,and Ap- 
prehenfion 'of thofg Judges is of great uſe 
to-difeerr Fruth from Falfthood,. and: Ap- 
pearancesifrom Realities. 

- But in thixcale there is nothing of that 
nature'to be Expected;neither can' the per- 
ſgps,nor will the' Cafes bear it, and there- 
ras 2 mn of poets ſtands _— 

in: need” of a etent quickneſs 

Apprehenfion, without which be will be 
Nable to make great miſtakes, from which 
great diihonour,and damage will enſuc. 

- But: herwit will not be amiſs to give 
fome men 2'Caution, whoſe defects lie on 
the other fide, and for want of Patience ro i 
hear a Mattey Qut, Catety at it too ſoon, 
and think they underſtand before they 
hear,. whoſe fault. is greater and more in- 
_ curabis i 


(ax ] 
curable Conn _ _ m_ more 
injuſtice, and © on ; for theſe quick 
men' run away _ —_ ms 
rarely be perſwaded they are under a mi- 
| =_frar\ ns for the moſt part a little 
inſolent, and impatient of Contradiftion 
how foftly foever it be Cloathed, and'theſe 
men are perhaps more unfr for Govern- 
ment,then the former. | 
The Apprehenſion is the door,by which 
all things are Admitted, but the Judg- 
ment is the houſe, that receives, and en- 
ttrtains: them. And whatever the diffs 
_ — __—— the Caſe is, tho it 
may be a hindrance of difpatch, it is rare- 
ly of Jaſtice' too; if the Judgment do 
at laſt attain to the difcovery of the truth. 
Dut there is more required ge 4 
ſtrace than a bare underſtanding of 
thing, which is but in Order to'a deter- 
mination of it, and therefore is not ſo-con> 
fiderable in its ſelf, as in its Conſequences 
and 'Eflecs. | 
 » Thereare three defeats which ſeem to 
| attend the Judgment, Darkneſs or Obſcu- 
| rity, Confuſion or Diſorder, and Weakneb, 
| Which proceeds from both. 
} _ Some menare of ſo Cloudy Judgments 
that they do with great difficulty , _ if 
KK @#ver, hir upon the truth of things, E- 
 pecially if ir be Studjouſly _—_— _ 
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Miſtepreſented, as for the moſt part is in 
teafon to be Expected here ; and tho theſe 
are not/to be deſpiſed for this Natural de- 
fe&; but rather to be pittied, and Aſſiſted, 
yet _it renders them unfit: for Govern- 
ment. ' ./ | w 
The |Reaſon of Others /is ſo confuſed, 

that they.do with as great difficulty attain 
a Clear, and diſtin& Notion of any thing ; 
and as their judgment, fo their diſcourſe 
is dark, and Uncertain, and they can as 
Lttle be underſtood by others, as they un- 
- derſtand them, themſelves; .and this muſt 
needs render all buſineſs that is tranſacted 
by-them, uricertain and full of Hazard. 
-- The laſt,and Worſt Defect is Imbecility, 
and Weakneſs, which if it be great, is in- 
curable ; the Cloudy Underſtanding may 
at laſt, the' Confuſed ſometimes Under- 
ſtand and hit the Mark, but-neither Time 
Nor Chance can cure that: natural Imbeci- 
lity,whieh proceeds from them both, and - 
therefore they of all men are not fit for 
Government ; and ſhould never ſeek it, or 
4mbrare it 1f it be offered to'them,and if is 
great pity they ſhould beſuffered to Expoſe 
themſelves, and their Places, to Scorn,and 
Contempt by them that have Power, and 
Means to prevent it. $ 

| Memory, is a Natural Faculty of Great 
Ule in all Humane: Tranſactions, but Eſpes 
| cially 
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cially in Government, and that in. the 
Loweſt degrees of it. Nor) 't 

For it is the duty of a Magiſtrate to 
Execute Laws, not to make them, and he 
| is to have an Eye to the matter of Fact at 
the fame time too ; now he that hath fuch 
a defect in that Faculty, that he can nei- 
ther remember the Law,which:is to Direct 
him, nor the matter of Fact ta which it is 
to be applied, is certainly very unfit to 
be a judge ; and fo in Proportion 1n. all 
the intermediate degrees of it. cp 

The Office of a Juſtice of the Peace is 
very diffuſed, and comprehends in it a vaſt 
Number, and Variety of things ; and it 
will conſequenily require a good Memory 
to tell preſently, whether any particular. 
caſe be within his Juriſdition,or No. Mr 
Lambard complained in his time, ( and 
that is near a hundred years ago.) that 
there were Stacks of Statutes impoſed 
upon them to take care of, and the Num- 
ber is now perhaps double. to what it was 
then. So that in this reſpe& alſo it 1s Ne- 
ceſfary,that he who Undertakes this Of- 
fice ſhould be a Man of a goed ſtrong Me- 
mory. | 

If any man doubts the truth of this, he 
will find upon trial, that no humane Me- 
mory how great ſoever it be, can perfectly 
comprehend all the particulars. Exactly ; 
\ ; ang 


[14] 
and that-it will be Neceflary to have fre- 
quent recourſe to the:Books, Efpecially in 
Statute 'Caſes, without 'which :many and 
great 'Errors nmſt of Neceſſity be commit- 
ted ; {o that thePrudence of a Magiſtrate 
doth conſiſt in a-great degree in not 7ru/t- 
zug toomuch to his Memory. But then 
that ſhews a Neceffity.of having that uſe- 


ful Faculty to a good degree. 


SECTION IL 


ll 'Here are threepther Accidental qua- 
lifications which are of greatuiſe,and 
would be conſidered. A CompetentBſtate, 
Me 1 and 2 tolerable good 
Equcation, and Learning. 
The Juſtice of thePeace enters :upon-an 
 wmployment that will occafion him much 
lofs of Time, 'ſome Expence , end many 
Enemies, and-afier all will-afford. him lir- 
tle or -nothing towards the ;bearing:thele 
_ Inconveruences, but a little unptafitable 
Honour attended with much envy, and 
had therefore aced before-hand be pro- 
vided of a competent [Eſtate at leaſt, ito 
lupport 'him in that imployment, or -elſe 
be will ſuddainly repent, what he indi- 
| {creetly 
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ſcreetly undertook, and it may be inta il the 
Miſchief upon his Faraily, who will re- 
member his honour with Gangll coteplcen- 
Los they reflet upon his ebrs-pece- 
y it. | 
Nor will he,and his Famuly be the only 
Sufſerers, the Country will, and muſt baar 
epart in it too, Men of ſmall Eſtages are 
very often of Mean 1pirits, and dare not 
do their Duties where they Expect oppo- 
tion, and have great and rich men to 
deal with, and ſo betray Juftice not far 
want of Skill, or Honeſty, but of Courage 
to undertake,and go thro with ar. 
\ Beſides, their Poverty will Expoſe them 
togreat Temptations of Bribery, and tho 
1 5 that can come by it is very 1n- 
confiderable, yet the miſchief that will 
attend it is not do ; for the perverting Ju- 


ſtice in the ſmalleſt inſtance, is a great 
Dithonour;and Damage to a Country ; and 
the meaner the cauſe, the greater the in- 
amy; the Meaner the People are that are 
wured, the greater the Clamour. 

 Butofall men thoſe, that are much in- 
&dted.are the leaſt fit, for that both the 
Creditor,and his Friends muſt too often be 
gatifted by the wretched man, at the Ex- 
pence of his Oath, his Integrity,his Honour, | 
and his Juſtice, and all occaſions mult be 


etc for this too, that the World ah Ev 
W- = how 


- i on 
how great a power the Rich Clown hat 
upon his Wor IP. 

For theſe cauſes there' was an At 


Parliament made ſome Apes ſince, which 
is as followeth, 1M 


UN. / Dereas by Statutes niade in the 
time. of the Kings noble Þzogr iſ 
nito2s, it was Dzdatned, Thity 

in every County of England Juſtices 
thould be aligned of the moſt Wloztyp'> 
the ſame Counties, to k&p the Peace, 
-and-to yo other things,' as itn the ſame 
Statutes fully. is Contatned ; UWihi<| 
Statutes notwithſtanding, now of late 
in many Counties of England, the gre 
teſt Mumber have b#n Deputed and 
ſigned which befoze this were not wont to 
be, whereof ſome be of ſmall (that is ill) 
' Behaviour, by whom the People will 
not be governed no ruled, and ſome fa} 

their INecefſity do great Ertoztion aw 
Dppteſſton upon the People, whereof} 
great inconveniences be likely to riſe dd 
Iy,if the Ring thereof do not pzavide rf 
medy 2 The Ring willing againſt ſud 
inconveniences to pzovide remedy, hath 
D2dained, and Eſtabliſhed by Authozit? 
_ afozeſaid, That no Juſtice of Peace with 
inthe Realm of England in any Count), 


- hall be afligned, oz deputed if he hail 


kot Lands 02 Tenements. to the Ualg 
atF of 20k. by the year : andif-any be ©}- 
| datned hereafter,6:e.which habe not Lanpg 
oz Tenements to the Calue afozeſaty, 
| ore thereofihall give Knotvledg to the 
| Ehancelloz of England toy the cinje be- 
ing, which fhall put another Cufficterit fit 
þs. place, aud tf he give not the ſatie 
1 nu (as befoze) within. a 9ontth 
after that be have notice. of ſuch Com: 
miſſion ; 02 (f be it, oz, make ahy War: 
tant 02 Pzecept by fozce of ſuch Cornil: 
fon, he ſhall incur the penalty of 40 fr; 
and nevercheleſs be put put of the Cotn- 
miſſiott, as befoze,4c, (But this AR Ex- 
tends not to Corpotations,) and alſo,]29- 
dived, That if there be not ſufficient per: 
fons having Lands, and Tenements to 
the Qalue afozeſaid Learned i the Law; 
\| and of God Governance with(n any fuch 
"1 | ae wh That the Lozy Chancetloz of 
of England, toz the. time being ſhall have 
;Joer. to pitt - other dilcree; Perſons 
{0 Learned fn the Law in ſuchEommiſſions, 
i thothey have not Lands, oz Tenements 
& {0 the value afozeſaid by hts diſcretion; 
8 The 18 H.6. & 2 a 


WI. t have tranſcribed this Statute almoſt at 
Ml large, becauſe it makes fo lively a deſcrip- 


fon of the inconveniences, and takes 19 
=. 'F exact 
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exa&t a'care to prevent them ; and it is to 
'be obſerved; That xx 1. by the Year at tlic 
making of this Statute, was a Knights fee, 
and that they” wonfd truſt to Nothing but 
an Apparent Viſible Eſtate, for it mult be 
in Lands or Tenements, and'yet was there 
riot then the Hundredth part of that buſy 
ne&' committed to Juſtices then; "there is 
now, and their Expences that were confe- 
qortly muchlefs;” and tho.in caſe of Ne- 
cefſity ſome Lawyers of alefs Eſtate Wert 
Adnitted,yet this was out of pure Necefſity 
in thoſe ignorant Times; and then'they 
were to be ref of Good Governatice, that 
s,, of a Good Reputation” for their Live 
and Integrity, and ſuc men'in thoſe titne, 
might by their Profeſſions be able to. ſpend 
WLuh men of good Eſtates, 
..,,But two inconveniences have. ariſen 
39" our. Times that were not in. being 
then ; The firſt. is, That, Men'.of gre: 
Eſtate do too;commonly. leave we. 
try, and ſpeng their times and: 
London, and other great Cities 'in perfet 
Ileneſs,and Luxury. The Other is, That 
the Old Engli/h Induſtry'is almoſt - totally 
Extinguiſhed, and they that Live in the 
Country will not take that pains their 
Anceſtors did either for thetſelves,or their 
Country. | | 

| It is not at all likely that theſe two in- 
CONVEntences 
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tetiveniehces: will meet a : Suddain, or Cer* 


tain Cure, and © therefore /it-were to be 
\yithed; that: men of Smaller Eſtates and 
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nw/ton: fern 7 frnght be encouraged by 
Convenient Privileges 

rn f bear"this-buythen for 

the! __— bf their Country, withoiſt- too 
"pp dammage to their owh E #nllicy. : 


«TT Afrer "the Advantage of-19% ealth, "1 
'place that of ' Reputation, becitiſe; as the 
>World goes, it will not be eaſily had with- 
[out the Other;''*And in this Caſe it is bf 
"preat' Uſe to. the 7aftice of Peare, -and to 
[the Government, it he have a: 00d Eſteem 
amongſt his Neighbours at his firſt ſerting 
ous; and” 'he-bnglit” to be always-Careful 
ofir It in all hisProceedings afterwards; part 
ofthis'may deſcend upon a man, and part 
> = fp — on by himſelf with Gods blef- - 


by; OY the common People of Emolaid have 
always Lived under a Monarchy, fo they 
have been governed'under their Prince by 
4 Potent Nobility and a Flourithing Gentry, 
and will certainly Envy,and Repine at men 
of no defoent, when they come to be ſet 0- 
verthem; but then if they be men of good 
-Eſtates, and Great Civility,and Vertne, this 
willf6on wear'off, 1 provided it be riot kept 


upby: the more Njome Gentry,which ſel- 
C 2 dont 
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_ dom happens, if they be not Slighted to 
" prefer theſe New men. | 

But that infamy, which ſprings from ill 
Actions, is hardly ever to be worn out,be- 
cauſe every man that fuffery, tho never fo 
juſtly; by ſuch a perſon, will be fbre to re- 
vive the memory of it, ſo that it ſhall ne- 
ver be forgotten. I : 

Beſides, men harden themſelves againſt 
all CorreQion, and look notſo much upon 
their own- deſerts, as the faults of their 
Governours , and: Conſequently become 
worſe for their Chaſtiſement, till at Laſt 
their Anger turn to Malice, and that too 
is Advanced very frequently to a Contempt 
of the Supream Governour, and ends 1n 
Tumults,and Rebellion, Anarchy,and Con- 
fuſion. TY JA 
But let a man's Eſteem be what it will, 
when he ſets out, he muſt be as caretul to 
preſerve it by his Virtue, to which Candor 
and Sincerity, Temperance and Chaſtity, 
and all thoſe other Moral Qualifications 
. which make a good man, are of abſolute 
Neceflity ; and that not onely in relation to 
himſelf,but to thoſe he is to govern. 

For he is ſure none of his Vices ſhall be 
conceal'd ; all men will be prying into his 
moſt ſecret Retirements, and will be as 
Curious to enform themſelves of the fimal- 
leſt of his faults, as they are neglgenr 
BET . 0 
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of the greateſt they are guilty of them- 


ſelves. | | 
And this 1s not all, they-will from thence 
derive arguments to perſwade themſelves 
* they may with impunity, and fafety tran- 
ſcribe the Copy, and imitate thoſe Vices 
they ſee in their Superiors, and take it 
very 1ll if they find themſelves at any time 

iſtaken ; and if the truth might be 
ſpoken without offence, I ſhould aſcribe. 
much of the deluge of Impiety, Debau- 
chery, Intemperance, and other Diſor- 
' ders of Qur Times ro thus, as to its proper 
caule. 

For how can a Juſtice of Peace ſend 
2 man to the Stocks tor Drunkenneſs, when 
he: is hardly well recovered of his laſt 
Debauch, or puniſh a man for Prophane 
Swearing, With forty Oaths in his mouth - 
I could eaſily run this thro all 'the reſt, if 
it were fit todo it. 
This too renders our Gentry Contemp- 
tible, for the inferior people will ever En- 
vy the ſplendor of their Wealth, if they do 
| Not ſeem to deſerve. it by their Prudence 

and Virtue. 

And this too weakens our Government, 
by abating that Honour which is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for its preſervation, and 
gives too often the hearts and affections of 


men, to thoſe that have no right to them, 
C3 and 
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and who imploy that Advantage to the 
ruine of thoſe that have. 

- In ſhort, if we are not reſolved to ruine 
our Selves and our Families for ever, and 
' to become the 'moſt miſerable; and inta- 
mous of all men, we muſt' forthwith re- 
trive the Antient Engliſh Bravery, and 
win the hearts. of the People by Juſtice, 
Chaſtity, Temperance, Courage and Loy- 
alty to a due Eſteem of us. © 

And to this let us add a ſolid and con- 
ſfpicuous Piety, which may: ſhine forth in 
our Lives and Converſations with that 

Luſter, that'none may be able to doubt;or 
diſpute the truth of it, and this, and no- 
thing elſe will entail that Glory, our An- 
ceſtors left-us,upon our Poſterity,and pre- 
terve the Monarchy, that gave it to us, 
from a Second ruine ;' they that honour 
God fhall be honoured, ' and they that 
diſhonour him ſhall be lightly regarded. 

-* But however, ler all that are ſet up for 
Magiſtrates as Lights upon a hill, be ſure 
to ſet a good Example, and if not for the 
fake of Virtue, yet out of pure fear of In- 
tamy avoid all thoſe Vices which render 


them,and their Offices Contemptible. 


'- 3- It is not only fit the Juſtice of the 
Peace ſhould be a man of a Competent 
Eftate, and a Good Reputation, -but of 
| '_ © Learning 
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Learning and a Good Education too. 
By Learning, I do not underſtand the 
Utmoſt degree of it, nor all thoſe Parts 
neither that may be ot great uſe to men 
of other Imployments, -but ſuch a degree 
of Learning as may fit a Man for Civil 
Converſation, and the diſpatch of buſineſs, 
and eſpecially ſuch Knowledg in the Laws 
and Cuftoms of Eg/and, as may preſerve 
him from: great and frequent Miſtakes. 


The Age we live in is full of Learning, 
and the great Plenty of Books that come 
every day into the World, have fallen fo 
thick in all places, that they have not 
eſcaped the: Soft Hands of Ladies, nor the 
' Hard fiſts of Mechanicks,and Trades-men, 
and every man aftes to ſeem well read 
in Books, tho he hath not had the happi- 
'neſs to converſe much with men ; and 
therefore if a Juſtice of Peace be not in- 
differently well qualified in this Point, he 
will ſometimes diſcover it, and that will 
(if it have no worſe effe) betray him to 
the Contempt of thoſe, who ought to ho- 
Nour and reſpect him tor his Place. | 

But if he be ignorant of the Laws and 
Cuſtoms of England in that vaſt variety of 
buſineſs that belongs to him,he will never | 
be able to go thro with it, but with great 


tear,or hazard of Miſtaking. | 
C 4 And 
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And being as ſubje& to the force 6f the 
Laws as other men, he will ſometime or 
other meet with thoſe who will revenge 
his Miſtakes with worſe then bad lan- 

uage, and. ſeek a reparation out of his 
Elite for the Errors of his Office. 

' No man is born a Scholar, and there- 
fore what ever Learning a Man hath, muſt 
 fpring from Education, and together with 
it, for the moſt part, Civility and good 
Behaviour is, or ought to be delivered, 
which takes off that Natural Roughneſs 
and  Aſperity, which makes men unfitting 
to converſe with others, much more to 
povern them ; and they that have not had 
the happineſs to meet, or imbrace this, 
ſhould do well not to Expoſe their pnpo- 
_ Humours,and Manners to the Con- 
tempt of others; who yet may be very 
uſeful men 1n other Places. TE es 
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SECTION 1V. 


Have hitherto confidered the Juſtice 
of Peace no further'than, as a Man 
- anda Gentleman. But Bleſſed be God 
for it, England is a Chriſtian Country, and 
one of the beſt Parts of the Catholique 
Church too, and therefore not. only the 
Natural, and Civil Capacities, and Qualifi- 
cations of Men are to be conſidered, when 
Magiſtrates are to be choſen, but their Re- 
Lgions too, and moſt Eſpecially. 
_ . By this I do not mean in this place 
whether they are Proteſtants, or Papiſts, 
Phanaticks or men, who love the Church ; 
( tho I ſhall Conſider of this in due time, ) 
but whether they be good Chriſtians. For 
many men account it an honour to them, 
and a piece of good breeding, to Expreſs no 
more reverence for God,and Religion,than 
they do for a forſaken Miſtreſs, to whom 
they pretend to have made Love only out 
of Ignorance in their Youth; for want of 
underſtanding better things. 
" Idonot intend neither in this place to 
make an Exact Deſcription of the ſeveral 
parts of Deyation and Religion, but I only 
ISL £ EY & conſider 
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conſider thoſe parts of it, which fit a man 
for Government, which I humbly Con- 
ceive are theſe. 


1: A Due Veneratian;of God. 

2. A Love for his Service in himſelf,and 
others. E | 

3. A Gogd Eſteem for his Miniſters. 

4- An Earneſt deſire of the Salvation of 
all under his Care,and Charge. 
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As God is the Fountain of all Power,and 
the Anthor of all Goyverament, So he is 
the Supream Goyernour, and Preſerver of 
it, and by his Providence diſpoſes the 
hearts of Men,as he thinks fit, and in his 
Juſtice, and Mercy makes Retribution to 
them according to their Deſerts, but eſpe- 
cially his Eyes are ever upon Princes and 
Magiſtrates, to Reward them if they do 
well, to Puniſh them it they do amis, and 
abuſe the Power whichhe hath given them 
tor the good:'of Men, and his own Glory. 
And thoſe men that have this Senſe of 
him deeply imprinted in their hearts, will 
ever have a great Veneration for him,and, 
as occaſion 1erve, exprels it by due conſi- 
deration, that not only their Actions 
(which.are viſible to. men) but the moſt 
ſecret Motives of them, that lie out of the 
reach of their Eyes, are open to God Al- 
mighty, Thoſe 


_ 
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Thoſe who Thus Reverence God ſhall 
be ſure to have lis Providence _—_— 
always over them, to protect them in a 
dangers, and 'dire&t them in all difficul- 
ties. And he will by it ſtrike that aw and 
ſear of them. into the hearts of the People, 
that ſhall keep them in better Obedience 
than all the force in the World will do 
without it 5 and this will render their 
Government Eaſy, and their Actions Pro- 
ſperous. , 
- But on the Other fide, how can any 
man have the impudence to expect either 
Protection, or Aſſiſtance from God, when 
he knows at the fame time; that he hath 
not :;any reſpeCt in his heart for him > - 

Nor in truth do. this fort of men do it, 

but .truſt wholly to their own Wit, and 
Power, which always in the End deceives 
them, and leaves them to the Scorn, and 
Contempt of the World, God in his Juſtice 
making this frequently the Puniſhment of 
their Impiety againſt him. 

All men, that have any Senſe know it 
fo neceſſary that the People ſhould have 

ſome Religion, and a great Opinion that 
their Governours are Pious;and that with- 
Outit there will be nopoilibility of Govern- 
ing them, that they who have expreſſed 
do inward Veneration for it, have owned 
' belicf that it was a Crafty Invention 
$117 Juggled 


©. on. 
Juppled up betwixt the Prieſts, and the ( 
Princes of the World, to Keep the Multi. 
tude in aw;whicl,tho it-is falſe, yet it ſhey t 
at the ſame time, that theſe men are of 
opinion, that it would be difficult, if no 
impoſſible,to keep the People in a due Sub Fj 
jeQion without it. | 1 
And Machiavel would not have his J;: 
Lewd Prince without the opinion ef Pzety, || | 
however wicked he really was. Now if 
this baſe Hypocriſie be of ſo great uſe in 
Government , which is deſtitute of the JN. 
bleſſing of God, and liable to be looked | 
thro Every moment, of what Uſe muſt | 
folid ſober Pzety be, which will ſhine forth 
in all that a man doth, or ſpeaketh, and 
procure at once the Love, and Favour of 


God and Man» + 
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2. This Reverence of God is to be ex» 
preſled by a great, and conſtant Care to 
Serve, and Worſhip him both Publickly in 
the Church and Family ; and Privately in 
the Cloſet : for God is ſo great a Beiwg, 
that Nothing we can do but this, is of any 
uſe to him, he ſtands in no need of us nor 
of our Service, any further then as it tends 
to our own good here, and hereafter ; and 
therefore it 1s ridiculous to pretend to be: 
lieve there is a God, and live Wicked! Y, 
without any regard to his Service, nay 

po prate 


wade; ol 
prate Fooliſhly, and Atheiſtically in all 
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ts Companies, as ſome do. + 

if - But the Fuſtice of Peace of all men is to 
VI be moſt religiouſly Careful to perform his 
«Duty, becauſe the Eyes of all are wpon 
0 him, and they will be fure to follow his 
b Example if ill, and the Inconvenience will 
not end there neither ; they will within 
4: While revenge all their Piques againſt 
him, which will be many, with Stories of 
his Impiety, and Negligence , and from 
thence argue, That he is a man of no Reli- 
| gion, the Conſequence of which 1s, That 
he is not Maſter of any honour,or honeſty; 
and fo this'diſhonour will at laſt fall upon 
himſelf, and end in contempt. | 
-./Nor doth his Care like, that of Private 
men end, in his Family, tho it were well 
-1f-ſome extended it but fo far, but he maſt 
| take care that all under his Juriſdition do 
' | it; For ſo much is Emg/and degenerated 
' 8 fromiits Ancient. Devotion, by- reaſon of 
| the Diviſions amongſt us, that without 
this,not onely the Corventicle,but the Alc- 
houſe will be better furniſhed, than the 


ol 


Church ;. if Care be. not taken by them 
that are in Authority to Prevent it by 2 
Severe Search, ' and Puniſhment of theſe 
17 aging che of 

ay, to that height of Impiety are we 
grown, that if We truſt to the pe” og 
4-5 tnc 


[30] 
them, that are to inform us, even Perjurj 
ſhall be imploy'd to delude us, and the 
Law ; a ftrange Religion rhis'is in the mear 
time, tomake uſe of the Worſt of Crime 
to prote& them, who pretend-to be the 
Children of God, from Temporal Puniſh. 
ment, and with them, and for their fake, 
all that will run into Debauchery. Bi: 
foit is, and nothing but the - Care of tli 
Magiſtrate can 'prevent it+;'and if he be 
not diligent todo his duty herein, he muſt 
anſwer it to Gofd,and Nag 

It_is not manY”Years face 2 War raiſe 
by theſe Religious men on! that pretence, 
deſtroyed our Kith ng,and brought: our Gen- 
try into. the oe  Shvery; that = fell 


pon them; they m "Files plea ſe, - be- 
lieve this is thall- never y fon 'iga galty ; but 


If it Jock: , they can AN fd” body but 
themſetves * 'and'T am ſure they” can nei- 
ther, expett * Tealortably 2y 'Affſtance 
from. Gd; not Pity from Men, if it-ſhould 
be otherwiſe bebdinks they might have pre- 


vented it if they would. 
col That men that haves: fs 5 reging for 
and his Setvice,ſhowuld ſhew no Eſteern 
for the Prieft, is no great wonder ; the 


Conſequence is unavoidable : And ts - this 
Proceeded at firſt from the Other, So it 


may be a good Means to Cute the diſtem- 
per, 


J] 
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n 
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This 6xn: proceed from any other, than the 


s [$4] 


$4x, t6-teach the People not only to- Ho- 
wour: God,and His'SanQuary, but to Reve- 
yewee his Priefts ; and here the Magiſtrate 
may Contribute very mueh by hisExample, 


and Authority. 
Bar then this Reverence 1s not due to 


all Who call chemſelves Miniſters ; there 
are too'many that afe crept in amongſt u 
who are the Mmiſters'of Sk Sower of 
 Seitivn, and Upholders of Schiſtn, 
&K the Mig ſtrate reverences them, the 
betteh/ir Will be 'for him. 

But there is one Sort of Kindne too 
comin! Soply ſhewn to Clergy-men, thar 1 
y- would lay aſide; and that is, 

ele Jaye them - to their Dfinking- 
Meccngan dImoſt forcing them, 
there; to pledge :all the Healths, and g0 
to-thEBottom of the Glaſs foo at every 
Rownd. 

. I cannot imagine where the Pleaſure of 
this ks,'the Wine would be as ealy, the 
Oothpany'might'be as brisk, and the Fro- 
IickUs pleaſing, if the Chaplain and Neigh- 
botr-Miniſter were Viſiting the Sigk, 'or 
Studying to improve himfelf. Nor can 
thitikthey pretend to pleaſe God Alnughty 

it, Whiteſt they render his Service'con- 
bes ing and the Prie{thood odious, :atd 

mois : For my part, I cannot believe | 


Devil, 


” "—T" OI 
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' Devil, berauſe it ſerves no bodies turn but 
his, and the Enemies of Our Church ; and 
I have ever — the MR and irre« 
igious to be moſt guilty. of it, | 
"Og beſt honour that can be ſhewn tg 
a Clergy-man, is to remember he is more 
immediately related to God, and out of a 
due reſpect. to his Character, to curb 
' thoſe little irregularities which at another 
time a man might 'fall into, and indeed 
nothing is more contrary. to Virtue, and 
Sobriety, than the ' Attempting to De- 
bauch them, whoſe Preſence ſhould re- 
ſtrain us from Exceſles, .and no Vice expo- 
ſeth them more then Inſobriety to the Con- 
tempt of the Rabble, and other lewd Men, 
and certainly God will —_ ſevere- 
ly reckon with thoſe who thus diſhonour 
him in his Miniſters, and beyond all other 
men with Magiſtrates, if they be guilty of 
It, > , K 


The Turks have a fort of men who 
pretend to be deſcended from Mahome 


. 


and wear Green Turbans, to diſtinguiſh 
them from the reſt, and if at any time 
they happen to offend any of the other 
Turks, they approach theſe Children of 
their Profit with great reſpe&, and ha- 
ving firſt - very reverently taken.off the 


g the Man without Mercy, or Diſcre- 


n'Turban, and. laid it by ; they then 


tiott, | 


4 nk We 4 ed CENTRE» ys” 
n 
” 
T am 


'ton, but we never r hear they endeaFour 
todraw them into any thing a. rd 
ſccr Law. ' i 


4. The Ukiciate F dd of all Rel 

is * he attainment of the happineſs 0 ws 
other Life, and. all-that cari ' be any wa 
ſubſervient ta that end , ought to be. 
uſed. And for thiserid did God Almighty 
inſtitute all humane Society; and Govern: 
ment al>,; and hath ever | ws ' preſerved 
them from Ruin: So that he Expects from 
every Perfoh that is placed. in any degree 
of Honour, a more immediate Care, and 
Concernment for. the Salvation. of. their 
inferjors ; and he thatd oth beſt diſcharge 
his duty iti this reſpe&t, may Expect to 
meet the beſt Recompence fkom God here, 
and hereafter. 

 Grotius hath proved this fo well, that 
will not attempt to do, it after him, but 
refer the Reader. for that,to his Piece of the 
Power of | Magiſtrates in Sacred Aﬀaitrs, 
and purſue : Concluſton, of bringing 
it 2 uth as may be into ptactice. It 1s 
ecrtain then,” nothing can be more accept- 
able to God Almig hty, than this ; and bi 
Bleſfine- i. the beſt Reward 2ny man can 
pretend to.and the onely one which almoft 
.n "wt of the Peace ies +" and 

worth his thovghts 

S s really —_—_ g OT rhe 
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Prudence: Beaſt, So this Prudence is it which Exalty 


134) 
'There 1s nothing in the'Next place will 
fo efectually teflerr tris Caregand his Tray. 
bles as this ; for if ever he can brmg meh 
to a true ſenſe of this, they will afterwards 
RN  Aeebleand Delightfl to than 
Office Ac eand De to then, 
and his very Chaſtifements will be thought 
Kindneſſes, Fury be well-reſented:. 

-*/Bur if .men/ſhould prove unreaſonable 

God would: nd undertake for 

im and > rams Hogs 
and reward His Virtue too, with the Fage 
of a Weſf done thou good and fa _ Ser 
_ want, and he ſhould thereby," atfure his 
own Salvation however. 


pits, os A _Wh to. 


& +>» be do 
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Seftion the 4th. 


Fins thus dif etch: thoſe Rel 
FiOUS Qualification [ did propoſe 
| to ſpeak of, I come: ni: the Next 
place to bark of tho Moral Indowments 
without which the other 'cannot well be 
Suppoſed to be ; the firſt of which I fhall 
mention,. 15 a Pradent, and Wite Admine 
frration of all his Afairs. 

As Reaſon diſtin 


- *—_, ww. 


eth a Man from 4 


one man-tbove another, and direQs tim 
Kot oneny' to what is Jall, but to. wry 


[35] 
A; Jaftice teacheth a man to give every 
mart his due, and Prudence direfts him to 
do it Seaſanably, and when,and where to 
uſe Clemency,or Severity,as there is occa- 
ſian for'it.. en 509 
- And in Executing all Pehal Laws, this 
is of great and dayly iſe, arid makes thoſe 
Laws a Blefing,or a Plague to men; and 
indeed he that always imploys the utmoſt 
of his Power, will ſortietimes uſe the let- 
ter of the Law againſt the equity of it: - 
 Prudexce will alfo make is ptoceedirigs 
Safe, and Regular, fo that he ſhall not fear 
to reflet upoh what he hath ' done, nor 
others to 2 him, when he is to do 
them, when they know before-hand,what 
they may Expect from him. | 
- Pradenteand due Care in him to Search 
Fevery thing out that comes before him-ia 
| the Courſe of Law, will prevent his being 
I} deceived, and .the Conſequences of it, his 

uring otbers by that deception. 


Bidighy, without which he can never 
Yliope to attain his End, he miſt not expect 
that-either:Party will at firſt frankly, and 
uemioully repreſent the truth of thangs 
B& him, one party will fieak a little rao 
Ech and another a little. roo'lifrle,and by 


D z that 


| Next fo Priidence 1 place Patience and patient, 


[36] 

- -that, if he benot a man of-more,than Or. 

dinary Patience, and-Induſtry'to Search it 
our, he will be in great danger 'of Doing 
great injuſtice.” s 

Nor will the putting Parties always to 
their Oaths' do it, for many men have { 
little ſenſe :of 'them, thar-it "is almoſt al 
one to hie, and-iforſwear » themſelves ; but 
yet giving them time, and croſs-Examin- 
ig them; or putting them one from att- 
other , the truth will fomerimes appeat 
thro all their diſguiſes, and-will well re 
compence the loſs. of a mans time. if at laſt 
he be enabled thereby to do' Juſtice, and 
promote Truth, and Honeſty amongſt 
men, "313 09.8 36 

But on the. Other Side, the impatient 
man is at the End of his bufineſs, before 
he is well entred into it, and by makin} 
too much haſt, is the longer before he can 
end it ; a great man uſed to ſay, Stays 
little, and we ſhall have done the ſoontt) 
and for the molt part over-haſty Sentencts 
come to a review, by appeat,or otherwile, 
and then a man's folly is diſcovered -in thi 
ſace of the Country. | 
- | would fain know of any man that: fits 
x7 the Seat of Juſtice, how he would taks 
it, to havea Caſe of his own 'hudled up by 
another man, without due Examination 0 
the thing and its Circumſtances, and foil 

| © ma) 


- 


[ 
L 


2 


may. be meet with diſappointment, and | 


Y. | difgrace,where he did leaſt Expedt it ; and 
it n- he. hath. once thought Sericully of 


it, let. him doyas he thinks fit, 


- But it-15 not a dull Patience with- 
out Aﬀive  {»du/try, that will-do the bu- 1ndujrs. 
ſineſs, he that ſtorms and rages may fome- 
times hit upon the right Caſe, and perhaps 
more-- frequently -than ' he, that neither 
takes Care; to enform hi-nſelf of the Law 
before-hand,nor of the fact at the hearing, 
but hears with as little care,and ynconcern- 
ment, as if -he had nothing to, do with it ; 
fuch lazy-men are totally unfit for govern- 
ment, and ſhould be laid aſide, as faſt, as 
. they can be diſcovered, or rather be pre- 

vented from ever coming into Autho» 
rity, 

. But there is another Sert of Men, that 
2re as much too Active, and endeavour to 
Search into things before the time, and 
without any Neceſlity ; and this ſometimes 
brings great Miſchiefs upon them, tor , 

- Which they are not much pityed. 


_,, Nextto Induſtry, Meekne/ſs and Humility meekorj. 

deſerve the place, tho ſome men ſeem to 

think the contrary,and that no Virtues leſs 

become a Magiſtrate ; The Character of 

-- Moſes was, That he was the Meekeff Man 
i Gs D 3 ppon 


Ms 4"3 en 
upon Farth'yet no man ever knew better, 
than he,how to reſcue himſelf, and fo hu 
ſerve his Place from Contempr ; and no 


man ever had greater reafon to carry it: 


with a high hand, who had God's Viſible 
Preſence always with-him to Countenance 
_ him, his Miraenlous Power toDefend him, 

Ins Infinite Wiſdom to DireR him. - 


' Rovgh, and. rude Language” never did 
any man's buſineſs, hoy ever will ; they 
may be feared, and hated more than other 
men,who uſe it, but that will as often hin- 
der,as help them. And when it is once 
Rhown, men will-either nor regard it, or 
contrive how to-make their Advantage of 
it, by inflaming the Angry Indiſereet man 
toſuch a herglit, that he ſhall do, and ſay 
he knows not what, or by Flattery, and 
Aſſentation draw him to the quite Contra- 
yy Extreme. 'So that if in the End he do 
Juſtice, it ſhall þe by Chafice. ' ' 

- When a Man is Kindly;and Civilly Trea- 
ted, it ſoftens him  into- repentance, and 


makes hitt! aſhamed of his offence, and 


. thatdiſpoſeth him to Ameydment, and Ho- 

elty for time to come'; 'and he that fo 
yeforms-bnt one'man, has done a greater 
work than he that Chaſtiſeth many ; and 
What ever the Event be; the Party goes 
away well Satisfied with the Juſtice:and 


Candor 


[ 39] 
Eandor of his Judge, which may work 1 op= 
on him afterwar s, tho it do not at the - 
ne. 

For my'part, I never underſtood where: 
1 the greatneſs of calling a man, Sirrah, 
and Rogue; at nor fight, lay. Ir is full as 
exfy-t6 call him: = Fi Name, or Friend, 
nf #lvehim an alfurance,that you are not 
his Frem z nor have any prejudice againſt 
film 5 J then * tis ten to one,if he do not 
deal- ingenuouſly with you, and tell you 
the ervth ar firſt, and fo fave you the pains 
and: hazdrd -of ſearching it out ; and'T 
have ſee many men ſo wrought upon by 
it, as to prevent: the Juſtice; and Condens 
themſelves willingly to ſuffer the Penalty 
of that Law,they had imprudently broken, 
1f 1t Fun riot too high. 

But on the Other Side, il] uſage doth 
but hafrden men, and make them aſcribe 
what they fuffer rather to the ill Nature, 
and Difpoſition of the Magiftrate, than 
their own deſerts. 

Beſides, 'there is nothing that diſcovers 
a man's mean Extraction, and ll breeding, 
ſo much as ill Languape : and it is a foul 
difgrace'to'a Magiſtrate, to feem to have 
ever kept Leud, Mean Company, where 
'only rude Language i is to be learnt. 5 

The Sam of all is, it can never do any 
g00d; and will certainly de- much hurt, 
D 4 | and 


[49]. 
and therefore is moſt carelwlly. td be avgi, 
ged by. every nan that would preſerve his 
Reputation, and do goed in his place, and 
the reſt are yot worth the Inftruciing, 
- Rut yet neither is it. fit to Countenance 
vl men in their Villany, and: -Wickednef, 
for that is to encourage inftea(! of reforms 
10g and puniſhivg them ;- but-then let the 
reproof be rational,and grave, fuch as may 
work more ppon their reafqns, [than fans 
cies,and to it add the: Severity of the Law, 
and make them'fee] you are in good ear; 
neſt with them ; and this will make a man 
More feared; and revered. than Loud 
Words without-it. And to me-it ſeems to 
be a double puniſhment, firſt -to Vent my 
Fury in bad Language, and thep-to inflic 


the Puniſhment of the Law upon; him. 


- Prade is yet 2 worle fault in' a Mag: 
ſtrate than Paſromfor ſome men-are Naty- 
rally paſfionate,but few men are Naturally 
roud, and inſfolent ; and thoſe-.who art 
ſo, are of 'al] others not fit. for Ma 
giſtracy. | | 
- + One of the Worſt-effets of Pride is, 
to render. a 'man yncapable.of Inſtru- 
&tion ; and then be his abilities what they 
can be, he muſt Needs fall into great Er 
rofs ;' no man can carry all the Laws of 


England ut bus head, ang always truly ap 


— 
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ply them without- miſtaking. And then: 
the man ſcorns the Informations of his 


K 


* Equals,or Inferiors, he muſt Anſwer for his 


Error, as the Efle&t of his Will, Whereas 
if he Humbly ſeeks, and Meekly imbraceth 
better-advice,th0 at laſt he miſtakes,he ſhall 
be pitied by God, and Man, and js ſure to 
fave: his Reputation, and the Comfort of 
having done the. beſt he copld ta prevent 
the misfortune. . | oh neal 

But a Magiſtrate is not only to regard 
the Law, but the FaQ ; and this the wiſeſt 
of Men muſt learn from others, who were 
preſent, and took- Notice of it. And ac- 
cording to the Quality,and Number of the 
Witneſles is the thing more, or leſs to be 
believed. And if a man will in his Pride 


. Suppoſe he knows this, when indeed he 


doth not, or believe he takes it right, when 
he miſtakes the Matter, or the Witneſles, 
and will not ſuffer them to re-inform and 
dire&t him, he muſt needs do great Inju- 
ſice in the Concluſion, tho he Mean it 
not. And he muſt anſwer for it, 

Soloman faith, Only by Pride cometh Con- 
tention, Prov. 13.10. And ſo it ever 1s, 


Pride makes a man more apt to Miſtake, 
and at the ſame time ſhuts the door upon 
him,fo that he cannot find the- way out a- 
in ; this makes him ſet himſelf to defend 

iSError,as if it were a Caſtle, and take it ll 


that 


Sobr iety, 


[4a] 
that any man ſhould endeavour to difpeſ- 
ffs him; So that he that Never fo Kindly 
offers to inform him better, is ſure to meet 
no better reward than Contention, Stub- 
bornnefs, and ill akgy for the preſent,and 
Scorn and Revenge for the future, which 
either provokes men to ſeek the Ruine of 
theſe Inſolents, or to give them up to their 
own folly till that do it,, and God 4n- his 
Providence doth for the moſt part haſten 
on the Calamity. | 
But on the-Other Side, there is nothing 
more Lovely in the Eyes of God,or Man, 
than Humility ; and the Greater the per- 
ſon is, the Greater the Laftre of it ; it pre- 
ſerves a man from many Efrors, and Apo- 
logizeth for the reſt fo powerfully, that it 
is ſcarce poſſible not” to forgive him, and 
the Honour of it too Aſcends from the 
man'to his Superiors, and they are the ber- 
ter t of for his fake.. It makes a 
Government a ble to the People,and 
ſtifles Diſcontents (the Seeds of Rebellion) 
in their infant ſtate. 


Sobriety, and Chaſtity, are two Virtues 
that ſeem at fuſt hg, perhaps, more: to 
reſpecdthe Perſon,that is maſter of them, 
than his Place ; but yet they have for all 
that a great influence upon the other,eſpe- 
cially the firſt of them. By which 1 Un- 
| derſtand 
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grftans Tetmperance m Eating and Drink- 


dah hath Naturally ſome very 
ill effects upon men, which indiſpoſe them 
for 9% EY As firſt, it excl the 
Briskneſs, and Vvacity. of Mens Minds, 


and renders them dull,and heavy,and unfit | 


for buſineſs. Yet he that is to judge others, 
will always ſtand in Need of the greateft 
of his Abilities, as I have proved before. 
And therefore, te, if he be not > faf in Love 
with Temperance; 'as to preſerve his Fa- 
culties always in their Natural vigor, he 
hath 'chereby -unmanned himſelf; and it 
will. not be fit'to. ſet the Beaſt to Govern 
uh when he is thus degraded by him- 
Secondly , ntemperance diſcharges the 
= ,that dance; and Sebriety uſuall 
men under, and they become: h 
wy of all things, neither conſidering no 
- Caring whether they do Right,or ——_ 
Juſtice,or Injuſtice ; as indeed how can an 
intemperate Man, whileſ his} blood is in a 
ferment, be able to] Conſider prudently 
of any Fthiny . All that can be ſaid for it, 
- That they are not always fo.; but tho 
ay by not; yet-if a man is frequently i in- 
_— it will in time change the Cr4- 
frothi lood,and-Spirits, when he is not 


any dſtrpere with 2 late Debaxch, 
at 


[ 44 ] 
at leaſt to fuch a degree, as will make him 
incapable of that curious Senſe, which is 
requiſite in many Caſes for the finding that 

truth;which-is concealed from him, wit 

much Artifice,and Induſtry.” | 
The Juſtice of the Peace his principal 
Care is to provide for the Poor ; for he is 
the only Perſon,to whom their. laſt reſort 
is, who:have neither -means,nor abilities 
of Complaining to the-:Superior Magt- 
ſtrates. | Now'how can that Man be Sen- 
ſible of their. Miſeries, who 1s almoſt al- 
ways  Gorged to the height, and 1s inſen- 
aſe of all other Inconvemences, but thoſe 
that ſpring from Sarzety,, and Drunken- 
neſs > © *Tis'trye, theſe are- [not leſs than 
the other, but yet - they totally render a 
man uncapable to Underſtand and Confi- 
der-them.” :It was the Rich mans faring 
deliciouſly every day,that made him think 
fo ltttle of Lazarws at his Gateytill the Tables 1 
were turnd, and then -it:was too late. And 
Great Men would dowell to remember his 
Cataſtrophe 1nvtime,':and abate ſomething 
even of their Lawful: Pleafure here, that 
they may be Excuſed from. Suffering with 

him hereafter.” Tor neo acts 

- Toall this Add, what I have remarked 
already;the irreſiſtible force of ill Example, 
and the bad Effect it wili haye upon the 
Government, ' by introducing Poyerty, if 
it 


[45] : 

it be not puniſhed in the inferior people, 
and reproach” and hatred, if theſe or ſuch 
like Magiſtrates do it ; and a man would 
think a Small:degree of Ingenuity might 
prevail upon - them to lay afide their In- 
temperance, or their Office, and not keep 


two [things ſo totally inconſiſtent each 


, ith other, - 


hte over-run this Ifland, is of a foraign Ex» 
traction, And it may be a great queſtion, 
Whether it is a greater Infamy to a People 
to forſake its Antient and. Natural Vir- 
tues;-6r to' imbrace foraign and Exotick 
Vices > But there is no queſtion at all 
whether this. baſe uncleanneſs hath not 
beert propagated by the Contagion of 1Þ 
Example, and deſcended from the Gen- 
try to the Commonalty ; and I have 
known when. Complaints have been 

brought by Wives, againſt their Husbands 
for Keeping Miſes, when they were ſcarce 
able-to find Competent bread for their 
own Families. The more have they. to 


| anſver for, who fer thera the il Bxample. 


Much of 'what hath - been ſpoken con» c346irs. 
cerning Temperance, may Le Applyed, and 
15 Naturally true of Chaſtity. too ; but I 
have this further to ſay for it, The Ergli/h 
Nation is Naturally Chaſt, and all that 
toul. ſpreading uneleanneſs, which: hath of 


[46] 

- | This Crime is ever attended with Pg. 
verty , and when ut grows: general, the 
Poverty -becomes ſo too; and ſuch Lew 
men can [neither bear "Want, for betake 
themſelves to any haneſt-Courſe for the 
redreſling 'of it, but generally turn beg- 
gars, Tanga; A Knights of the poſt, 
and take up other fuch infamous Cores 
as Naturally tend to- the deſtruction and 

ambroylinett of our Government, - 
Moſt commonly :thoſe who follow this 
ul Courſe Long, are at:;one tune or 
other Snapt with that Filthy Diſeaſe. 
And it is very rardy ſeen that they are 
fo far recovered out of it, as- to have 
afterwards any Children that Live,and are 
healthy, ' So ut tends apace to depeople ns 
who are already Exhauſted by reland,and 
the Weſtern Plantations, and Leave us 1n 
the next Generation, a prey to our Neighs 
All which are ſtrong Reaſons to endea- 
vour- heartily the - baniſhing of this New - 
rifen Peſt, and ſhould make aJl Magiſtrates 
diſcountenance,and punyh it to the utmoſt 
rigour ;" and above All things to be Ex- 
_ ceeding careful, that they donot by their 
Words,;or Actions give-the People occaſion, 


fouke Juſtices. of the Peace, if they 
4re 
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ire to Examine an unfortunate Woman it 

| about the Father of a #aſe Child, will bi 
; | deſcend to fuch minute Circumſtances, 
and behave themſelves fo Extravagantly in 

the mean time, as if they took much plea- 
fure in the inquiry, and Meant to make 
the Criminal uncurable, by Extirpating - Wi 
' | that Natural, Modeſty, that might have | 
| Cured her. Such men neither regard God tt 


who 1s invoked by the Oath to be preſent, 11 
nor the dignity,and honour of their Pla- " 
ces, and 'do effectually teach inſtead of j 
CorreQing the Crime. f 


| -" Ihave Placed in the rear of all Coa- 
| rage,and Honeſty 1n the Execution of Ju- 
MNicg,. tho they will deſerve to have been 
the two firſt ; but I hope by placing them 
in the Concluſion, they will Leave the 
ſtronger impreſſion on the Mind of the i 
Reader. | it 


_ It in his 6 

Tre 15 cauſe for it. For are 

-— hk, onion with -Men Equal to 
themſelves .in all things, and at others 
with their Superiors , and as the Nature 

of Mankind Rands, may juſtly fear hard 

uſage for doing but their Duty. And yer 

we have: r difficulty that wi oY 
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the moſt daring : we/live in a factious: Age, 
and a Divided Nation, and 'a Magiſtrate 
muſt: ſometimes diſoblige not only ſingle 
perſons; but great Bodies: of Men united 
for the carrying on ill deſigns. ' And we 
have-before our Eyes inſtances of many 
ereat Families, that have been rune or 
mpoveriſhed within the Memory of Man, 
for their Loyalty,and Honeſty,and too mas 
ny have Conſidered the fame may happen 
8g1in ; and this hath made the-difficulty 
the greater, by lesning the Number of 
them,that ſhould have overcome it. 

- But yet would! men conſider Seriobſly 
of it, this will never juſtify their Puſils- 
nimity,who have refuſed to ſerve the Pub- 


lick ; or not performed their Duty out of 
Cowardife. For God himflf hath promi- 
kd to: ſtand by them, and protect them in 
the diſcharge of their Duty. Te ſhall not 
Reſpet perſons in judgment ; but you ſhal 
hear the 'Sthall as well as the Great ; you. 
ſhall not' be afraid of the face of Man, for 
Tz 


the judgment is Gods, Deut. 1. +7. So he. 
15 pleaſed to'own the Ad; and is bound to 
protect his own Miniſter, and he may 
curely rely upon him that he will ; for he 
hath ihgaged his Veracity for it, whoſe 
Powerno Faction, how formidable ſoever, 
can Maſter. | 
And/yet if he ſhould Suffer a mar to be 


perſes 
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' perſecute] for doing his Duty, Even that 


1s no ſuch diſmal thing,as is repreſented by 
fancy,and deluſion ; but this ſubject hath 
been fo Excellently treated of by the Au- 
thor of Jovian in his Conc/u/ton, that for 
brevity fake, I will refer the Reader to 
it 


in the ſtate things are, we muſt ſubmit 
our Selves,and Families,as Eternal Slaves 
to theſe Factions, or detend the Govern= 
ment againſt them, by a Couragious Exe- 
cution of our Laws, We have tryed their 


Mercy,and Clemency, and found Solomons: 


Obfervation- true, The tender HMercies of 
the Wicked are Cruel, We have felt the. 
Smart of being Loyal, and if we were fo 
treated for being obedient to the Laws of 


 Godand Man, we may Expect as much 


Mercy in other inſtances,as we pleaſe. 


We have tried what could be done by 
fair Courſes,and Conceſſions, and our Ex- 
perience tells us, nothing but an intire ſub- 
miſſion at diſcretion will ſatisfie theſe m- 
ſolent Men ; and this hath inſpired ſome 
Befieged Starved Places with 4 reſoiution 


' to periſh bravely,but bleſſed be God wears 
Nnet-upon ſuch terms yet with them. But, 


then this reproacheth our faint-hearted 


Gallants, who dare not do their Dory, 


E whul 


Of Evils, the leaſt is to be choſen ; and 
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whileſt they have the Advantage Clearly 
on their Side. 

The thing is indeed not only poſſible 
but eaſe ; for all Combinations againſt an 
Eſtabliſhed Government, befides the Pro- 
vidence of God, have the United Forces of 
all good men againſt them ; they are ly- 
able to many hazards, have no Authority 
to Unite them, are, and ever will be di- 
ſtruſtful each of other, and faithleſs too, 
as occaſion ſerves, and one Paſſion prevails 
upon another. 

So that it is not Prudence,which makes 
men timorous, but want of Confidering 
the Nature of things, together with Infi- 
delity,Diſtruſt of God,and Cowardize; and 
tf any man willaſpire totheſe Titles of Ho- 
nour, and tamely pu: chaſe them with Sla- 
very,and Beggery,much good may his bar- 
gain do him, and let no man envy his hap- 
pineſs. 

And as to the reſt, let them pluck up 
their ſpirits, and with the Roſolution of 
Enzliſh Men, and Chriſtiansbring under 
_ this Zara, this Many-headed Monſter, 
and they may be aſſured the Event will - 
anſwer their Deſires, and will find that 
the ſtrength of our FaRions lies more in 
our want ofWitand Will ro Suppreſs them, 
than in their cwn Ability to defend them- 
klves, much !efs to bring under;and ruine 
w - Bus 


} 
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- But not only Combinations'of Meri,but 
ſingle perſons have ſometimes over-awed 
Magiſtrates, and made them not dare to 
do their Duties ; and here the fault is fo 
much the greater, as the Temptation is 
let. For why ſhould a Juſtice of the 
Peace, under the Protection of God, and 
the Laws, fear a Wealthy Clown, of a 
Ruffling Gentleman 2 Let hun be but once. 
fure what the Law, and the Matter of 
Fa& is, and he heed not fear any man, 
But, 'tis a great diſgrace fo-the Magi- 
ſtrate, and a great diſhonour to Juſtice, ts 
have'the Laws take none, but the poor 
helpleſs offenders, whoſe very Innacerice 
may be eaſily trodden under foot, and the 
great, and infolent Offenders eſcape with< 
out any Chaſtiſement. It were great rea- 
ſon rather to take the latter, than the for 
mer ; and rends more to the terror of itf 
It is trae, that ſometifmes theſe great 
and rich Malefacors do find means by 
their ,Wealth,and Friends to trouble 4 Ju- 
ſtice of the Peace on fome other pretencez 
but this doth not often happen ; God, in 
his Providence preventing it : and when 
it doth, onght to be born, as other Cala- 
tmities which God ſends fot Cauſes beft 
known to himfelf; and which, for the moſt 
par, efid very well for the Minilter of Jt 
Kiee, _ E z Bur 


—_ 
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- But on. the Other Side, when a man 
hath purchaſed their good will at the lofs 
of his Reputation, by denying Juſtice, or 
doing injury.: he hath but rendred him. 
ſelf more cbnoxious to their -1njuries, by 
ſhewing; -his fear of them, which makes 
them yet-more infolent, and he hath made 
God,and good- men his Enemics to boot: 
So that he is then become really miſerable, 
and yet muſt Expect no bodies Pity, or 
Aſſiſtance. | 

_ ._. So that all things Conſidered, it is bet- 
ter to truſt God,and rely on the ProteCtion 
of the Laws, and fo to proceed” to do our 
Duty, -without the leaſt Conſideration, | 
Whether the; Party. Complained of be a 
Poor man, or a'rich man,.'but according 
to Gods Commandment, and Our Oath; 
to do equal Right 'to both, which in all 
probability will be as fate, and much more 
honourable, and at laſt bring a man to 
. peace, according to that of the P/almi/t, 
Mark the perfeit man, and *ehald rhe ups 
rogue : for the End of that Man is Peace, 
Plal. 37. v.37 -- 

- There 4s- another Fault, - which is juſt 
the oppoſite to this, and doth not fo often 
happen, yet ſometimes may out of too 
much Pity; and Compalticn, - ill- Placed, 
and Worſe Expreſſed ; and that is when 
more Fegars 45 taken to the- Poyerty than 
ez £7 Inno. 
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Innocence'of a man, 'contrary-tothe Com- 
mand of God, Thou /kalt not Colntenance 
a poor man in his Cauſe, Exod. 23. 3. That 
s,any further than there is Right,and Rea- 
fon for it. 777 £571 He 97} 
- I might perhaps not have mentioned 
this,” but that it hath been.more frequent 
here in Eng/and' of lats, :than' perhaps in 
all the World beſides, Eſpecially as to our 
Penal Laws ; for every Townſhip with us 
being bound to maintain. its own poor In- 
habitants, which-way ſoever they become 
ſuch ; many men intereſt themſelves in 
the Caſes of theſe People, and for fear 
they ſhoald become a Charge tothe Pariſh, 
conniveat many oftheir M1{demeanors,and 
intercede with the Magiſtrates . in: others 
for their non-puniſhment till for Want of 
timely Correction for ſmall faults., and 
thro'hopes of impunity, they become in- 
ſufferably: Wicked, and are cut off by the 
hand of Juſtice, or grow Inſolent, and are 
a plague all the days of their Lives to the 
Places.in which they Ive. Ir is great pity 
the power of inflicting Corporal puniſh- 
ment inſtead. of Pecuniary, ſhould not. be 
Extended further than it 1s, for that 1s the 
way to'meet theſe ſmall ill natured Ant- 
mals. As for Inſtance , Many of them 
turn Atheiſts, and never come at Church, 


onely becauſe: they are not able to pay 
| E 3 Twelve 


je "1's 
yy 


S1qcerity, 


y"_ 


| Twelve pence for their abſence. And I 


ighr inſtance in ſome other particulars, 
but till this can be done, it is certainly 
much -better to run the Hazard of main- 
taining theſe men when they are reform- 
&d, thanthus to ſuffer them to become 
worte, and:worſe by impunity, till in the 
End they: become not only Extreamly 
wicked,and troubleſome,but poor alſo,and 
fo the thing that was feared falleth upon - 
them,which might i in likelihood have been 
prevented. by a timely Severity. 


Foueſty, 1 underſtand that Compre- 
way ve Virtue, which in Scripture 1s call d 
an Zoveft and Good Heart ; and includes 
n it Sincerity/1n a man's Wards and Adi- 
ens, Veracity, a ſtrong propenfion- to do 
good to all, and fair dealing,without fraud 
Or hypocriſie ; which make 4 man's Con» 
verfation Safe and Profitible;' Eaſie and 
Delightful, and was once the General 
Temper of the Engliſh Nation, till Foraigh 
Vices,and the Laſt Rebellion altered it. | 


Szncere Upright dealing 1s an ExceNent 
quality 1 ina private man, but-ſo neceſſary 
in 2 Magiſtrate, that withont it,he will be 
12 danger to infect men, and make them 
worſe,” than they would have been, by 
Converling with them ; for they vill be 
Ire 
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 fure to tranſcribe the Copy, and  OQut-do 
it-too ; they will obſerve how he Circum- 
vented and Deluded them, and they will 
try how the fame Arts may be made uſe of 
"another time, for their Advantage, againſt 
him or any other Neighbour, as occafion 
ferves, till they turn errant Knaves unfit 
for humane Society, and good for No- 
thing. 

But this Sort of Dealing is not onely 
miſchievous, and hateful, but for the moſt 
part unſucceſsful too ; for men will foon 
fee thro the thin pretence, and diſcover 
the infincerity, that lurks behind it, and 
then all their Care will be to Counter- 
mine it, and prevent the Cheat. 

- And where they cannot diſcover any 

fraud deſigned, they will - yet ſuſpe@ it, 

and fuch a man's Words will have no Cre- 
dit with them; and as for his Actions, 
they will Eternally,and reſtleſly turn them 
and toſs them to,and fro in their Minds,to 
fad the Secret deſign of them, entertain- 
ing'a Thouſand Surmiſes,and Jealouſies of 
them, and in the mean time what ever 
outward reſpe& they pay him out of fear - 
' or flattery, they will inwardly hate him, 

and always ſtudy to defeat and Baille him; 
" and this muſt needs make his Life uneafie, 
and unſafe, and his Actions unproſpe- 

rous. 


E 4 But 


Veraciiy. 


tainly be deccived in the End ; for all gyen 


- . + za 


But on the Other Side, when a man is 


Eſteemed an upright ſincere man, every 


body will love and truſt him,and they will 
interpret his Actions Favourably,and Can- 
didly, and what ever he doth, or faith to 
them, will be regarded and revered ; and 


the more they try, the more willingly wyl 


they truſt him, and rely upon his honeſty 
as their beſt Security ; and when they ot» 
ſerve the Bleſſing of God, and the Love 


and Favour of Men, and good Succeſs to 
Attend ſuch men, which very- rarely fail, 
they will endeavour to be like them in 


the One, that they may be ſo in the other 

to0. : 
Veracity 1s a debt,that all men who lixc 

in Society ow each to others, our- Souls 


being not able to Communicate each with 


others, by reaſon of the interpoſition of 
our bodies, God hath given us ſpeech, as 
a Means to Communicate our inward Sen- 
timents each to other for -Qur Mutual 
Good,and Comfort. | 16 
But the Lyar perverts all theſe. great 
Benefits of Society, and turns them in 
Poyſon, he thinks no man can fee the 
Contradiction,that is between his Thoughts 
and Words, and from thence preſumes he 
ſhall cheat his Neighbour,: and give him 
hatt inſtead of Corn ; but he will cer- 


have 
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have a Natural Logick, that will in time, 
by Comparing one thing with another, 
diſcover the Sophiſtry ; and if they fre- 


quently trap a'man, they will-never after 
truſt or believe him. 


Matters of Fa, and thin ngs that are 
paſt, can never be made out but by teſti- 
mony ; either by Writing, or Word of 
Mouth'; and According to the Credibility 
of the Perſon that relates it, 1s the belief 
Stronger or Weaker, that is, bui't upon 
that Teſtimony : So that here is another 
great uſe of dF for when a man is pre- 
ſent at the Doing, or Speaking of any 
thing if he minds it, it leaves-a- Picture, 
Impreſſion, or Repreſentation of the Words 

andThings in his Memory,as in a Regiſter; 
but then thefe Characters are viſible to 
none bur himſelf, andthe uſe of - Speech is 
to repreſent them truly to others, accord- 
ing as the man finds them ; now the Lyar 
1a this inſtance plays the falſe tranſcriber, 
fains things that he finds not there, and 
changes and varies what he doth; Extends 
- 1+ in ſome places, diminiſheth.it in others, 
is certain when he ſhould be doubttul, 
and doubtful when. he-ſhould be: certain, 
and here and there interlaces Circumſtan- 
ces; Words, and Actions, of. bis own, [and 


+ > 
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while relyes upon this ſingle ſecurity,That | 
no body but himſelf 'can Search his Me- 
moires, and find out and prove the Cheat, 
nay pe ſo often tells the Lie,that the 
the falſe Story defaces the true, and at 
length impregnates his fancy with a falſe 
Conception, and he arrives at that height 
of Folly as to deceive himſelf, and believe ' 
his own lie to be a real truth. 

. And indeed for the moſt part the man 
deceiveth none fo much as himſelf ; for by 
one means or other, the Cheat is at one 
time or other diſcovered, and very often 
by [himfelf, and his Complices ; he that 
tells 2 Story 'truly, is but like him that 
reads a-Paragraph carefully, which will be 
#he ame, how often ſoever- it be done; 
bat if he adds words of his own, and his 
Memory fails, he will neceſlarily vary,and 
obferving men' foon fpy the drfagreement, 
and diſcover the Cheat as phinly,as if they 
ſood behind him and faw'every letter, as 
well as he ;-and if he have Confederates, 
1 will 'be impoſſible to Concert before- 


hand all the Circumſtances fo minutely, I 


but that they will difler, and very often + 
Contradict one another. > // 
And to all this muſt be'Added, That as | 
God is a God of Truth; So he is the irre- 
concileable Enemy of Falfhood, and he is 
the Searcher of Hearts, knows all things, ; 
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and is preſent -at all places ; his Eye-lids 
try the Children of men, and he Under- 
ſtands their thoughts long before ; and 
amongſt the things that he hates,and abo- 
- minates, one 1s 4 falſe Witneſs that ſpeak- 
. eth Lies, Prov. 6. x9. And he hath aſſured 
us, Chap. 19.-v. 5. 4 falſe Witneſs ſhall not 
be unpuniſhed, and he that ſpeaketh Lies 
ſhall not Eſcape. And accordingly in his 
Providence he frequently deteAs them : 
and ſo if a man be not ſo tooliſh,as to think 
he hath Wit enough to eſcape the Juſtice 
and Providence of God, and the Watchful 
Scrutiny of all thoſe men he converſes 
with, (which is impoſſible) he muſt needs 
Expe@ at one time, or other to be diſco- 
vered, and then he will fo far loſe his Cre- 
dit, as not to be believed even when he 
ſpeaks truth, and will (if no worſe betide 
him) be hated and ſcorn'd of all men. 


It befits iſrates then, of all men, to 
be very careful to preſerve their Reputa- 
tions unſpotted from this Sin ; and the ra- 
ther, _ the ae relies bs moe upon 
them,that in many things their eſtimon' 
1s Concludi = os. ſhall hg ng 
ed to Contradict them. So that they are 
 Intirely truſted with the Lives and For- 
tunes of men ; and the greater the Truſt, 


| the flronger the Obligation not. to de- 


ceive; 


_ 
ceive ; and the greater, Infamy if they 
do. 2ks 


F include under the Name of Foneſty, 
not onely Sincerity and Yeracity, but Be- 
neficence, or a great deltre to do good to as 
many as may be, which 1s an Excellent 
Virtue in a private perfon. But ſo abſfo- 
lutely neceſſary in a' Magiſtrate, that it 
will not be poflible for him, without it, to 
uſe his Power to that End, for which'it 
was given, the Good of Men, + 

The Lord Bacon faith very well in his 
Eſſays, Power to do Good, is the true and 
Iawful End of Aſpiring. For Good Thoughts 
(tho God accept chem.) yet towards mien, 
are little better than good Dreams; Ex- 
cept they be put in At: and that cannot be 
without Power, and Place, as the Vantage 
and Commanding Ground, Merit and Good 
Works, is the End of Man's Motion,aud the 
Conſcience of the Same is the Accompliſh- 
ment of Man's reſt, Eſſay the XT. But. this 
Advantage ofPlace and Power is Naturally 
apt to be corrupted in ill Natures, -and to 
degenerate into Inſolence and Violence, 
and then it is like a Sword in the hand of 
a Mad-man, terrible to all men that come 
near him, and an inſtrument of: miſchief, 
Of fuch men he faith a little before, Power | 
is a Curſe ; for in Evil, the beſt Conditio®s i 
Se :- 
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is Not to Will, the Second, Not to Can. 

- Now what can be more deplorable, than 
for a man in Authority to be looked upon 
as a Wild Beaſt; and to fill all places where 
he cometh with fear and horror 2 to have 
men approach him as they do a Viper, 
with Caution, and 2 jealouſie of being in- 
jured, if they prevent it not. The conſtant 
effe of which is hatred, in which the fear 
of Miſchief ever ends. 

_ But men approach thoſe that are famed 
for much goodneſs, as they were-Mortal 
Gods ſent by the Great and Immortal God 
: mto the World for the Good of Men.; and 
the Greater they are, the more Good they 
* expect and find from them, and are aſha- 

med, and Angry with themſelves, if they 
find they they have deſerved,and foe! 

the contrary 

_ From ach as theſe no man need fear he 
ſhall meet any other than fair Dealings, 
without fraud,or hypocriſie. For he _—_ 
higheſt Ambition is to do good, will have 
| an irreconcileable diſguſt to the other, 
 whereever he finds it. His Prudence will 
T2 ft him above the Arts of Diſimiulation, 
; \ and make him ſcorn all Frauds,and Crafty 
+ Deſigns,as ignoble and beneath him, things 
E which he can never ſtand in need of, and 


+ would not uſe;if he did. 


Honeſty 
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Honeſty is faid to be the beſt Policy ; 
and it Certainly is ſo: for if a man Con- 
verſe with his Superiors, it faves him the 
trouble of Making many a hard ſhift, to 
Excuſe, or Colour an ul! _ if ”_ his 
Equals, it begets him reſpect, Wins 
them to a Renee in him ; and from 
his Inferiors it procures him Love and Re- 
verence. To all which God commonly 
adds his Bleſſing, and makes his Under- 
takings: Proſperous ; however , he 1s at 
peace with hitnſelf, and ſuffers none of 
thoſe Terrors of an Evil Conſcience,which 
terrify other Men, when no other dare 
accuſe,and Puniſh them ; his Mind is quiet, 
and Serene, and at reſt in all Everits, Con- 


tented with what is paſt, and Unconcernd 


for what may follow, becauſe his Truſt is 
in Ged, and from men he doth not fear 


that ill uſage, which he is not Conſcious 
to himſelf he hath deſerved. 


SECTION V. 


Have now done with thoſe Moral 
LK Qualifications, which I thought were 
molt Neceſfary to be diſcourſed of on this 
Occaſion ; And T come in the Next place 
to ſome few Politick Confiderations,which 
I take to be abfolutely Neceſfary for the 
good Execution of the Office of a Juſtice 
of the Peace. Which are, 


A Competent Underſtanding of the Na- 


ture of our Government, and Love 
to 1f, 

Secondly, Of the Nature and Temper 
of the Eng/iſh People, eſpecially thoſe 
Under hus Care. 

Thirdly, Of the Several Fatiovs we 

. have amongſt us, and how to govern 
them. Of all which I will diſcourſe 
in Order. 


_ - All the Governments that we meet with 
_ upon Record, have been either by Single 
© Perſons, which are called Monarthies, or 
” by a Numbef of the better Sort, which 

* are (tiled Arifocracies, or by. the whole 


e 
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People,or their Repreſentatives, and from 
thence are called Democracies, or Mixed 
up of two or more of theſe,and are thence 
called Mixed Governments, which, becauſe 
they may be'innimerdble, take their de- 
nomination from that Part of the Three I 
have Mentioned, which is predominant in 
the Compoſition. But I ſhall not Need 
to be very Exact here, and therefore I ſhall: 
onely take Notice of two ; Morarchies, 
and Common-Wealths; which laſt do in 
common ſpeaking include all thoſe Go- 
yernments wherein many men have the 
Supream Authority divided among(t them 
with Equal Power, and a Liberty of dif- 
fenting | {1-8 
Monarchies lave this Advantage, that 
they are moſt Natural, and moſt An- 
tient, ' | & 
As Adam, and Noah were the Fathers of 
Mankind, ſo they were the Univerſal Mo- 
rarchs, in that Right : and to their Right 
all the Princes in the World ſucceed, and 
have the fame Power they had, and ought 
to Ule it accordingly, as if they were the 
Fathers of their Subjes. And their Sub- 
jects ought -again to pay them thoſe Re- 
tpects that are due to their Fathers ; the - . 
fame Love, Reverence, and Obedience, fo 
that Treaſon is an Unnatural Crime; and- 
Rebellion'againſta man's Prince, is flying, - 
es I 


F851 
id the fate of his Father. Which no pro- 
vyocation-oftthe'Fathers ſidecan juſtitie, | 


_ Monarchy is:hiot only the moſt Natiral, 
. but the moſt'!Antient - Form of 'Govern- 
ment, and moſtigeneral ;-look into alb the 
Parts of the World, and in| che moſt'Am 


cient Times, you ſhall fitid they were:Go- 
yerhed 'by Kings ;- arid this isz 'Fruth fo 


a 

apparentin'a Hiſtory, that .Inever' met 
with any Author of any” Antiquity, that 
contradicted it; nor 1 believeever ſhalt. 
And {all thoſe People char liavebf 
late beeti."diſtovered* in'24F7c4iand 4n@? 
rica, 'there'is no: other Form of: Governs 
menr than Monarchy ;'and: the ſame, and 
onely that, 'is found'in Chira,-and allrche 
other Exftern- Parts of 4fa; which lore 
been found out of late: Years too ;"o that 
it-is vetyicafie to find, ard Name ſeveral 
Nativhswho'have lived under Kings evet 
fince tle Flood, as the:Perfiars,and Egyp- 
tiaxs, and many other ; bur it 15 impoti 
to ſhew that Place, or People who have 
been always Governed by a Coimmon- 
, wealthz/andas they have all fprung our 

| of Moxarebies, fo all the Antient Common+ 
wealths arg'long ſince ſwallowed up again 
by Monarchies z and thoſe that remain-are 
in more fear-of this,than of any other tinng 
whatſoover'; which to. mois. 's plain cory 
1 t feſlton 
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#ſſjon;that Nature tends that way, which 
may be repell'd,; but carinor be extinguiſh: 
c 
As. the molt 'Antient;; al, moſt Ge- 
neral- Form of;-Government;cfo it is the, 
beſt - all Communealths hve cither been 
liable. to: Everlaſting. internal Brovks, and 
Commations, Inſutretions; and-geditions, 
or have becr ſegired: from them more by 
the fear, ant! dread) of the Pawer. of their 
Neighbours; than cher. own Conſtitution ; 
hs weak had pon" Sm all ba 

2 rs, Carthoge ; 

ſhe fell mtg. —_ BE. home, tha 


brought her undet a Moriarchyagain: po 
this was the fate of-all the--G/cc4qn Com: 
monwealths,: ſo.-foon! ag:ever they grew 


rich, and powerſul, they beeeate. in 

and unqueet 2t»home.,  and-troublcfome 

— and//ftom 'thence fallinto ſuch 
oyls, as made-themi aPreyofielt::to. the 
ys Er —_— ang then It -the: Ro+ = 

man, _ "We9. TO Ys m2 þ41* 
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-[13, = is ws Tha all Commons 
wealths are forced. to maintgipughenſtlves 
by much Injuſtice,and flogiarieudeat, would 
make 2:man loath the: Name, ito; ſee how 
baſely the: 4thr»ians, 'and other. Erecaans, 
the keomans;and Carthageniays: wid; their 
——_— men, whom they : commonly fa- 


crificed 
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£Arifced to their Jealouſies in the Eridgleaſt 
the Love 'of the People ſhould have Ad- 
'vanced them to the Throne, and very of- 
-ten'without the leaſt cauſe given by ther 
totheirunthankful fellow Citizens. far we 
baye the like inſtances of a later date, but 
I will ſpare thoſe ' few Commonwealths, 
that ate ng in being, 


3. Ifa Commonwealth: once degene- 
rates unto Tyranny ; and a Set of ill meri 
get the Power ifitortheir hands, 'tis ſcarce 
.ever reformed but with the ruine of che 
Conſtitution ; for thoſe ill men take care 
to fill up all vacaricies by mert of the ſame 
Faction and Temper to prevent oppoſi- 
tion ; 5o:the miſery: of the Subject is as 
zmamartal as the. Sehate:: . But in a Monar- 
oy, the death of a Prifice in polieſſiori, 
gives them relief. As it is obſerved in 74: 


Dicks Hiſt. lib. 4. cap. 7 4. Vitia erunt,donec 
Homizes : : Jed 'negy hat continu, et melio- 


rum interventu pexſantur. Aslong as there 
are men, there will be. vices, but neither - 


be alwaies the ſame ; and befides 


will 
_—_— will be- Compenſated by: the 
Sneeefon of. good. met. The farſt i5 com- 


Mon to all Forms -of 
the Efleds of Humane frailty ;' but the re- 
by - 9 is only to be Expected if 
how aha 

| P > 4- f 


ernment to feet 


_ - 


4. If a Commonwealth falls into'a Ci- 
vil, or Dorheſtick War, or 'be very much 
oppreſſed by internal Difſentions, and 
Factions, or an External force, they have 
then jo other means to. ſave themſelves, 
but the Subrhiſſion to'a Temporary Mo. 
narch;z and:of this the Romans. may be 
my inſtance, who in.all fuch Caſes choke 
2 Difator, who for the time was an Abſo- 
lute Prince: and there: was always found 
a Neceſlity of ſomething hike it in all the 
reft, tho they have another Name: for it, 
and at abſt the: Romans fellinto fuch a ſtate, 
that Nothing but their:fibmniſſion to: Au: 
g*/tus could preſerve--them' from utter 
rune, . LIMITS. .L 4123 

For theſe and. mT Cauſes, which 
for brevity I_.omit; #-have ever bleſſed 
God that I was torn nia Monarchy, and 
a Subject to 4Prince,\.who is ſettled in-his 
Throne by. a long Succeflion; and an'Un- 
doubted Right, ſo that no .Mortal-hath 
any pretence againſt it. + 

Ot: Monarchies ,- fotne are; Hereditary, 
others -are EleQtive 3. the: former: hath 
many Advantages over the latter. As 
firſt, That the Prince. in poſſeſſion know- 
mg he thall be ſacceeded- by. his own Chik 
dren or near Kindred,- is bound to ſeck-the 
Weltare,and. procure:the Love -of his Sub- 
jects to the Utmoſt : whereas Princes thit 

| F. have 
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» have. onely-:an Eſtate for life, are-not {a | 


careful in that particular, but uſe their pre- 


7 ſent; Advantage: fo the Enriching of their 


private Families; or the Satiating their 


_ thirſt aſter Pleaſures, 


| Secondly; 'Eleftive Ringdoms are ſub- 
jet to _ miſeries during- the Zxter- 
which happens betwixt the Death 

of one, 2nd the Election of another Prince; 
whereas in ours the King never dies, but 
his laſt Breath conveys his Succeſſor to the 
Throne, and leaves no ſpace for the can- 
vaſing of FaRtions,: and the laying a Foun- 
dation for Civil Wars,and the Competition 
of Powerful,and Popular Men. So that I 
will conclude with the Words of my laſt 
cited Author, Minore diſcrimine Sumi 
Principem, quam queri. There is leſs dan- 


' ger in accepting, than chooſing a Prince. 


And I cannot but think he that ſubmits 
tothe Providence of God in this caſe, 1s 
in as fair a Way to be happy, as he that is 
to truit ro the Prudence of a Company of 
FaQious great men. 

Some Kingdoms are Governed Abſo» 
lutely,and Atbitrarily,and others\by Law's; 
the rf are liable to great hazards of be- 
ing very ill treated, it a Prinee of an ill 
Temper, or little Prudence. fall to their 
ſhare, Qur. Princes have given us ſuch 
abt! , F 3 vECu» 
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Security; us no other Nation hath ; That 
they will treat us well, They have Aſſured 
us, that” they will Levy*no Taxes; bur 
what ſhall be freely Granted by us in Par- 
liament ; That they wilt not Repeal any 
Qld, or EnaCt any New Laws,without the 
ſame Conſent of their _ That tio 
man ſhall be” impriſcned ':Jong without a 
Tryal; ftior Tryed, and Condemned with- 
out the Verdict of two Juries of Men of 
the ſafme,or a better quality; And tho our 
Princes are hot puniſhable for il Admini- 
ſfation, yet all their” Miniſters, and Offi- 
cers are, So that upon the whole Matter 
16 Nation in the World is better Secured 
tan the Erelifh,from Extream oppreſſion, 
and injury. © We have a Set of Excellent 
Lays in force, and are ſure to enjoy 
rhem, till we are willing to part with 
them ; We have a Property itt our Lands 
3d Goods, and can truly icall them our 
pwn, till we have forfeited thern' by our 
- own Miſdemeanor, and then We are ſure 
of a fair Tryal,befare the Law take them 
away. Our Poor are Catefully,and kind- 
Iy provided for ; in all urgent occaſions 
We have Magiſtrates diſperied-all over the | 
72576 for-opr Security ; and for the reſt, ; 

ur higheſt'Courts are open' four times in | 
jp ear, whers'all men-ttay have equal 
Right,” the Poor as well asthe Rich ;-and 
as 3 & FW - $1 a beſides, 


__y _ 


the Juftices of the Peace? or a"great pa ; 
3 
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beſides,” there come two'of the Judged 
twice in every Year into every County; 
that if any man hath cauſe for it, he may 
complain,” and have Right done him, We 


have four Seffions in every”Veir, wherein 


4 


meet to determine what's few copld no 

and by AppeaJs'redreſs thier Errors ;, arid 
there is'not a Country \ oBe but-the 
King hath an Officer in it' to-Secure” 6ur 
Peace, and Apprehend Maleſactors. LY 


Now a man would think ſuch a Go- 
vernment, as this ſhould be beloved by all 
that knew, and had Lived in it; and 
ſo it would without ,queſtion, if it were 


not too ſtrict for ill men, who have de- 


ſigns upon their Neighbours Liberties,and, 
Fortunes, tho they pretend the quite con> 


_ trary. , And fuch Men are not fit to be 


truſted with any ſhare of the Government, 
n order to promote their wicked purpo- 
eS. | 
The Next thing neceſſary in a Juſtice 
of the Peace, is a Competent Knowledg of 
the. Nature and Temper of the Eng/z/h 


People, eſpecially thoſe under his Charge. 


By-the word People, T mean only thoſe 
the' Juſtice of Peac: is to govern ; for all 
that are above that degree, are out of my 

F 4 Bounds, 
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Baunds, . and need not be Conſidered þy 
me | 


_ 7 iS © C3 4 Ws 

,; Enghand being an INand, and. lying Ex. 
poſed to perpetual. Changes: of Winds,and 
Weather, moye than the Continent doth, 
their Hymours and Spirits are. 1n d perpernal 
Mation ; and-this aftets their Minds too, 
and makes them yery uncertain, and very 
much given to:Change, if thoſe that have 
the Condutt of, them, do-not frequently 
inculcate the danger of it, and ſeverely 
puniſh thoſe that give occaſion to the be-. 
ginnings of Commotions, that ſo this fear 
may Counterballance this Natpral inclina- 
flop to Change. 


© 2. The, Eng/;þþ Blood is very eaſily Irri- 


tated, and hard to be allayed, whileſt it is 
Jn its fury. Eſpecially if it be inflamed with 
Drink,and Exceſs, or exaſperated with ill 
ulage.and Injuſtice. And that is the true 
Reaſon; why we need ſo many perſons to 
Keep the Peace amongſt them, and ſo ma- 
' ny Laws to. Secure it, and.prevent Exceſs 
40 Dr inking,and Idleneſs, W ich is the Oc- 
caſion of Quarrels, and the Nurſe of Pa- 
verty. © And the great Care of the' Magi- 
ftrate ſhould be to Cure this, Firſt,by pre- 
venting all. Menaces, or Threatnio 

requiring Sureties of the . Peace of them 
that. uſe them. Secondly, All Ea, 


. ff £55 » 
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Slanders, fuch; as tend to the Raine of 
mens Reputation and Livelihood, by Secu- 


ities of the Good Behaviour. Thirdly, All 


Exceſs, by a Severe Execution of the Laws 
gut Tipling, .and putting down thoſe 
houſes that ſuffer Diforder,and Exceſs. 
Fourthly, To be ſure not to give them any. 
occaſion to complain of Injuſtice,and Op- 
preſſion, by an Exact Care to Xeep zo the 
Rule of the Law, which will Juſtifie him, 
and keep them quiet ; for I have not ob- 
ſeryed, but that they ſubmit patiently to 
that Severity,which the Law umpoſoth on 
them, it they be once ſatisfied the Law is 


-ſo. 


3. What William the Conqueror obſer- 
ved of the Normans,is as true of the Eng{i/h. 
If they be Governed Well, and Severely, 
they are Valiant, and in great difficulties 
Excel all other men,  endeavouring| to ma- 
ſter their Enemies : But if this be negle- 
ed, they tear and deſtroy each others, for 
they Love Rebellions, and Seditions, and 
are ready for all forts of Miſchief.Let them 
therefore be reſtrain'd with ſeverity, and 
be forced by the Rein of Diſcipline to keep 
the Path of Juſtice ; for if this Wild Aſs 
be fuffer'd to go Unyoaked, they and their 
Princes will be Qverwhelmed with Pover- 
ty,and Confuſion;. 7kis (faith that Prince) 
[ have learned by much Experience. - 
| 4 But 
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4. But then they muſt be Governed 
ell, that is, with Prudence, and Jaſtice, 
as well as with Severity ; for it may be 
there is no Nation under Heaven ſo impa- 
tient of Ihriury, and Wrong, as the Engizfh, 
and whatſoever is not preciſely according 
to Law, they will Efteem fuch, and when 
occaſior! ſerve, revenge it. But neither 
can they. bear too much Lenity,and Mer- 
cy; they grow infolent, when they are 
Floterad-and Caurted, and never regard 
thoſe that ſeem to fear them. The Ad- 
vice therefore of the Conqueror is good, and 
as fir for our Days, as if it had been given 
but Yeſterday. 


5. The Engliſhare not more Couragious 
m Vifible and Apparent Dangers, which 
they never fear, than Timerous and Sufpi- 
tious of every thing they hear ; the moſt 
incredible ſilly Story io the World frights 
them into Diforder, and Confuſion, and, 
without Examining the truth,or poſſibility 
of the Report, they ruſh into Action, and 
follow them "that pretend to Lead them 
Out of thoſe difficulties ; And of this we 
had abundant Experience in the lateTimes, 
and have lately had enough again to re- 
mind us of it ; and herein the Gare of the 
Mayiſtrate ſhould be, af 1 ſeverely 
the Spreaders of Libels,and falſe —_—— 

L 4 | an 
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rj 
ah& the Fomeniters of Falſe celiſory fears, 


4 fealouſies. 
"6. The E auth are ve Religions Na- 
curally, and in the wii almoſt 


ruined themſelves by their-Liberality to 
the Church,and: Monaſteries'; but the fol- 
ly of that being diſcovered at the Refors 
mation, they bave fince run to the other 
Extream, wi almoſt ruined the -Church, 
by tearing what they could from it ; and 
they are now as mad of running; after eve- 
ry new Sort of Teacher, that pretends to 
ſhew them an undiſcovered Way to Hea- 
ven, as they were of the Monks and Fryars 
before ; and this hath a miſchievous Effect 
upon the State too, and will Eternally en- 
danger our ruine, till it be redrefled by a 
Conſtant, nnd Severe. Execution of our 


' Laws againſt Conperticles, of which I ſhall 


ſpeak more, when Ic come to Confider our: 
Factions. | | 


+, In Antient Times the People wand 1o 
addicted to the Nobility, and fond of their 
Gentry,” that: two or three diſcontented 
Noblkemen made gothing to bring an Ar- 
my into 'the' Field, and fight their Sove- 
cab | bur the Wars betwixt the: Houſes 
of Tor tand:iLavcfer having almoſt total- 
ly-Ruined; and Extinguiſhed the Anticor 

IO Power 
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Power of the Nobility. © Zexrry the 52h: 
by Politick Laws. Henry the 8:b by hy 
Violence, and Queen El:zabeth by her SE” 
verity againſt the Great Men,and Condeſ- 
centions to the have fo turn'd the: 
Tide the other Way, that: the People do: 
now 45S 0 ri ” o Undervalue them: 
And to this the Factions in Religion have 
contributed very much; for one of: the: 
firſt Principles theſe. Lanthorn men; teach 
their followers, is to deſpite their Betters, 
and ſuſpe&,and ſpeak Evil of their Supe- 
riors, which Added to the Natural Envy 
all men have. for them: who hve in a more 
ſplendid condition, - bids fair for the Extir- 
pation of all our Gentry,and / Nobility, if 
they do not regain the Love of the People 
by Virtue, and Extinguiſh- theſe Factions 
by a ſevere,and conſtant Execution of our 
Laws, as I faid before ; but however, this 
they may be certain of, the Enemies of the 
eſtabliſhed Religion are their Irreconcile- 
able,and Sworn Enemies. 

« And this brings me to the third 'Thing 
neceſlary to be known, viz. The ſeveral 
Fattions we have amongſt us, and how to 
Govern them, Which I reckon to-be three, 
the Popiſh, the Puritan, and the Common: 
wealth Party 5 which is made up of Men of 
all Religions in pretence, tho in the Bot- 
tom they may be ſuſpected to have none. 

| Papery 
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212 pet ot was once the Sole Religion 
; England: and altho they were well diſpo- 
to throw it off by the Zxations and 
Odpreffons of ; the Court of Rome in the 
-days of Hexry the 2d, and John, as 
appears by the the Complaints made of them 
in:rhe Reign. of Richard the 2d, and at 
_ "-othertimes in Parliament ; yet when Zex- 
-rp the 8th reſolved to 1th the Pope's 
Supremacy by an Oath, many ſtuck fo 
heartily to it, that they Suffered Death, of 
whom Sir Thomas Moore was the Chief, 
who had been Lord Chancellor of E land; 
-_ HTS that Prince mai the 
| —— of the Docrine intire 
to bo his ; Edward the 6th refor- 
ined the Doftrine too; but he Lived not 
long; ——_— his Succeſſor threw 
all mg} an] oven he into their former 
her Sclangl the Na- | 
—_ ta ary :; Queen Ekizaberh on 
the oeber de Gllowed the-Example of her 
Brother, and ſettled the Religion, as now 
it ſtands ;: but then theſe irregular Mo- 
tions kept mens Minds in great Suſpence, 
fo that they knew not whiat-to think; 
and fome:men'had changed 1{o often to - 
Comply! with-their Princes, that at laſt 
were d{hamed' to change any more, 
and ſo.Continued Papiſts.in Queen Eliza 
beth tune, tho they had been Proteſiangs 


of ak 
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- in the Reign of Edward thefrh, Others 
imbraced the [Proteſtant Rebgion then. ; 
'with a reſolution to deſert it-agam, if the 
Times Changed; but their | Children: be- 
.came ſincere; and they died in that Pro- 
fefſion, when'they never” had 'any occe- 
Fon to alter it witlr Safery.' And many 
- thro Prejudice and  Edueation;/ and: 'for 
Want of Means, and Ability.to. 'Examine 
things, - Continued in the Popith Religjoo; 
but yet the greateſt: part of the Nation 
took/up an hearty eeken for it,out of a 
deteſtation of the Cruelty: they had ſeen 
uſed in'the R of Ziray the Brk and 
Quecn' Mary;'and of the: Treacheries they 
had ſeen practiſed againit Queen E/zu- 
Seth, who they phe prey TY and Ad- 
mired." 

And indece che 

-of herR 1 all'E In 
End to'that FaRion earn if two 
things tud-norkepe up theab hopes, ad 
revived it,” 
-: The firſt of whithnws their 
tion, that! Baxy Queer bf che :iSro7s would 
have ſuetetled her: in'th Throne, who 
Was true to them z cr ure 
off by her death (tho thatwasa long 
aſter, ) 'yer-they Nil flarreret} tar 
ſome other- perſon of ' their 'Perſwaſion 
would mhoric her-Crpwn, and put an cod 
to 
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to their Sufferings : And the truth is, it is 
the Nature of Mankind to hope for Extra- 


ordinary aſliſtances from God, eſpeciall 
= ana Sc 0p"Mh "3 Does. rr 


- it that maketh it fo difficult to Extirpate 
thoſe Fadtions that are built upon that pre- 
tence. bro | 

\. The ſecond: thing that tended to'up- 
hold Popery in England, was the Policy of 
Philip the 24. King, of Spain, who to re- 
venge the ' Aſſiſtance the Queen lent his 
Subjedts in Flanders, then in a War with 
him ; built ſeveral Colledges at Doway 
and 'other places, for fuch Priefts and Fe- 
ſuits as fled over to him out -of; England, 


_ andendowed them with ſome ſmall Reve- 


nues, jand-theſe made it their buſineſs to 
ater could, thacally of the Nebiley 
as tNey © eſpecially of the Nobih 

and Gentry, and there they bred themup 
in 2n/ invincible hatred of the Religion by 
Law: Eſtabliſhed ; and Others 'they fenx 
over with Orders to preach up Popery as 
much as they durſt;\and had it:not been 
| for this, there had been very few. Papilts 
—_ that Queens death, who reigned 
... Tho: King Fawes were infinitely diſob- 
liged;by this Fagftion at his firſt coming 
tothe Crown, by the Powder-P ot, and fo 
made Severer Laws againſt CO 
Me ueen 
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Queen Elizabeth did; yet neither were 
they Carefully Executed-irt his,or his Sons 
times, yet fhis Fation ſenhibly decreaſed, 
and a great part of thoſe that remained 
were ruined by the War ; and the late 
Plot in. this King's time hath proved very 
effectual to bring off many more from that 
Opinion ; ſo that by one means, or other, 
it is become one of the ntoſt_ deſpicable 
PFations \nthis Nation ; and if the Blow 
had been well followed, might perhaps 
have been infirely ruined. 


- Had Queeri Elizabeths Methods beert 
well purſued by all her Succeſfors, they 
muſt-it likelyhood have been Extinguiſh- 
ed ; butithere was an Odd fort of Policy 
taken up, which was to Slackeft the Exe- 
cution 'of the Laws againſt them , that 
ehey might be a Counter-ballance to the 
Puritans Faction; which ' produced two 
pe Firſt, They were ſo far from 
| lending us any Afliſtance-againſt the D:/+ 
ſenters,''that their Prieſts: encreaſed the 
Number of - them 'by Preaching: up their 
Opinions, and. Adding to them, as appears 
by a ſmall Pamphlet called Foxes and Fire- 
fraxds, which proved they. were the Fa- 
thers of porary* Prayers 'ih Publick 


aſſemblies. And by ſeverat other ſactStra- 
tagems which they imployed 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, Theſe Diſſerters made it thcir 
-great buſineſs to inculcate into the Heads 
of the Rabble an Opinion, That all the 
'Lenity, that was uſed towards the 
Papiſts, proceeded from a Love to Popery; 
which both made more Parztares, than 
there would otherwiſe have been, and 
made them better thought of by the Rab- 
ble, fo that: inſtead of Diminiſhing, or 
Weakning that Faon, it encreaſed it,and 
added reputation to it ; and the Papiſts 
made the fame uſe of it, and drew over 
ſome Weak, and Unſteady Souls to joyn 
; with them ; fo that our Enemies encrea-+ 
| ſed on both ſides, but eſpecially the Dif 
- ſenters; and this was all we ever did, or 
q _ get by that Extravagant piece of Po 
| Beſides all this, the People will ever 
entertain jealous thoughts, and be diſcon- 
tented at all thoſe, that ever ſo little favour 

| the Papiſts, and fo long as there 1s any 
| Number of them amongſt us, beſides all 
the difquiet they give us, the Factious Dif- 
ſenters will take hold of that pretence to 
do us a miſchief, as time, and opportunity 
ſerve. bs 7 Hh nh 
-* So I conclude it is the Intereſt and 
Duty of gll Magiſtrates, to put the Laws 
againſt them Conſtantly, and Vigorouſly 
it Execution, and eſpecially thoſe againſt 
Ten G ſending 
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ending their Children beyond Sea to be I 
bred in the Seminartes, and Feſuites Col. 


ledges, where they learn more Malice and 
more Skill, than they could do in Exglaxd. 


And becauſe this 1s a work of time, jt 
is their Duty in the interim to ſhew thx 
People two things ; Firſt, That theſe res 
liques of Popery are not 1n any Capacity 
of doing us any great miſchief, if we. do 
not contribute to zt by our own folly, they 
being few in Number, and generally ha- 
ted. Secondly, That the Difexters are 
never a Whit better, than the' Papiſts in 
many of their Opinions,or Practices, eſpe-' 
cially thoſe that relate to Government ;; 
and that tho they have ever declaimed: 
moſt furioufly againſt Popery, yet they * 
have always maintained under-hand a Cor- : 
reſpondence with them, and they have. 
mutually helped one another to deſtroy 
us. 

And even-when th& Dziſenters knew it 
not, have they been influenced by Popilh 
Emiſlaries in diſguiſe, who inflamed their 
fiery Spirits during our late Rebellion, and 
drove them to that height of Fury, that 
they Murthered their Prince, and an hun- 
dred thouſand of their fellow Subjects with 
unheard of Barbarity ; and yet in the mean 
time little thought whoſe Agents they 


were, 


[83] 
they purfae the ſame deſign, and lay all 


It were more ingenuous to Confeſs their 
Error, and forſake all thoſe Courſes, and 
Principles, which gave the Jeſuzrs oppor- 
tuntity and encouragement to puſh them 
on to ſuch Lewd,and Wicked Practices. 


[ 
; 
. 
| 


Before I was aware of it, I am fallen +, ,.. 
uport the ſecond #aftion, which is the P#-> ,;;,; 
ritane, this was at firſt all of a piece, and Fudtijoy: 


all Pare Presbyterians ; but in the Reign 
of Queen Elizabeth, began to ſubdivide, 
and in the Late Rebellion they Crumbled 
into ſo many , that they have now no 
common Ligament to Unite them , but 
their hatred ro the Religion by Law Eſta- 
bliſhed ; and Preshytery which gave them 
all life, is now one of the ſmalleſt, and moſt 
Contemptible amongſt them. | 
"The Riſe of this was owing, to the Ma- 
riay Perſecutiori ; for many of our Coun- 
tfy-men, eſpecially the Clergy, were by 
the fury of it forced to flee into Germany, 
where fome of them ſettled ar Geneva, 
Zsrick, and other Places, which had im- 


fo becaine in Love with the Novelty of it; 
ethers ſtuck to that which had been ſet- 


Were, and now the Secret is diſcovered, 


that is paſt to theſe Papiſts, tho not one of 
« Thouſand was fo,as all the World knows. 


braced Calviy's Method of Diſcipline, and 


'L > led | 
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"Ted here in Frgland in the Reign of Z/. 
ward the 6th; and this Cauſed a ſharp 
- Bickeririg betwixt them at Franckford in 
' the:Year 1554, in which they that: ſtood 
for the Eng/!ſb Liturgy at laſt prevailed, 
Queen Mary dying ſoon after, theſe 
. too, got the ſtart of the Genevi/ts 1n their 
. return, and the Queen, who underſtood 
her own Intereſt very well,. Settled the 
Religion as now it ſtands ; Knowing that 
Presbytery was Calculated 'for Common- 
Wealths, and deſtructive of the Rights of 
 Soveraignity and Monarchy. Yet She Wl 
Advanced many of theſe men . to Deana- 
ries,and inferior Dignities in the Churciy; 
and they again ſo tar.Complyed with the 
Religion Eſtabliſhed, as:not to make any 
-open ſeparation from '1t,' tho they were 
ever,and anon Complaining of Ceremonies 
and humane Impoſitions.. .' The reaſon of 
their Compliance was, becauſe they had 
no great Party in England to back them; 
_ andthe Reaſons why the Queen bore with 
them were, the Want of Learned men to 
ſupply thoſe Places, their Zealous Preach- 
ing againſt Popery,. which was then the 
only Faction that was feared,and the hopes 
many men had that in time they might 
become wiſer. 0? 

In the firſt 9. Years | of the Queens 
Reign, the Papiſts as well as the Diſer 
: £ ters 
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ters frequented our Churches, and Litur-' 
gy, and they began the Separation both 


at once ; and 1t is now apparent, that Z7al- 


lingham, Coleman, and Besſon, three of the 


Puritan Separatiſts,were Roman Prieſts 


- in diſguiſe. As 1s undeniably proved by- 
Dr. Stz/ingfieet 1n his Preface to the Un- 
reaſonableneſs of Separation,&c. from that 


Pamphlet I lately mentioned, called, Foxes, 
and Firebrands, which was Publiſhed by 
Dr. Nalſon, and is in his Firſt Voll. of H;- 


| ftorical Collettions, reprinted ; ſo that it is 
probable, if theſe Romiſh Prieſts had not. 


puſhed things forward of Purpoſe to ruine 
us by Diviſions, this Faction might have 
expired with thoſe men that brought it out 
of Germany, | 

But however, there were two things 
recommended it. The deſign of Extir- 
pating Epiſcopacy, made all thoſe men fa- 
your it, who had a mind to the Biſhops 
Lands, and had any hopes to poſſeſs them- 
ſelves of them, which were then Cour- 
tiers, under the Queen, and ſome Country 
Gentlemen. Secondly, The inferior Clergy, 
Who were ambitious, and well conceited 


of their own ability, were highly plea- 


ſed to be infranchiſed from the Juriſdi- 
tion of the Biſhops, and with the Aſſi- 
ſance of two Lay Brothers, to govern all 


at their diſcretion, and many of the Laity 
G 3 had 
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had a mighty. conceit to be tamper; 
with Church Diſcipline, which the IS 
they underſtood, the better they thought 
they could manage it. 

And Scotland Reforming at the fame 
time, the Queen (who preterred any Re- 
kgion before Popery) ſuffered Presbytery 
to be ſettled there, tho, ſhe might, perhaps, 
have prevented it at firſt. And-the inter- 
courſe that from thenceforward was be- 
twixt the Scots and Us, increaſed very 
mueh the Number of Our E»g/i/þ Dilen- 

rs, 
0 Having. thus won Over 1n time a Con- 
fiderable Number of the Eng/:/þ to joyn 
with them, and finding there was no pro- 


bability to perſwade that Queen to un- 
ſettle the Church again to. introduce their 
Diſcipline ; and Perceiving they got ſmall 
Advantages by prays rg feta Print 


. Ing Libels againſt the Biſhops,and Churches 
Governnent,and Ceremonies, inſolent Pe- 
titions to the Parliament, and in Clan- 
deſtine' manner held great Meetings of 
their Party, and'iin them reſolved wh u 
bheir Diſcipline without Law, and again 
the Queens Will, and ſome of them at- 
tempted to raiſe Infurreions in- Loudon, 
and were hanged for it, and the-reſt pro» 
| ſecuted in the High-Commiſlion,and other 
Eccleſiaſtical Courts. ps 
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So they got ſmall Advantage during 
the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, and not 
much more in King Fames his time, his 
Majeſty being - perfetly well inſtructed 
1n their Principles, Praftiſes, and Tempers 
in Scotland, by the Experience of what he 
and his Mother had ſuffered by them ; fo 
diſpairing of Prevailing by Art upon the 
Crown, they Moulded themſelves into a 
State FaQtion, and by recommending their 
diſciples and favorers to the People for 
Good-Commonwealth-men, hoped in time 
to Force the Crown, to vail to the Sce 
ter of Jeſus Chriſt, as they Blaſphemouſly 
call'd their Diſcipline, by getting them in- 
to the Houſe of Commons , by which 
means they plagued King James, and at 
laſt ruined his Son. 

But theſe Good-Common-wealth-men, 
when they had got what they aimed at, 
had no more mind to ſubmit to Presbyte- 
ry, than the King before them ; and there 
were ſuch a powerful Quantity of Under- 
Suckers ſprung up, that it was not fafe in 
the Uncertainty they were then in, to dif- 
{ſt them-; ſo-Presbytery was laid aſide 

and then perſecuted, in Eng/and, and 
totally ruined in Scotland; and Indepen- 
dency reaped the Crop of Advantage which 
Presbytery had ſown in blood ; and by 


the Help of a general 7o/eration,there was 
G 4 as 
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as great a Swarm of ſeveral Religions in 
England, as there was of Lice, and Frops, 
in Egyp?, till at laſt the Land ſtank with 
them. 

And the Commen-wealth-men too, fared 
no better than the Presbyterians, for when _ 
by a long Series of Hypocriſtes, Perjuries, 
Treaſons, Bloodſhed , inſufferable Taxes, 
Sequeſtrations, Plunderings, and Decima- 
tions, they had almoft .ruined and 1mpo- 
veriſhed the Whole Nation , their own 
General and Army at lait turn'd them out 
of Doors, and took poſleſſion of the ſpoil, 
and leſt them to ſhare the Sin,and Infamy 
amongſt them : And fo the Nation, after 
a tryal of a brace of Tyrants, and half a 
dozen Sorts of Common-wealths, returned 
ih the Year 1660, to the fame ſtate it was 
in belore, under his Majeſty who now 
Reigns. Whom God Long Preſerve. 


] have drawn this Narrative as ſhort as 
ever I could, and by a Neceſſary Conſe- 
quence, I have been forced to Leave out 
many Particulars fit for Magiſtrates to be 
acquainted with, in order to the fully 
underſtanding how deſtructive theſe 
Mens Principles,and Practices are, both of 
. the Prgliſh Liberties, and Government, 
and alſo of the Religion Eſtabliſhed, and 
gndeed of all Monarchies whatſoever : But 


if 
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if the Reader deſire further information,he 
may have recourſe to the Piece I cited. 
above of Dr. S:4ingfleets,and to Dr. Hey- 
lin's Hiſtory of Presbytery, who have 
Learnedly treated, with others, of this ſub- 
j5e at large. 

All that I will infer from it, is, That 
be the difficulty what it will, theſe Facti- 
ons mult be ſuppreſled,and Extirpated, or 
the Government and Peace of Eng/and can 
never be Secured ; We all fee how Near 
the brink of Ruine and Deſtruction they. 
brought us once before, and it is ridiculous . 
to expect the ſame cauſes will not produce 
the ſame effets, if they be not Over-ru- 
led by the Divine Providence, from which 
It is in vain to Expect any aſſiſtance, with- 
out our Concurring endeavours as far as 
we can or may, . 

And this a man would think, were a 
ſufficient Reaſon for the putting in Execu- 
tion all our Laws againſt them, who have 
treated us ſo hardly without, and againſt 
Law, and by all the Crimes that ever were 
or can be perpetrated by men, endeavour- 
ed to deſtroy us; and he that can ſeriouſly 
refle& upon all this, and yet believe that 
they mean us no harm, muſt be leſt to Ex- 

perience, the Miſtriſs of Fools, for better 
information. 


But 
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Bat then the Reader may be pleafed 
to confider, it muft be a conſtant as well 
45 2 feyvere Execurion, that muft do the 
buſineſs, it is, as I faid, a Work of time, 
and Factions in Religion are not tro be 
. ſuddenly rooted out ; except we would 
yu. zte. our Country as the Spani- 

did by baniſhing the Moores all at 
once, the ill effets of which they have 
ſince found, but cannor Remedy- 

For if we be ſometimes Severe, and 
at others Careteſs; rhe one will enrage 
them” againſt us, and the other enable 
them to Execate their Malice upon us 
at. one time, or another ; and it may be, 
when' we leaſt expe it, tho it 1s at all 
times to; be feared. 

For they are a Fattton in our Boſomes 
Strong, and. Vigilant, who never did nor 
wilt flip any” opportunity to advance 
themſelves, and bring us under, andthey 
wilt. nevex want Monitors to incite, and 
ftirr them up againſt us, as long, as there 
is a Feſuite in the World, that is Knave e- 
nough'to diſſemble with' God and Man, 
and. pretends he.is one of their Party; ; 
And they will, never want aſſiſtants as 
long as the Common-wealth Party is in 
being, who* can rely upon none but 
theſe, for the Extirpating the Monar- 

old W 
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_ Salcome to the third Faftion, which 
1»5'the Commonlealth-]arry, of which 
F have been neceſſitated to ſay ſomething 
before the Time, of which Faction I may 
ſately fay, that it is of no Antiquity, for 
in Antient Tunes, when ever any Con- 
teſts happened betwixt ourKings,and their 
Subjects, tho. they Depoſed, and Murthe- 
red ſeveral of their Kings; as Edward 
the Second and Richard the Second, and 
Rebelled againft others ; yet they never 
went about to deſtroy the Monarchy, 
but ſet up the right Heirs, or other$. of 
the inthe place of the Dethroged 
Prince; but for any Attempt to. fet up 
a Common: wealth, all our Hiſtories fail 
us till the laſt Rebellion, and then u 
the Murther of Charizs the firft, they 
declared againft Kingly Goveroment , 
and for a Government without a King, or 
Houle of Peers. 

Some have thought this was no part 
of their Intention at firſt , but thar they 
came to it by the Event of Afﬀairs, be- 
yond their Intentions, but he thar ſhall 
ſeriouſly confider by what Steps and Me- 
thods. they: brought things about and the 
Principles of the chief Men: that managed! 
their Aﬀairs ; can-never think, that they 
intended leſs when they began; tho. they: 


were forced to conceal | their _ 
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becauſe the diſcovering them too ſoon 
would certainly have defeated them. 
And I have read, that one of them than-: 
ked God, that he had Lived to ſee 4 
Common-wealth ſettled in Eng/avd, which 
he had deſigned to introduce 3o years 
before. 

And in the Cloſe, they did what*they 
could to have had Monarchy and the Roy- 
al Family abjured tho they failed in the 
effeting it. . Yide the ſhort View of the 
Late Troubles, pag. 471. 

1? In the next place it is fit to conſt- 
der, whence this hankering after a Com- 
mon-wealth ſprung, and how it came to 
inte&t the Engliſh Nation , ſome have al- 
cribed this to the more frequent reading 
of Greek and Latin Authors, and tho 


. this might have ſome effe& upon Tainted 


Minds, yet it 1s a Cauſe too weak to pro- 
duce fuch an Effet. And therefore I ra- 
ther aſcribe it, Firſt to the Presbyterian 
Principles, for as they are exactly Rei- 
publican, as hath been made to appear, fo 
the Men who firſt took up, and drive on 
thoſe Practiſes, were all of that Patty to 
a Man, or of thoſe that had ever mighti- 
ly favoured them, 

2. In the' next place, I- reckon the 
Neighbour-hood and Proſperity of the 
Dutch, who having by War freed them- 
DS, ſelyes 
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ſelves from all Obedience to their Prince, 
the King of Spazs, chiefly by the Aſſi- 
ſtance of the £»gli/h, thoſe Souldiers that 
had lived many years amongſt them, took 
ſuch a fancy for a Common wealth, that 
-nothing could fatisfie them without it, 
:and accordingly I have obſerved, that 
moſt ' of the Officers that the Parliament 
imployed in the beginning of the late 
. War, had been bred Souldiers in the Ne- 
therlinds. | RE 

3. As the Papiſts ſend their Children to 
St. Omers, and other places to be Educa- 
red in an Averſion for our Religion ; ſo 
theſe Common-wealth Mea ſend theirs to 
Holland] Geneva, and other. ſuch places; 
from whence they return'poyſoned with 
Antimonarchical Princples, 'and 'are al- 
ways ſeeking opportunities todiſtaſte the 
People with our Ancient Government. 
4. The diſcovery of the Weſt-ndtes 
brought a vaſt Wealth into Exrope; much 
of which falling into the hands of the 
Engliſh Nation , they grew Proud and 
Ungovernable, eſpecially after King James 
bad put'an end to'che War with Spazr, 
and they had enjoyed a Peace of near 
Thirty Years Continuance,and that Trade 
and Peace, and Wealth, ſhould make men 
Ungovernable is'no new thing, /as-long as 


the Grecians and Remans were-'poor and 
S160 weak 
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weak, they lived contenitedly under Kings, 
but when they grew Rich, and Powerful, 
they threw off that Government, and ſet 
up Common-wealths. 


Two things afforded thern great oppor- 
tunitics, if not Temptations to it : The 
firſt was, the Poverty of the Crown. The 
Old Revenues were much impaired by 
the Liberality,or Neceſlities of onr Princes, 
and no relief could be had but in Parlia- 
ment, and there they knew fo well how 
to truck, that no Prerogateve no Money ; 
They would not- freely give, but fell the 
King Supplyes for Liberty ; and they took 
care too to increaſe that Neceſlity, by en- 
gaping the King in Wars, and then deny- 
ing him Money to carry them on, and to | 
diſcontent the People at the fame time at 
the Unproſperous Events of them. Thus 
the Crown grew. every day poorer, and 
the People Richer. 


.- Another thing was, the Factions in Re- 
gion, which howſocever they were Ma- 
aged, one Party or other were diſlatis- 
fied, and thefeby diſpoſed to Wreak their 
Malice on the Crown, by EleCting ſuch 
Men to ſerve in Parliaments, as were ill 
diſpoſed to it. * Whereas before , when 
England 'was all of one Religion, it was 
| ſcarce 
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ſcarce poſſible to pretend any thing, in 
which the whole Body of the People were 
Concern ; So that theſe Animolities in 
Religion, ended in a Civil Faction, and 
many Ambitious Men who cared for No 
Rehon. 060 yet make uſe of them,as toals 
to Work their Ends upon the Crown. 


Two other things Contributed very 
much to the effecting their deſigns Firſt 
Scotland led the Dance,and Rebelled upon 
pretence of Religion ; and alrho the King 
might eaſily have Conquered them by a 
Battel , or Blocking up their Harbours ; 


yet being a Tender Prince, and unwilling 


to ſhed the Blood of his own Traiterous 
Subjeds ; he rather choſe to end the Con- 
troverſy by a Treaty ; which gave them 
time to Concert their Afﬀairs with the 
a” of the ſame Faction, and that fur- 

ithed them with means to raiſe another 
Army and enter E»g/axd, which neceſſi- 
tated the Calling of that Fatal Parliament, 
which had like to have ruined the Monar- 
chy, and Nation both at once. 


Secondly, the 1ri/b Papiſts Rebelled at 
the ſame time, and riſing ſuddenly, Maſ- 
facred 100 060 Exgliſh, which fo depopu- 
lated Jreland, that the King conld have 
no Aſliſtance from it, the remaining En- 


gliſh 
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2/iſþ-being hardly able to Subſiſt ; and the 
Parliament made another Advantage of it, 
by perſwading the Zmg/z/p to believe the 
King had Procured this deſolation there. 

The City of Loxdox lent the Parhament 
Money, furntſhed them with Tumults to 
Drive the King out of it firſt,and then with 
Armies to force him back again ; and too 
many of the Gentry were Lazy,and would 
not ſtir, timerous and durſt not, difcon- 
tented, and willing the Crown ſhould be 
reduced, tho not ruined. 

But when they came to put the Project | 
1n Execution, and after the ruine of the 
King's 'Forces, to erect their Common- 
wealth of England, there were other difh- 
culties that could not be overcoine, their 
own Army that had done their Drudgery, 
would not be Disbanded, and they could 
not force them. "They had rid their hands 
of one of the Three Eſtates that Conſti- 
tute our Parliament, the Spiritual Lords, 
at firſt. And there was a parcel of 
Lords Temporal, who for a long time 
Acted with: them ; but at Laſt, -being 
not able to digeſt the Infolence of the 
Commons , ſtood off ; upon which 
they Voted them 7/e/e/5, and laid them 
by too. ' So that all was then in the hands 
of the Commons. [Df 
' They could not, or would not Diſfolve 

them 
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themſelves, in the ſtate things then were, 
for then the whole Power would have » 
been in the Army,and Officers, who might 
eaſily have prevented the Meeting of an- 
other Parliament, and the. whole Nation 
- was diſſatisfied to ſee them divide the 
— ſpotdand profit, amongſt themſelves, with- 
out any hope that any, but they and their 
Relations ſhould partake with them in the 
reward, as they had in'the danger ; the 
Gentry were generally known to have 
Wiſhed well to the King, and the Rabble 
were to be pleaſed, by. ſuffering them to 
infult over their Old Maſters, and the 
Royal Party, tho Conquered , were not 
dejected, and the Godly Party were fallen 
1n Sunder, and the /ndependents were per- 
ſecuting their Sire, Presbytery. 


The Commons were a Body conltitiited 
of two Knights for every Shire, and two 
Burg: files for. each Corporation ; and the 
Latter exceeded vaſtly the former in Num- 
ber : arid tho this inequality had not been 
much regarded Under the Monarchy ; yet 
how the Houſe of Commons was to be 

' made the Standing Senate of the Nation, 
the Counties Would not indure it ; if the 
| People had ſuffered any Grievance under 
' the Monarchy , they Complained 1a Par- 
lament , and had -redref. But Now 
a F4 they 
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they had no body to complain to but the 
Commons, atid they, when the Caſe be- 
came their own, Anſwered them with 
Blows,and Death. | 

So- that what looked ſo prettily, and 
eaſy to be affeted at a diſtance, when it 
came to be tryed, was found impradtica- 
ble, and the moſt infufferable Slavery in 
Nature, and one fell to deviſe one Reme- 
dy, and another another ; but none would 
do, and the Commons were not to be dif- 
poſleſt of what had coſt them ſo many 
Lives to purchaſe it, ſo the Sword deter- 
mined the Controverſy here too, and to 
the general joy of the whole Nation, the 
General,and Army-Saints ſent them pack- 
ing to Conſider, what they had done and 
what they deſerved, but the Wealth they 
had got by Villany, did yet afford them 
fome Conſolation in this World. As I 
faid before. 

I have been as ſhort,as poſſibly I could, 
and I have purpoſely omitted many things, 
which ſhould otherwiſe have been fpoken 
that I might be ſo; and now with the 
Readers Patience, I ſhall enquire whether 
the deſign of extinguiſhing the Monarchy, 
be really and totally laid afide at this day : 
to which I anſwer No. | | 

For firſt all the Principal Cauſes do ſtill 
tubfift, We have the ſame A Wi 
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then we had;and they have the fame Prin« 
ciples,and Diſpoſitions,and follow the ſame 
Methods they then did ; they Educate 
their Children in the ſame Places, and re 
commend the fame ſort of Men to the 
People they did before. But there are ſome 
things, that ſtand in their way, which did 
not then. 


_ I. His Majeſty hath a- better Revenue 
then his Father had, and this is a great 
Block in their way, but they hope it will 
end with his Life, and in the mean tinis-- 
we krow, what hath been done to Curly = + 
him in that particular. EH 


S 


3- The Militia of the City of Zondex; 
and the reſt of the Nation 1s Fruſty 
hands, and no Rebellion can for the. pre-. 
| ſentbe ſafely begun,and therefore the Chief 


Officers are Fraduced to the People, as, 
Men of Arbitrary Principles, favourers of 
Popery,and Papiſts. THE 
4. The Miniſters of State are. all repre- 
ſented to the People, as French Pention- 
| H z ErS/ 
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ers, and Papiſts in Maſquerade. Whit 
the meaning of this 1s, my Lord Bacoy 


| ſhall tell you. This is a fure Rule, that if 
_ the Envy upon the Miniſter, be great, 


O 
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when the cauſe of it, in him, 1s fmall; 
or if the Envy be General in a manner, 
upon all the Miniſters of an Eſtate; 
the Envy ( tho hidden ) is truely upon 
the State it ſelf. Eſſay the 97h. But then 
*tis not ſo eafie to deſtroy them as it was 
before, becauſe 'tis better known now. 
5. Scotland and Treland are quiet, and 
is Majeſty hath good Guards 1n both of 
hem to keep them ſo, whereas his Father 
ad none, and tho there have been dread- 
fal Complaints of them, and divers At- 
empts m Scotland to deſtroy them, by 
he Covenanting Whiggs, yet it will not 
do, there they are ſtill, and no body can 
help it. 
. '6, The Nation hath a ftrong Impreſſi- 
on left of the Miſeries of the Late War, 
the Blood-ſhed, Taxes, and Tyranny they 
then groaned under, and his Majeſty can- 
not forget the Merhods that were uſed to 
deſtroy his Father, and Banith him, and 
he will never give them /eave to play over 
the Old Game, and this was it, which 
made the Late Conſpiracy to Maurther 
him, 1o neceſfary. 


| 7. The 
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7. The Houſe of Peers have no mind to 
be Voted down the ſecond time, and they 
ſtoutly oppoſe what ever tends that way z 
and the Diflenting Lords have loit the Af 
fiftance they formerly had, from the Po- 
pith Peers in that ſouſe, and may proteſt 
and complain, but could never carry one 
Vote ſince ; a manifeſt Argument, how. 
much the Puritan, and Popith FaQtion 
ſtand in need of cach other. | 
- 8. The liberty of the Prefs was for feve- 
ral years loſt,but fince that reſtraint ended, | 


we have not wanted Seditious Pamphlets... ...-- 


to incite the People to another Rebellidn, = 
which were written by ſome body for”: 
ſomething.and were bought up,and read þy-- 
vaſt Numbers of People, who in all pro-*- 
comp , had no mighty Averſion tpr-. 
them. aa: 


6 


The fame Fears and Jealouſies hates? _. | 


been revived and buzzed induſtriouſly, into 
the Heads of the People ; but there 15 a 
cerrain Act of Parliament, that makes 1t 
dangerous: to Traduce the King, as they 
did his Father ; but what no body duri! 
ſpeak direQly, they can flily inſinuate, 
and avoid the danger of the Law at the 
ſame time; and there are ſeveral other Acts 
of Parliament, which have made the de- 
ſign of the Republicans difficult, which I 
will omit. Hy Now 
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_ © Now,I fay,confſidering all theſe Difficul- 
ties that were not before, and that all that 
were before are ſtill in being, and that 
Men have naturally an Averſion for hemp. 
en Neck-laces ; I fay, conſidering theſe 
things, any man, that will, may ſee there 
hath been as much done, as cuuld be, to- 
wards the ſetting up another Common- 
wealth,and more then the Gentlemen in 4x 
durſt do, till they have an Army to back 
them, and if any man be diſpoſed to be- 
lieve theſe things come to paſs by chance, 
and. without any deſign, there 1s no rea- 
ſon why I ſhould diſturb the reſt of the 
world, by endeavouring any further to 
fatisfie him, which in all probability is' 
1mpoſlible. 

" But there 1s one queſtion behind ſtil], 

- and that is, What the Inferiour Magiſtrates 

-- and Juſtices of the Peace, ſhall do to pre- 
vent this Faction from attaining what they 
aim at. ? : 


1, To which I anſwer, firſt,take away 
the Cauſe, and the Efle&t will follow, 
tne Puritan Principtes, and FaQtions gave 
Being to this, and with them it will fail, 
but ns long as they ſubfit,and are power- 
jul. the Common-wealth Party will be 
10 too, 1t 1s true that many forſake the Fa- 
gtious in other things, but joyn with | 


them 
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them in this, buf! then they are falſe at 
the heart, and have left the reſt, only 
becauſe it was chargeable, being of that 
Party, and are to be treated accordingly, 
and never to be truſted. 

2. The People are frequently to be told 
of the Miſeries they endured, during the 
Late Times of Anarchy, and Confu- 
ſion, that the Memory of them may not 
be forgot in the next Generation ; and by 
what means the Nations became involved 
in them, that they may not have the op- 
ny of Re-acting the Old Trage- 

Y. 

3. The Government ought to be repre- 
ſented to the People as it is; that they 
may know their own happineſs, and live 
obediently under it. A good Man would 
- not endeavour to ſubvert any Government 
that were Eſtabliſhed, tho it were none of 
the beſt, becauſe the Miſeries that attend 
ſuch Changes, are greater for the moſt 
part, then -thoſe that are pretended to be 
removed by. them, but for us, to attempt 
to pull down one of the Ancienteſt, and 
| beſt Conſtituted Governments in the 

World, under which Eng/and hath flou- 
riſhed ſo many Ages, and to deliver our 
ſelves up into the hands of a Company of 
Ambitious Men, to be treated we know 
not how, and Governed we know 

if. H 4 not 
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not which way , is ®perfe@t - Mad- 
nels. | | 
© 4. © It is well obſerved in Tacitus, Li- 
* berty and other Specious Things are 
* pretended ; Nor did ever any man ſeek 
* a Dominion over others and to enſlaye 
* them, but he made uſe of fuch preten- 
* ces for it. We have tryed theſe Men, 
and by experience have found that they 
are meer Pretences, and that there is no 
{weeter Liberty in the World, then to 
live under a good Prince, and God hath 
given us one to our hearts deſire, let us 
not be ſuch Fools as to catch at ſuch ſha- 
dows as they offer to us, and looſe the 


real, and folid good things we do en- 


_ Joy. 


5. The Throne is eſtabliſhed by Righte- 
ouſneſs, Prov. 16. 12. And ancient Hiſto- 
ries afford us many inſtances of good Prin- 
ces, that have been ruined by the Injuſtice 
of their under Officers, when the People 
have been inraged by them ; Now every 
Inferiour Magiſtrate may in this contri- | 
bute much, to the diſappointing the wick- 
ed Deſigns of this Faction by doing Juſtice, 
and cutting the Roots of all Diſcontents, 
Letfore they riſe to Aſſault the Throne, or 
ſpread to undermine it. It is a common 
Complaint, that we have excellentLaws, 
but they are ill Executed I know the whole 
| [0 rs. OO 
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fault of all this ought not to be aſcribed to 
the Magiſtrates; but yet we are not fuch 


as we ought to be : If any ſhare of it lies 


at our Doors, and if the Throne be made 
odious and conſequently weak by our de- 
faults, we muſt expect to ſuffer firſt, and 
to bear the blame of it hereafter;our Oaths 
will keep us from joyning in a Rebellion, 
and our Loyalty make us obnoxious: to 
their Cruelty, which as Zacitss faith, is 
the greateſt Crime amongſt Rebels. 


If therefore neither the Memory of 
what' is paſt, nor/ the ſence of what is 
preſent, our own nor others experience 
will prevail upon us, to' prevent the ill 
Eflects we muſt in reaſon expect from the 
Conjunction of the Puritan,and Commons 
wealth Factions United, and Fermenred 
by the Popiſh ; if we will till refolve to 
try whether our Savioar's Rule is true, 
That a Kingdom divided within it ſelf can- 
not ſtand, Math. 12. 25. then are we 
fuch men. as deſerve no pity from God,or 
Men whatever follow. _ 

But an. the other fide, if we would 
buckle to the Work, and with Zeal, and 
' Induſtry,and Patience purſue it, by God's 
Gracious Aſſiſtance, we might ſoon bring 
under theſe two Factions, and in time Ex- 
tirpate all the three, not by a deſtruction 


' of 
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of their Perſons, but of their Pernicious 
and Diſloyal Principles, and whoever hath 
but the leaſt ſhare jin this great work, 
ſhall be bleſſed in this, and all ſucceeding 
Generations. - | 


SECTION VL 


Come in the next place to ſpeak of a 

ſort of Qualifications ſo neceſſary in a 

Magiſtrate, that without them he 
would never be ableto diſcharge his Duty, 
as he ought, which I ſhall reduce under 
theſe three heads. 


x. A great Love to Juſtice. 

2. Impartiality in executing it. 

3. Averſion for thoſe things that may 
| Hinder it. 


Solomon faith, /t is a joy to the juſt to 
do Judgment, Prov. 21.15. And except 
men take a joy in it, Judgment will cer- 
tainly be 1]l done, if at all, eſpecially 
by thoſe men who have no other reward 
for it, then the fatisfaQtion of their own 
minds, and the ſenſe of having ſerved God 
and their King and Country in a Station, 

thats 
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that brings them no perſonal Advantage 
We may fay truly of the Juſtice of Peace 
his Calling, that there is much Noiſe, and 
no Wool, and as for honour, the better 
he is the leſs he muſt expect it, in this 
ts Generation. Envy and Ill will he 
be ſure to reap, but for any follid fa- 
{tion , unleſs what reſults from the 
Peate of his own Mind, and the bleſſed 
hopes of a Future Reward from God, the 
Righteous Judge of Men and Angels, he 
will find himſelf miſerably deceived in the 

Event, . if lie at all expects it. 
And this is not the wofft of it neither, 
difficulties he will meet, that will require 


the utmoſt degree of Patience, Prudence, 
Induſtry, and Attention to diſpel them, 


and without Gods particular Aſſiſtance: 
it willnot be done at laſt, but inſtead of do- 
ing Juſtice,he will do Injury,and Injuſtice, 
oa. he will have cauſe to complain, . Dans 
falſum wefas exequor vindex, ſceleſtus inct- 
di in verum nefas. Whilſt 1 purſued and 
puniſhed an ynaginary,and Tooaed Crime 
in another, I have committed a real one 
my ſelf, and this will be a great misfor- 
tune even then when it is no fault, and 
much more when it 1s. 

When theſe, and a thouſand other diffi- 
culties whichno man can foreſee,are conſi- 


| fcred,it will Iſuppoſe be ny granted,tha 
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hwthat is to encounter,& overcome them; 
had need have a ſtrong, and almoſt invin. 
cible Love to Juſtice to enable him, and 
ſupport him 'in his undertaking. And per: 
haps if it were well conſidered, there is not 
2 greater inſtance of the Divine Provis 
dence in the Government of the World, 
then that ſo many friends to Juſtice can be 
found as there is, Men that Court and Ef- 
pouſe her purely for her own fake, with- 
out any other Dower, then that of Sorrow 
and Vexation of Spirit, whoſe Buſineſs, 
Pleaſures, Recreations, nay their - very 
Prayers,and Meals are interrupted by their 
thankleſs, unprofitable, uneaſie employ- 
ment, and yet God for the good of 0- 
thers fweetens all this, and tyes them as 
cloſe to it by the Cords of Love, as a Hen 
to her Eggs, and Chickens, from which 
ſhe can never reap any advantage. _ 

But then thoſe thar are not ſo qualified, 
ſhould in Prudence never attempt to meet 
theſe Rampant Lyons, which they may 
be ſure are in the way, and if any of 
them will not conſider it before-hand, his 
own experience will ſoon inform him of 
the truthof what I fay. 

I ſpeak not this to diſcourage any man 
but to forewarn him, that he may be pro- 
vided with a reſolution equal to.the oppo- 
ſition, which only Love can inſpire ; fe2" 

it 
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it is true hath ſometimes made Men Vali. 
ant, but then that is a forced Courage, 
which will not laſt ; lay the man a golden 
Bridge, open him a way, and you may be 
ſure never to be troubled more with his 
Valour,or his Juſtice. 

But he that loves any thing purſues. it 
through Fire,and Water, and Death it ſelf 
cannot __— the deſire. Tell him of. 
dangers, and he replyes, At contra Au- 
dentior ibo, but Iam reſolved to maſter 
them. Theſe and theſe only are the fit 
Men to ſerve in this Honourable Employ- 
ment, and may God Almighty bleſs and 
reward thoſe we have, and ſend more 
ſuch Heroick Souls into the Field, to-diſ- 
countenance Faction, and Vice, and to 
protect. Innocency ,, Religion , and Vir- 
rue, 

Andto the reſt I thall offer two,or three 
things to-be thought of at their leifure.Will 
atiy man in kis right Wits expect Peace 
without Juſtice > What were the World 
but a Hell of Miſery, and a Chaos of 
Confuſion, if every man might ſay, and do 
what he liſt? Were it not for the publick 
Juſtice -to 4errify ſome, and cut oft other 
Malefadtors, your Houſe wouldbe a Caſtle 
to you -indeed, but ſurrounded with ſuch 
dangers, that'you ſhould neither eat nor 
drink, -nor fleep 4n Peage and Security, 


and 
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ind the more Opulent your Fortiines 
were, the greater would be the temptati- 
on to deſtroy and impoveriſh you ; go into 
the fruitful Countries of the Mogul! in the 
Eaſt-=Indies, and you ſhall find vaſt Spa- 
ces of Rich Soyl deſolate, and unhabited, 
only for want of Country Magilſttates, 
to protect the good, and puniſh the difor- 
derly, for that Prince ſends but few Go 
vernors into his vaſt Provinces, atid they 
reſide in the great Cities, ſo that the Poor 
and Remote have ſmall advantage by them, 
and fo would it be in England if all men 
were of your minds. But you will fay 
there is no fear of that, but then you 
ſhall be as accountable to God,arid your 
Country,has if it had really happened, for 
tho man cannot puniſh theſe Sins of Omif- 
ſion, God can and will. But you muſt 
pain Portions for your Children, and en- 
creaſe your Eſtates, yes and your Sorrows 
too, to ſee all your Labours end in Smoak; 
a Civil War deſtroy that in aft hour, you 
have been carking for many years, and 
your Beloved Daughter become the Prey of 
a Lieutenant,or a Captain at the beſt;who 
has nothing to Joynture her in, and takes 
her and all the Thouſands you have ſcra- 
ped together for her, in part of payment 
tor the publick ſervice, or dif-ſervice, as it 
happens, and it may - be your ns 
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dren may after all this have the honour 
and happineſs to be Tapſters, or Oſtlers in 
ſome great place. When if the Publick 
had been better minded, your Daughter 
and her Deſcendants might have been hap- 
py: Theſe are no vain ſpeculations, ſo that 
if men would conſider ſeriouſly of it, they 
would love Juſtice, if not for it ſelf, yet 
for the Conſequences of it. 

2. Next to the love of Juſtice impartiality 
in doing it is to be conſidered, for it is poſ- 
ſible to turn Juſtice into Worm-wood,and 
Gaul, the beſt and ſweeteſt of things into 
the bittereſts; and here ſo many by-ways 
offer themſelves, that a Juſtice of the 
Peace had need be a man of great Since- 
rity, and Integrity to avoid tliem, and 
purſue the ſtreight Path of Juſtice. 

Some Men have that Veneration for 
Great Men, that they durſt not oppoſe 
their Wills,or Humours inany thing, be it 
never ſo unreaſonable,or unjuſt ; and here 
if a Controverſy . happen between a poor 
Servant, Labourer or Tenant, and the 
Lord of the Mannor,or other Rich Perſon, 
all the Arts in the World, all the ſhifts 
and tricks imaginable are upon fach an 
occaſion, to be muſtered up to prove the 
- poor Party in the wrong, and the rich 
one.in the right, ' is Witneſſes (if he have 
any thatdare ſtanu by him, ) are to be de- 
famed ; 
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famed; all his whole life is to be ſearched 
into, to find a flaw 1n1t, thonothing to 
the purpoſe ; if the man ſtill ſtands ſtoutly 
to it, and will not furrender atonce his [n- 
tegrity, and his Caſe, hands and eyes are 
lift up in Admiration at his Impudence; if 
he ſpeaks one word for another, or indiſ- 
creetlhy what had been better omitted, 
then for a loud fit of Laughter to put him 
out of Countenance, that the Legerdemain 


; maybe better carried. If nothing elſe will 


do two or three bawling Attorneys, muſt 
be called into the buſineſs that the ſucceſs 
may be afſlured, nay and it is well too if 
Mr. Juſticecan excuſe, himſelf from paſting 
a promiſe before hand, 'that he will deter- 
mine in-favour-of the Gentleman. 


If 1 ſhould ſpeak all I-.mean upon 
this Theam, ut would look as if I deſigned 


a Satyr-ox aLibel ; But-that is the furtheſt 


thing in the World from my thoughts. 1 
do heartily.-bluſh, and grieve-to think ſuch 


_ things ſhould be:done amongſt Chriſtians, 


but-that will not Remedy the Evil. 

Let ſuch-men know.then, that\God.hath 
made both the Poor, 'and the Rich, and he 
careth for.both alike, .and whoever,he be 
that ſhall thus abuſe the truſt ,repoſed in 
him, ſhall ſooner or,later be recompenſed 
by lum, according $0 tus delarts, andthe 


greater 
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— he be, the greater his Crime and: 
iſtiment , for Mighty Mer ſhall bs 

mightily tormented. 


And let him not think neither that his 
Chaſtiſerment ſhall not overtake him, till 
he comes into the next World, which if 
it were true, would be a filly Comfort, that 
is, that he ſhould orily be damn'd for it; 
but it 15 ten to one if he meets it fiot pre- 
ſently, his own Conſcience will at one 
fime or other reproach him for it, the ve- 
ry Perſon he thus favoured, will ever after 
repute him a poor low ſpitited Coward, 
or a Knave, and however he may Flattet 
and Careſs him for the preſent in ſhew, yet 
Condemn, and Scorn him in his Heart, 
and draw him along from one iniquity to 
another, till he become odious, and cot1- 
temptible-to all that know him, and the 
pu injured Party will be fure to revenge 

s injuſtice, by telling the Story, and af- 
ter @ while it will find belief, and then as 
the-poor are moſt numerous, he will have 
many Enemies, 'and no Friends, for never 
did any man purchaſe a friend by injuſtice, 
and | what the Effet of all this may be at 
hſt, 1 leave to all men to conſider. 


Tris almoſt the ſame thing to favour s 
poor man; only becauſe he. 15 poor, _ / 
A . I 9 
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doth not-'happen ſo frequently, for-if he 


be in need; and neceflity; thou. mayell. 
draw thy purſe, and relieve him, but-what. 


haſt thou to do with that, which 1s ano- 
ther Mans, 'the great Boy muſt not have 
the little Boys Coat, becauſe it is fit-for 
him, or he hath need of it, but every 
man mult have what is his own, other- 
wiſe you may call it what you wHl, ' þut 
Juſtice it 1s not. Te 


Beſides theſe two, there :are two other 
differences which may often- happen! in 
thoſe that come before a Juſtice of the 
Peace, he is to do Juſtice at home among{t 
his own Neighbours, and fome of them: 
are his Kindred, his Friends;-er theut Re- 
lations, others are under - his diſpleaſure, 
and may have offended him or -his,*in 
ſomething-or other, and theſe two aftecti- 
ons of Love, or Hatred, are great Carrup- 
- ters of. Truth and Juſtice, and the Hiſto- 
rian took great care to prevent this obje- 
ion, by faying, ( Mihi Galba, Othe, & 
 Ditellius, nec beneficio,”: nec injuria Gagyis 
ti. ) Galba, Ortho, atid Vitel/ius were not 
Known to me, either by theiy injuries or 
benefits, if they, had, there ;might Thave 
been ſome reaſon to have ſuſpeRed his 


Relations of them, but this is muck imbre 
powertul in a. Juilice of Peace, or; Inferiour - 
: | 1 7. Magi- 


MF . 
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ſtrate, then in-an Hiſtoriati, they all 
hope their Writings ſhall live and be read 
by all Men, and there, can hardly be a de- 
luſon of that fort impoſed upon the World, 
but one.,or other by one means or other, 
will diſcover, it, or the piercing Wits of 
Men will find it out from thevery Hiſtori- 
ans themſelves, but thoſe things that are to 
be done but onceand are often never more 
thought of;are not of thac Nature, and may 
poſſibly never be diſcovered,or ſoon be for- 
gotten,as ſome men think ; but this is a ve- 
ry great diſception , when a. wrong Judg- 
ment 1s paſſed, all men will make it their 
buſineſgto diſcover how it came to paſs,and 
if there were any former kindneſs,or quar- 
rel tho many years before, will conjecture- 
that to be. the Cauſe, eſpecially if the Ju- 
ſtice doth not give good reaſon for what 
he doth, and they will fuſpeR. it where it 
is not too, and ſherefars it is good in thoſe 
Caſes to do as little as a man poſlibly can, 
without the Conjundion of others. 


For fay.a.man could eſcape the Eyes of 
all Mankind,(which is very difficult if not 
impoſſible ) yet he can never delude God, 
he: penetrates the bottora of our heatts, 
and diſcovers qur molt ſecret inclinagions, 
and affections, and will ſurely puniſh us it” 
he finds. ep; Jead 1s 19. DEFVORE Juſtices 

Bey: 4 Bog C 
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and Judgment, and befides this Sin it in- 
cludes in it Perjury too, for it 1s contrary 
to our Oaths, and he that ann to di- 
geſt theſe two grievous Sins, will hardly 


11] har, 
much regard any thing I can ſay unto him, 
but muſt be left to time, andthe Juftice of 
God, to learn the contrary. 


Reſpect of Perſons is in ſome fort a 
worſe and more fatal Crime then Bribery, 
for both Parties may bribe me, but no 
man can make himſelf my Kinſman, or 
grow rich in a moment, and therefore it 
15 impoſſible to correct it, beſides it is ob- 
ſerved that ſuch men are of a baſe uncon- 
ſtant Spirit, for there are degrees of Love 
and Hatred, Hopes and Fears, and fuch a 
man will comply with one Patty one day, 
and another another day, without Juſtice 
or Reaſon, as his Intereſt or Paſſions lead 
him, ſo that no body is fure of him, for 
he will as the Scripture faith, offend for a 
Morſel of Bread, that is, for any thing or 
nothing, and therefore all men ſhould a- 
void them, as they would a Thief or a 
Cut purſe. | 


There is another fort of Partiality that 
| ſprings from things, ſome Men have a 
kindneſs for ſome Vices or Fa@ions, and 
theylovethatin another,which they cherith 
in 


L 5 ks Me 
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in themſelves, and fo if any Complaint be 
made, they wreſt, and bend the Laws to 
comply with their humours, and intereſts, 
and ſometimes they ſtretch, and ſometimes - 
they {hrevil, ang ſhrink them up to no- 
thing, and this is direct Partiality ; the 
ſame Offence ſhould have the fame Py- 
niſhment whoever commits it, and every 
Offence that very puniſhment, which the 
Laws have appointed and no other ; and 
if any difference is to be made, kt it ſpring 
from ſome Conſideration in the Perſons or 
Things, and not from. us, puniſh a poor 
man according to his Offence, and his Po- 
verty, and not according to your affeQti- 
ons towards him, but if” you diſcover any 
ſuch thing within you, be ſure to curb ir, 
at leaſt, to ſuſpect it, and puniſh your 
Friends according to Law, and your Ene- 
mies ſomething leſs, if you muſt do it, 
and fo jn relation to other things ; a man 
ſhould be moſt ſevere againſt hisown Vice, 
to ſhew the. World he is not deſirous it 
ſhould fallow - bis example, tho when all 
is done, the beſt way of Correction is for 
a-man. to, begin, at himſelf, and having 
formed his own Life according to Law, 
and Reaſon, then to try what he can do 
upon others, | 
I will in the oo place ron ON 
ings that do moſt uſually hinder, an 
KA p ry” , obſtruct 


j 
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obſtrut the Execution of Juſtice ; apainſt 
which a Magiſtrate ought to arm him- 
ſelf, with an habitual and invincible ha- 
tred, and as often as occaſion ſerve, de- 
Clare it to the World that men knowing 
his feſolution beforehahd, may not dare 
to tempt him. _ | 


- The firſt of which I reckon Bytihery, 
which is ſo ſrequent an Impediment of Ju- 
ſrtice, that both the Laws of God, and 
Man haye taken frequent notice” of it, 
and ſeverely hrodrned it,and ifaccotding! 

15 attended with great Infamy forthe mo 

part if it meets no other puniſhment, and 
the. greater in a Juſtice of tlie Peace, be- 
caule the Perſons ardthings Yhat come be- 
fore him are of that ſmall Confideration, 
that he cannot in reaſon expe a Bribe in 
his whole Life, that would tempt a man 
of any Generoſity to do anill thing, 'What 
3s half a dozen. Chickens, or'a Coupl 

of Capons. to. ,a Man of Worſhip 2 add 
yet for ſuch pityful prices. have Tome men 
Told their reputations, and laid themſelves 


- 
CT > ww 4 


fn to the ſcandal, and deriſion 'of the 
World. It was a ſharp refleftion' that was 
made upon them in Parliament, "it the 


- 


| 4 year of the Reign of Queetr Elizabeth, 
Tg 


yhen one faid, a Juſtice of Peace was: 
lying Crearare, that for half # Yozen of 
= Chickens 


Prep 


- | 
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Chickens will diſſence with 2 whale do- 
zen of Penal-Statutes. I' believe as there 
was-not then, ſo there is not now; many 
ſuch pityful Animals *Crept ' unto the 
Bench, and.advanced to that "Honourable 
Itiployment, but then the leſs the number 
1s, the more ealily the Commiſſion might 
be purged of theſe Vermin, who are a 
ſhame to the reſt; and a out vexation to 
all their inferiour Neighbours, and a dif- 
honour to the Government. 


= "The ways by which Bribery is attempt- 

ed are fo various, that it” 15 impoſſible 

to enumetate them all, ſometimes the 

Wife, the Children , the Clerk, are 

purchaſed under-hand to recomrmend-the 

Caſe to the Juſtice, and obtain a promiſe 

; of him when þ pela thinks of it, and fo 

ii than he 5 ſee is bribed and knows 

t, arid 7 fe the beft way is fr 

+Mes by * hls Sf to ( bee to 

bla orld; th hone of tefe" have any 
power over him, or can inflvence him' 


10 Wa and when men find them- 
he S fa will Bo over. thoſe 
et A, bois ever 


Anorhu Method" is to FT thetr ſervice 
, AS Labourers, at ſinall or no wages, upon 
I 4 urgent. 
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urgent occaſions, and. then theſe days 
work . are. chalked yp upon the Dorman, 
or behind. the Door,; and wo to the 
fiext man that .giyes the leaſt offence 
to the Leather Breeches, his Worſhip 


is obliged to give him a Caſt of his . 


Office too, in his turn, and he is hard 
hearted and ungratefal, if he will not 
gratifie the Clown with, a little Injuſtice, 
and Perjury, in exchange for his. Lz- 


bour. | 


.. Sometimes the, Juſtice hath ſomething 
to buy or fell, and then the bargain | dg. 
yen with reſpe& to his plage, and what is 


Joſt, is-to be made up with Adyantage oyt 


 Ff the Juſtice of the Pea x be 2 PraQti- 


ing Lawyer, then he ſhall have a Fee for- 


his” Adyioe, which hg is: ound to defend 
#09 1nto. the Bargain, 'be.it right or wrong 
.ar the next Seſſions, of elſe he loſeth lus 


. 


Client foreyere.  , ., J 
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\ In ſhort; to. go about to-cnumerate them 
" all is impoſſible ; And to. preſcribe any 
other Remedy againſt them, then a ridg- ' 
id and inflexible Honeſty, is to no pur- 
poſe ; for this Winding Snake will creep 
up ang ſteal upon a Man by fuch unfore- 
ſeen ways, that it will not be in his power 
to prevent its approaches, tho he may eali- 
ly and fafely. with St. Paul, ſhake off the 
Viperinto the fire, if it fix upon his hand, 
and then the Expoſing thoſe that attempt 
it, to the World, by telling the Story pub- 
lickly, will deter others from the like ill 


Courſes, and a better remedy can no man 
Inyept. nxt ud” | 


Ls mn and Prepoſſeſhon have the ſame prejudice 
ill Effefts with Bribery. And indeed, Brj- and Pre 
bery aims gt Nothing elle, but to foreſtall 99 
the Judgment, and. it that-follow from any 
other cauſe,. the effe& is the. ame ; it 1s 
all one to the Defendant, if the Juſtice Sell, 
or freely. Surrender his Judgment to the 
Complainant, if he faad him'diſpoſed- to 
Condemn him before he hath herd him, 
credulous of. what ever_is obj , but 
intraable and imperſwaſible an the other 
ſide. - So that Br-bery and prejudice have 
this in common, that they both blind the 
Eyes of the Wile, and pervert the Words of 
the Righteous, Dev?, 16. 19. and of th: 


'*..\ prejudice of 


TTY 


two, Bribery 5 5 the more Excuſfable, 'per- 
haps, ical there is' ſome temptation. in 
rd ht the other fells his Reaſon for No- 


ri well obſerved by the Lord Bacon in 
kis Advancement of  Learnin  Conoaring 


5 wr and Prepoſſe pp Book VIIL c 


2. Parab. 17. The firſt in ferpation in * 


if it # lurle fix it felf mm the, Mi 
41h ; takes deep A and od 
Ho iſeſſes it , $4 as Ny can 
th be. ' taken out , .unteſs ' ome manifeſt 
Fly ho be j wnd 7 in the” tter of the In: 
formation ; or- Nils Cunning dealing, in ex- 
hibiting and laying open the ſame. Por a 
bare and fim mple defence, tho it be Fuſt, and 
-'* more poet hy, tim hardly compenſate the 
h fir? tuformagtion, nor is of 
forte in its ſelf,: to reduce. e Scales 0 FEl "Fu 
ftice, onte ſway a down, to an' beat BaPance. 
WVherefore jt s the fa ifeft Courſe for a Fudge, 
yhat Nothing touching the Fth ofs and merit 
of the cauſe, t "p intimated Gefore-haud; un; 
:i4 both Parties. be heard together. 
far this great Man, who, was 'once Lori 
Keeper of the Great Seal of, Englasd. And 
2 Tuſtice of the Peace is, in much more 
danger of bei prepolleſſed i a Judge 
becauſe the” i plaint 45 made at BY 
immediately to him, and he nay after- 
wards be more eaſily approached, po 
_ 


Cauſe, 


of the 
eaſons ah 


\ "= Fonter date than the Com 


"yl 


| dereived too than 27 as belly not 
ſo well- verſed iti ee 3: viebared for 
the Execution of his Office by his Educa- 
tron, -and therefore ſhould be the more 
Wary and Jealous of himſelf. ' 
Wnkthna the 'prejidice is of 'an An- 


, and 1s ſometimes the faule, and at 
'the misfortune of the Party : -if he 
he given jaſt cauſe for it by his former 
misdetmeanors, and of Life, then he' can 
blame no body bt himfeſf, atd yet the 
Jaſtice ought not t> condemn him i Fr Fox 
yery thoughts, till he is clearly 
Guilty ; for the Worſt” of Meii ma Si 
Wronged, and every man is Th! 
firſt innocent , and afterwards-pen 
till the contrary be. ſhown, not by 5 bras 
ſes, but by proof. ' But alas, we live in 
ſo Falſe and Stahderous an Age, that the 
Fame of very G60d 'men'is 0 often Blaited 
behind” their backs, and'it is become. a 
cothmon'praCtice for men to blacken their 
Reputation, whoſe Perſons or Eftates EE 
deſjgn' to Ruine;' and for 'the moſt” pa 
more 'tnifchief is done the Patty het 
Uidertand Accuſations ,' which, he- can 
never anfwer,' I's all the dire@ proof. 
And: therefore the' Jaſtice of the Peace 


ought to fuſpe&, M1 mformations 'that are 
R Fe: the parpoſtAF Slanders, and heres 


Cag]. 
for no other purpoſe than to prepoſleſs 
him with an ill opinion of the party. 


What I have faid: will in ſome, degree 
diſcover the Miſchief of Prejudice ;. but 
there is "this further in .it. Reaſon 1s the 
Light and Eye of the: Soul ; Now if the _ 
ng tie the Whole ſhall be full of _ 
Light ; but if it be darkened with prepoſ- 
ſeſhon,how great wu that Darkneſs 2 Matth. 
6.23-,and ] may add, how incurable,how 
inexcuſable too 2 It is certain we ſhall. all 
 fand before the Tribunal of Jeſus Chriſt, 

and whatever Judgment we here paſs upon 
Thiogs, and Perſons, {ball be there review- 
ed, and therefore it -befits us to be very 
exactly careful that we do not draw upon 
us. 2 juft Condemnation from that moſt 
Righteous and All-ſeeing Judge, by con» 
demning our. fellow-Servants thro. Preju- 
dice, and Prepoſſeſſion Wrongfully. 

Nor. let us ever. think, that we ſhall 
eſcape the. cenſure of men, for they will 
certainly atone time or other diſcover the 
Cheat,, and. eſteem 1ys according, ,as they 
find cauſe, tho perhaps'they will not dare 
freely, toitell us their minds, and i the 
never. ſhould, yet, our, Conſcicnces wi 
Accuſe us for it, and. God in, his Provi- 
Gaol take cars ip Pune us for.it, 
and -tnat if. may þe 1n the ſame way W 
haye'o Eos 7 99-0 "NPE. So 
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So that he' that can be ſecure in the 
midſt of ſo many dangers, and open his 
Ears, and expoſe himſelf to every fecrer 
Whiſper againſt a Mar; is a Perſon diſpoſed 
for ruine, and doth neither deferve the 
Advice, or Pity of any Man. 


Bribery, and Prepoſleſſion do for the þ,w ms 
moſt part ſpring from others. Favour and Hated. 


Hatred take their Riſe from our ſelves, and 
are as great hinderances to Equal, and Im- 
partial Juſtice, as the other two ; there is 
no man ſo mean, but he may by Accident, 
or upon Deſign,oblige his Betters,and beget 
in them a good opinion of him, and moſt 
men are naturally apt to doit before hand, 
- and all the little Arts of Flattery, Obſequi- 
ouſneſs, andCourtſhip are on ſuch occaſions 
made'uſe of, and many a man hath been 
drawn in by them, who would have ab- 
horred a Bribe. 
| Nor can any man on the other ſide live 
ſo innocently,as at all times to avoid the di- 
ſpleafure of his Neighbours, and a Juſtice 
of Peace is as capable' of reſentment, as 
other Men, and-in ſome degree more, be- 
cauſe Pride,and great Expectations of Sub- 
miſſion, and Regard ' do naturally follow 
Power 1n all its degreesand Circumſtances, 
and the leaſt oppoſition,or defeatexaiperates 
fach,more then ten tumes as much af 
| nother 
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nather,ſo that the Natural Conlequence is, 
that a man}. in Authority, and Power will 
have many. pretending Friends,and. if he be 
not: the more careful,.as many real, or fu- 
pected Foes,and if his Love,and his Hatred 
have any room kf. for their Activity in 
the Execution of his Office, they will be- 
tray him' to many .Inconveniences,, and 
Acts of  Injuſtice, which he would other- 
wiſe have avoided. -/ 

Whereas Juſtice ſhould in.thisreſped be 
blind, and not ſee the..Parties, but the 
Fat on one lide,:and-, the Law. on 
the other , and. then with diſcretion, 
and. impartiality, Without Favour or 
Afﬀ&dion, Hatred or ill Will give to every 
Man according to his Works, 

But. in: the State man 4s; this is ſo.diffi- 
cult, that -if Reaſon and Religion, be not 
called- in / to our Afliſtance, it will not be 
done, the man hath' injured me, and 
therefore- another;.. is. falſe Logick, --but 
yet fo powerful , that.-it is. almoſt im- 
poſſible. to - ſee - the: Fallacy , eſpecially 
whileſt a Man is under. the. Dominion of 


Paſtions,and the Argument is.25 weak the 
other way.; the mah is-an honeſt man,and 


' therefore wonld not do amifs, or complain 


without -good- Cayſe. . Why, ' he;1s man 


Inrange gf 


Aonger, and Hatred, which are. powerful . 


Mo 
Sa 
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Fieth and Blood, and therefore I ought not 
to ſurrender-my felf blind-fold to his Con- 
duc, but dibgently ſearch out-the truth. 

- And indeed if men would entertain 


low and humble thoughts of themſelves, 


they w-:.ud ſeldom be miſtaken, -but if I 


think my Smile, my Nod, my kind Word, 
or Look, a mighty Obligation, and. make 
23: Muſter of' my Friends, - by the Liſt of 
my_ Flatterers and Admirers, I ſhall ſoon 
have a large Roll, but they will in Ad- 
verſity appear to be what they are like, 
falſe Muſters in Peace appear in their 
Ranks, and Files a full Body, but in time 
of neceſlity, and need, be like the gleaning 
aker the Vintage, thin and of no uſe, and 
every Ac of Injuſtice I do, will diminiſh 
the number of my Friends, even of thoſe 
for- whoſe ſakes I did it, and increaſe the 
number and fury of my Enemies. 

-:; But on the other ſide, Exact and Im- 
partial Juſtice .is venerable, and lovely in 
the ſight of God and Men, and even thoſe 
that ſuffer by it, will when the ſmart is 
over, love ahd revere the man that Admi- 
niſtred it to:them, ſo the upright Impar- 
tial Magiſtrate hall in the end have tewer 
Enemies, and more hearty Friends then 
the other; 1:38 0 
+:1f _there--were nothing but this to be 


faid for it, there were reaſon cnough to bay 
on : 
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niſh all our Aﬀections, and Paſſions, when! 
we ſit down inthe Judgment Seat, and 
Ac as if we were then newly dropt from 
Heaven, without Friend, or Acquaintance, 
Enemy, or Injurer, but if we cannot fo di- 
veſt our ſelves of our former diſpoſitions, 
it is fit to ſend the Parties to ſome other 
Juſtice, that is not in our Circumſtances, 
or at leaſt to be very wary and careful what 
we do, and fay, that we miy be able to 
juſtifie our ſelves to God and Man, and our 
own Conſciences. 2 03655 (290 fs 


Covetouſneſs is another great hindrance 
to the Execution of Juſtice, and therefore 


the Advice of Jethro to Moſes, That he 


ſhould provide for Magiſtrates, able Men, 
ſuch as fear God, Men of Ttuth, hating 
Covetouſneſs, Ekod. 18. 21. was very go 
and thought fit to be recorded for our In- 
ſtruction ; and to the ſame purpoſe was 
the Admonition of Queen Elizabeth of 
Famous Memory, when ſhe adviſed the 
Juſtices of the Peace, that they ſhould not 
deſerve the Epethites of prowling Juſtices, 
Juſtices of Quarrels, who counted Cham- 
perty good Chevefance ; ' finning Juſtices, 
who did fuck and conſume'the'good of this 
Common wealth: and indeed they that 
are eagerly intent npon encreaſing their 
own-Eſtates, do ſeldom ſtick at a: 

- Traavt 
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_ that may tend to promote their great De- 
ſ1gn, but employ as well their Authority, 
as their Wits to that purpoſe, not caring 
- what the publick ſuffer,ſo their private Pro- 
fit may be advanced by it,in order to which 
any thing 1s to be done, or omitted. 

But fuch men ( if there be any ſuch in 
Authority ) ſhould do well to conſider 
the grave advice of Biſhop Sanderſon, Serm. 
the firſt, ad Magiſtratum. The Private 
is not diſtinguiſhed from the Publick : 
but included in it : and no man knoweth 
what Miſchiefs unawares, he prepareth 
for his private Eſtate-in the end ; whileſt 
thinking to provide well enough tor him- 
ſelf, he cheriſheth in the mean time, or 
ſuftereth Abuſes in the Publick. And Zens- 
phon in his Margin guves the reaſon ; for 
with the Publick, all the Wealth of private 
perſons is either faved or loſt ; fo that the 
moſt Covetous Man if he were not ſhort 
ſighted, and half witted, would be the 
moſt careful to preſerve what he ſo much 
valued, even for his own ſweet fake, by 
preſerving the Publick. | 
| TI know notwithſtanding it is impoſſibR 

to convince ſuch men of their Duty or In- 

_ tereſt, the Advantage is preſent, the Dan- 
ger is remote, and at a diſtance, and he 
muſt make uſe of all opportunities to en- 


creaſe his Wealth, and let them tht come 
K aſter, 


rrecular 
Heats and 
Hopes. 


ve > - 4 
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after, or other - men. take 'care to ſecure 
It. 6 pts Th 

I wiſh therefore our Superiours would 
now and then look over the Commiſſions 
of the Peace, and if they find ſuch 
men crept in, fairly lay them by, that 


| they may have leiſure to follow the Chaſe ' 


after the Eagle, that makes her Wings, 
and fiyes away towards Heaven, Where 
few of theſe Thrifty Gentlemen ever 
Come. 


Irregular Heats and Hopes, are great 
hinderers of Jultice, as to the firſt, it 
was well obſerved by Sir William Scrozgs 
in his Spcech. to the Lord Chancellor in 
Michaelmas Term, 1676. when he was ad- 
mitted one of the Juſtices of the Common 
Pſeas. * As to the diſcharge of my duty 
© betwixt Party, it is impoſlible to be per- 
* formed without theſe two Cardinal Vir- 
* tues, Temper,and Cleanneſs of Hands. 
* Temper comprehencs Patience, Humi- 
*lity and Candour.- It ſeems to me that 
*ſaying, Be quick to hear, and flow to 
ſpeak, was made on purpole for a Judg, 
*no Direction can be apter, and ao Chara- 
* er becomes him better, and he that 
* would not be faid to have but one Ear, 
* methinks ſhould be aſhamed to havenone, 
* and Iappeal to your Lordſhips AITROS, 


—— oof 
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*if a patient attention accompanied witt 
* inditterent parts,and a competency in the 
"Law, wirh a mind fairly diſpoſed for In- 
* formation or Conviction, will not as to 
* uſe and common benefit,exceed the pro- 
*foundeſt Knowledge, and moſt towering, 
* Underſtanding, that is attended with an 
" impetuous haſt, either out of a glory of 
* ſpeaking,or too great a fulneſs of himſelf. 
* And for Humility,tho I will not fay that 
* every impatient man is proud ( becauſe 
* that may ariſe from other Cauſes ) yet ex 
© yery proud man is impatient, ſometimes 
* of Information,alwayes of Contradiction ; 
*and he muſt be violent to maintain his 
* own Imperiouſneſs. 

Thus far that Great Man, whoſe words 


.” Trather choſe to tranſcribe than to expreſs 


my own thoughts, becauſe I expect they 
will derive a great Authority from the 
Speaker and Place, where they were ſpo- 
ken; and to my underſtanding they are 
as fit, and more neceſſary for a Juſtice 
Peace, than for a Judg. : 
How ill does it become a Migiſtrate 
who is a Miniſter of God to the People for 
Good, 'and ſhould be a Terror not to the 
Good but Evil > to become {o to all that 
come near him, through his Impatience 


and Fury, ſparing neither Equals nor Inte 
riours, and very often flying iti the "_ 


"7 Ca 
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of God Almighty, by his Irreligious and 
Deteſtable Oaths,and Imprecattons, which 
are no unuſual effets of ſuch pallions. 

God Almighty is ſaid to be flow to An- 
ger, and of great Kindneſs, and that he 
repenteth him of the Evil, that is, the Pu- 
niſhment we have deſerved, when he is 
juſt going to inflict it. It becomes then his 
Miniſters to be like their Maſter, and to 
be fo far from being incenſed againſt the 
Innocent, and thoſe that have not offtend- 
ed them, as to pity, and treat fair- 
ly the moſt provoking, and worſt Male- 

Ctor. 
The Wrath of Man worketh met the 

Righteouſneſs of God, Jam. 1. 20. No how 
. .canit? A man that is of that fiery tem- 
per is like the Furnace in Danze/, not to 
be approached without danger, if God 
doth not reſtrain his fury ; and he that is 
not able to uſe his own reaſon, and go- 
vvern himſelf, will be [eſs able to Govern 
others. 

This is not faid that a Magiſtrate ſhould 
be like E/op's Block, and ſuffer himſelf 
tamely to be trodden on, no, he ought to 
be a Terror to Evil Works, for he beareth 
not the Sword 1n vain, Rom, 13. 4. But 
then let men fear his Juſtice, not his Paſſi- 
on, his Rebukes, and not his Taunts. 


Y'q 
Irre- 
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\ Irregular hopes are full as bad, fome 
men do ill things by way of pre-emption, - 
they will comply with a Brother Juſtice 
in any thing, though it be never ſo un- 
juſt, that he may do them the like favour 
at another time, or that he may at leaſt 
not retaliate them with a miſchief, thus 
they hope by Injuſtice to become more 
werful with their Equals, and more 
dreadful to their Inferiours, than if they 
ſhould always too ſtifly ſtand forTruth,and 
Juſtice, they have obſerved that Compli- . 
ance makes friends, and that inflexible 
honeſty creates a man many Enemies, and 
inſtead of truſting to the Providence of 
God for their Prote&tion, they lean'to 
their own Wiſdom, but how unſately,the 
Event in the end will fatisfie every man. 
Some afte&t Popularity, and they hope 
by being remiſs and careleſs in their duty, 
to acquire: the love of the People, and 
gin the Title of Moderate Men, a good 
word ; but of late much abuſed, but then 
they are very often miſtaken, and it they 
be not, what is Popular Praiſe but Words ? 
and they are nothing but Wind, a cold 
Reward, and as for their Love it 15 more 
fickle and unconſtant than the Wind, and 
leſs to be truſted to, as tiey have found 
by fad experience in their diſtreſſes, that 


have relied upon it, and yet when 
3» all 


Lafineſs. 
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all is done, it is more often acquired þ 
Juſtice and Truth, than by a ſlaviſh Com- 
pliance, and Flattery, becauſe they are na- 


 turally jealous of the extraordinary con- 


deſcentions of their Superiors, and look 
upon them as Deſigns. 


The laſt hindrance of Juſtice I ſhall 
mention, 15s Lafinefs, or a dull Inactivity ; 
Men undertake the Publick Service with- 
owt conſidering before-hand the difficulties 
that attend it, and when they perceive it 
troubleſome, and laborious to go through 
with the Work, and that they ſhall reap 
much ill Will, Envy, Reproach, Hatred, 
and Diſcontent for doing nothing, but their 
Duties, and no- prefent Profit, they fit 
down diſcouraged, and like the weary 
Pilot, commit the Boat to the Waves, and 
the Winds, and let her drive at Random. 
Such men ſhould conſider, that Perſeve- 
rance to the end is that which God 
Crowns, and that man 1s born to trouble 
as the Sparks fly upwards, and that there 
1s as many troubles at every mans heels,as 
there 1s before him, only if he goes on 
bravely,and reſolutely, and conquer them 
that ſtand in his way, the other ſhall ne- 
ver overtake him, but if he yields, he is 


fre tobe cruſhed betwixt them, and to be 


deſtroyed ingloriouſly,and without pity. 
| | Others 


os So | 
Others look to nothing but the Credit, 
Honour,and Reputation they ſhall gain by 
it, and if they can acquire the Title of 
Right Worlhipful, and have their Neigh- 
-bours ſtand bare-headed to them, they 
have their Deſigns. Now this is ſuch a pi- 
tyful piece of Vanity and Folly, that it 
were to be wiſhed ( if there mult be ſuch 
that they might be as lazy as is peſlible, 
that they may do the leſs miſchief ; but 
then methinks, the very fear of being 
thought ſuch, ſhould rouſe all that have 
but one Spark of true Eg/i/h Generolity, 
and make them ſtudy their Duties dili- 
gently, and then perform it induſtrioutly 
and thereby regain their Credits here, 
| and a more excellent Reward hereafter. 


_ 0 


SECTION VII. 


He next thing requiſite in a Juſtice 
of Peace, 1s a competent knowledg 
of our Laws and Cuſtomes, for by 

theſe he is to warrant his Proceedings, and 

if in this part of my Diſcourſe, I happen 
to commit any Error, I deſire before-hand 
to beſpeak the Readers Pardon, for I ne- 
ver had the happineſs and honour to be 
a Member of any of the Honourable Inns 


of Court. | 
Fe K 4 My 
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My Reader then need not fear I will 
ſet him upon the Purchaſe, or reading of 
all the Body of our Laws, for tho it might 
be uſeſul to a Juſtice of the Peace, yet it 
15 not of abſolute neceſlity. 

It is faid of one of our States-men,that his 
Learning was not great but uſeful, and he 
did not know much, but he practiſed what 
he knew diligently, and this is an Excel- 
lent Character of a Juſtice of the Peace, 
Much knowledg may puft a man up with 
2 high Conceit of himſelf, but when all 
is done, Honeſty and Induſtry are the 
Qualities that beſt befit a Magiſtrate. 

The knowledg may be attained in a 
ſmall time, if a man will make it his buſi- 
neſs,and there is three effeual means for it. 


1. Reading. 

2. Obſervation and Practice. | 

3. Converfation and Diſcourſe with 
Knowing and Experienced Men. 


Natural Sagacity,and Reaſon may teach 
a Man many things, but 1t 1s an ull thing 
to truſt to it in point of Government ; the 
Commiſſion of the Peace directs us to pro- 
ceed, Prout ſecundum legem &© Conſuetudi- 
nem Regnui Noſtri Anglie, aut formam 0:- 
dinaticnum vel Statuorum Prediftorum , 
fieri conſuevit aur debait, that 1s _ 


_ ovghr,and hath been uſed to be done, ac- 


cording 
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cording to the Laws and Cuſtomes of Eng- 
land, or the Form of, the Ordinances,and 
Statutes aforeſaid, and theſe are not to be 
known without ſome Study,and Reading, 
ſo that he that hath an Averſion for Books, 
will never make a knowing Juſtice of the 
Peace, tho he may ſtand as a Cypher to 
make the number greater. 

Nor will he ad with any certainty or 
ſecurity to himſelf, his buſineſs being to ap- 
ply the Laws, and not to make new ones, 
_ andat one time, or other he will meet with 
- them,who will make him ſenſible of his ig- 
norance to hisCoſt,if he commit any great 
Error, and without doubt he will be Guil- 
ty of many. 

It is a ſhame for an Engli/b Gentleman 
to be ignorant of our Laws, tho he live 
never fo privately, they are the beſt part 
of our Inheritance, the effects of our An- 
ceſtors Prudence, the Charters of our Free- 
doms, not from SubjeAtion, but Miſery 
and Slavery under it; they are at the fame 
times the Monuments of the Favours of 
our Princes, and ſtrong Obligations to 
love, and ſerve them, and as occaſion re- 

uire to ſpend our Bloods, and Eſtates in 
Heir Service; for our Kings have not treat- 
ed us like Vaſlals, or Slaves, but like their 
Children, laid no ' grievous Burthens on 


us, but ſuch reaſonable,and juſt Commands 
AS-. 
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a5 we cither choſe by our Repreſentatives 
in Parliament, or ought to have choſen 
for our own goods. 

But certainly they do ill deſerve this 
happineſs, who will take no pains to un- 
derſtand it, when they might ſo eafily do 
it, being freed by their Eſtates from a ne- 
ceſlity of Bodily Labour, and furniſhed 
with Money to buy Books, and leifure to 
read them, which is too uſually ſpent in 
Luxury with greater Expence, and fome- 
times with the Ruines of their Lives,and 
Fortunes ; beſides, for want of it they are 
the more ſubjeft to be wheadled into 11! 
Practices againft the 'State, and expoſed 
to the Craft, and Rapacity of Lawyers, 
who teach them the value of this know- 
leds, by the price they pay for it. 

But then Juſtices of the Peace are not 
only obliged, as they are Ezg/i/h-men an 
Gentlemen to this Study, but as they 
have promiſed upon Oath to be Executors 
of the Laws, and it betrayes a great ſtu- 
pidity of Mind, or Irreligion, to ſwear 
to do equal] right to the Poor and to the 
Rich, after their Cunning, Wit and Pow- 
er, and after the Laws and Cuſtomes of 
the Realm, and Statutes thereof made, as 
the Form of the Oath is, and then never 
concern themſelves to. know what thoſe 
Laws and Cuſtomes are, and to mind the 

on  dtatutes 


\ 
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Statutes of Eng/aud,no more then they do 
the Edidts of Fraxce. | 
And that which renders the thing 
the more inexcuſable, is the great pains 
and care many Learned Men have taken, 
to make Colleions of thoſe things, that 
are moſt neceffary for the Juſtice of the 
Peace, ſo that no man can want a Tutor, 
if he have but a Will to learn, and they 
are Written too with that Variety of Me- 
thod, that they will fit any mans humour, 
who is not given up to floath and negli- 
Fence. 

I can never admire enough the Learn- 
ing of Mr. William Lambard, how nice 
and curious he is in his inquiries into the 
Origine of thoſe Powers, that are given to 
the Juſtice of the Peace, and the reaſons 
of them, his Brevity, and the Perſpicuity 
of his Style, which makes him very uſe- 
ful, tho there have been great Additions 
of late, made to that Office by new Sta- 


tutes. 
The diligence of Mr. Dalton is not I: 1s 
to be valued, nor the Exat Method in 
which he hath digeſted fo great a varie- 
ty of things, which are again made more 
valuable by the Additions made in theLate 
Impreflions. 
How Curious and Subtle is Sir Edward 


Cook, in his readings ppon the great Char- 
| ter 


Sir Mat. 
Hales. 
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ter and other Statutes, which are of 
great uſe to a Juſtice of Peace, becauſe 
they will give him hints,and general Rules 
for the interpreting, and underſtandin 
thoſe Statutes he took no notice of,and thoſe 
too that have been made ſince his death. 

What a Vaſt Variety of Reading and 
Learning hath he ſhewn in the Pleas of the 
Crown; and yet he hath fo couched and 
contracted it, that the Volume is but ſmall 
tho the worth is in eſtimable. 

The ExaQtneſs of Mr. Poulton in his 
Book. De pace Regis & Regni, is much to 
be admired, where beginning at the root 
of all publick diforders, the corrupt un- 
quiet hearts of men, he ſhews how they - 
proceed from one degree to another, till 
Menaces, and Threatnings grow up at laſt 
into Rebellions, and Treaſfons, all along 
proving what he faith by Quotations of 


the beſt Law-Books, 


The Conciſeneſs of the Lord Zales in 
his Pleas of the Crown,is not leſs to be ad- 
mired, then his Integrity :and Prudence, 
in ſo contracting them. - 

And Mr. Chamberlains Complete Ju- 
ſlice, and Mr. Xeebles Aſſiſtance, &c. 
want nothing but an induſtrious, and grate- 
ful Age, to make both the Books, and Au- 
thors more highly vslued, and indeed they 
cannot be too mucheſteemed. And 
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And as for the Statutes, Mr. Xee8/le 
hath done the Nation a mighty piece of 
Service, 1n his Exact Re-printing of them, 
in-an excellent Table of his own, but 
there is in my poor judgment one thing 
{till wanting, and that is an Index, or Ta- 
ble of the' Statutes under thoſe Heads or 
Titles, which the Juſtices of the Peace 
have occaſion touſe them by ; which are 
difterent from the Lawyers common phces, 
ſo that there ſhould be another Table on 
purpoſe for the Juſtices of the Peace, which 
might be drawa in a Sheet of Paper : 
the only Perſon that attempted this to my 
knowledg, 1s one Mr. Wa. Toung in a ſmall 
piece ſtiled a Yade Mecum, Printed at Lon- 
don in 1660. In the beginning of which 
is 2 Table containing about five Leaves, 
which is of vaſt uſe for the ſpeedy finding 
of any Statute that a Juſtice of Peace hath 
occaſion to uſe, but yet it is imperfe not 
only as to the New, but Ancient Sta- 
tutes. 

There is another thing, which I have 
wiſhed for, and that is an exadt Collection 
of all thoſe Caſes, which immediately 
concern the Juſtice of Peace, in which 
their power, or wayes of Proceedings are 
called in queſtion, out of the Year-Books 
and Reports, recited in the fame order of 
time as they are there, at length, without 

| any 


Pl 
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any abbreviations,and' only tranſlating in- 

to Engiiſh ſuch as are in French, which 
would be of great uſe. _. 

Now if a man ſhould attempt to read 
all theſe Books which I have mentioned, 
which relate to the Office of the Juſtice of 
Peace ( the Statutes expeRted, which are 
only to be conſulted upon occaſion ) it 
were no very grievous Task, and yet he 
might learn his Duty thence, without any 
other or very little help from Books. = 

But in the mean time it were to be 
wiſhed, that ſome men could be perſwa- 
ded to read but one of the ſhort ones firſt, 

' and then one of the larger pieces, I mean 

' Dalton or Keebles Aſſiſtance, and then the 
ſhort piece again to fix things in their Me- 
mory, and if 1 were worthy to adviſe 
them, it ſhould be Mr. Chamberlaix's, for 
T take that to be the very beſt that ever 
was written. 


_—_— As reading begins knowledg, ſo Obſer- 
: vation and Pradtice fixes it, he that reads 
without refleing upon it at the time, 
and noting diligently what may be uſeful 
to him afterwards, loſeth both his Labour 
and his time, many men complain of a . | 
bad Memory, when the fault is their own, 


I! they read careleſly, and take no pains to 


imprint any. thing upon their Minds, _ 
hs. <7 t 1Cr 
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ther then or afterwards, and then it were 
a wonder if they ſhould remember what 
they never conſidered,nor underſtood, but 
_ on and on and think upon ſomething 
elſe. | 

Others pretend they would read more 
if they had a good Memory, this is a pre- 
tence only for Laſineſs, laying their own 
fault upon God and Nature, tor Memory 
15 a Natural Faculty common to men with 
many other Creatures ; but on the other 
ſide if they would read more, and note as 
they go they wonld certainly retain a part 
of it, tho perhaps not ſo much as others 
do. But then there is a third fort of men 
who pretend to have ill Memories, who 
in truth never read at all, theſe belye their 
Natural Faculties, 'tis true they remember 
little or nothing, how ſhould they > the 
Memory is but like a Store-houſe,in which 
if nothing is laid up, nothing ſhall ever be 
found, if what is good for nothing, ſuch 
as is laid in will come out, and not be in 
the leaſt amended there. 

Obſervation doth ſomething, but Pra- 
Aice is the great fixer of Notions in the 
minds of men, he that his a Natural Fool, 
will yet by often going away learn it at 
laſt, how much more men of Competent 
Natural Parts, and fuch only are fit to Go- 


vern others 2 and the truth 1s, they that 
have 
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have the ſtrongeſt Memories will yet in 
time loſe their Notices of Things, it they 
do not excite them by Meditations, and 
Practice, and that ſort of knowledg I am 
ſpeaking of, which is not Natural,but Ar- 
tificial Reaſon, and depends 'not for the 
moſt-part upon the innate Principles, but 
upon poſitive Inſtitutions, and agreed Me- 
thods, is moſt eaſily loſt, ſo that I have e- 
ver obſerved the moſt induſtrious men are 
the moſt skillful, and many men who read 
little, but have been very much employed 
in buſineſs, have by that learned more then 
others have done by Books, only tho they 
had better parts, ſo that a Man ſhall rarely 
find a Man excellently Verſed in any Pra- 
ical Knowledg, that hath not fixed ir, 
as well by exerciſe of it, as by Obſervati- 
on and Reading. 


Obſervation and Practice fixes, but it is 
Converſation and Diſcourſe with Know- 
ing and Experienced Men that extends 
Knowledg, much reading dulls a Man, 
but diſcourſe at once revives what a man 
knows, and encreaſeth it by the Addition 
of anothers Obſervations too, and diſpells 
that Melancholy which attends retirement 


and ſolitude : It confirms a man more in 


his Opinion, when he finds another man 


of the ſame mind, and recifies his mi- 


ſtakes, 
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Rakes, . before they become dangerous ts. 
him, or to. others. ro 
. But then ir muſt be with Knowing, 
Men, for no mancan communicate to ano« 
ther that which he hath not, he may miſ-. 
lead him, or confirm him in Error, and 
ſo make his miſtake more fatal ; but other 
" good he can expect little from him,excepr 
it be the diverſion of his Chat. | 
When the Perſon with whom we con- 
verfe, . hath not only a Speculative, but a. 
Practical Knowledge too of any thing ; 
1f he appear honeſt and diſintereſted, we 
may rely the better on hisJudgment, and 
the littl: Stories, which he will be able to 
tell of things well, or ill done, will ſtrange- 
ly dwell upon the memory,and fix things, 
and at the fame time redtifie the Judg-. 
ment too. It was well faid by the Lord 
Bacon, Set before thee the beſt Examples, 
for imitation is a Globe of Precepts ; and 
for that end were Hiſtories written, that 
one Gezeration might learn trom another, 
and take Example what to follow, and 
what to avoid ; and Diſcourſe is of the 
ſame Nature, tho not fo perfect. . 
- I may then juſily deteſt their ill nature 
and folly, who when they meet with Men 
of Knowledge and Experience, and willing 
to Commmunicare bath to them, envy and. 
traduce them , = when they have no- 
| L thung 
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thing elle t6 fay, think to make thern 
Odious, by ſaying, They love to talk, and 
are coriceited of their owri Knowledge or 
Abilities, and are Proud men ; why, if all 
this were true, it is better to be Proud of 
Something; than'of Nothing, and yes the 
laſt happens ofteneſt ; ſohd Knowledge 


will- make a man humble , when there is 


nothing ſo conceited as Ignorance: and a 
communicative Man 1s better company, 
than a cloſe churlſh Natnre , who values 
himfelf npotit the Ignorance of others, 
which ſhall never be redified by him. 
And it is uſual for theſe men too, to Tearn 
from them, whom they thus traduce. 


* Secondly, I may juſtly reprehend them 
who ſpend all their time in tittle tattle, 
about their Carrs, and their Kites, their 
Debaucheries, and Recreations, or, which 
15s worſe, in defaming their Neighbours ; 
but 1t any uſeful Diſcourſe is begun, that 
may tend to the Publick Good;or to make 
them wiſer, or better, are ill at eaſe, till it 
be ended, turn fick, and are ready to fur- 
render their over-charged Stomachs. 


'Tis true, the Age in which we live, is 


learned ; but if this humour prevail alittle 


more,the next will not only be debauched, 
but barbarous, and ignorant. 


SECT. 
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SECTION Vt. 


He End of all that knowledye I have 
been diſcourſing of in the foregoing 
Section 15 forPratice;for that makes 
it truly beneficial, a Mari had better be 
totally Tgriorant of all Laws, than to Stu- 
dy them to find ways to defeat ther ; that 
ſo he may atonce avoid the DireQive,and 
Coercive Power of them. But the Great 
deſign of a Good Magiſtrate is a Prudent 
Execution of them, by obſerving a due 
Method according to Law. x. In calling 
the Parties. 2. In hearing them. 3.'M 
determining the Canſc. | 

It is an old; and a: juſt Complaint, that 
no Nation hath berter Laws than this, nor 
hardly any that executes them worſe, 
and yet we are poffeſt with an Hydropi- 
cal thirſt after more, the cauſe of which 
is, that every man would 'be free timfclt, 
and have another bound ; but of what uſe 
are the beft Laws without fevere Execu- 
tion 2 If we deſignnothing but oſtentatiori; 
in my ent the Book of Statutes 1s 
bis enough all ready. We are almoſt in 
the ſame aondition with the Ancient Ro- 
mans, Nec vitia neftra, nec remedia eorum 


ferre poſſumus , we can neither bear - our 
L 2 great 
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zreat and manifold Vices, nor the Reme- 
dies of them. FX OR 
And it was the Obſervation of a Wiſe - 
man, Corruptiſſima Repub. plurime Leges, 
.that moſt Laws were made,, in the moſt 
-corrupted States, But then never was any 
'People.amended with Ink, and Paper, and 
Laws axe/no more, till they be put in Exe- 
.cution... It was, good Advice which 7 ;be- 
-ri14 gave the Senate, that they ſhould not 
teach the World, by ineffetual Laws, what 
. Vices were too ſtrong for their Authority ; 
.for which he gives this reaſon, That when 
Men had once prevailed againſt that Re- 
-medy too, . Neg; metus ultra, neq, ”-_ eſt, 
there was neither Fear, nor Modeſty left 
to amend them. . If we think much to 
-Execute thoſe-we already have, to what 
end ſhould we defire more 2 If we think 
it burthenſome to Obey our old Laws, 
why, ſhould we, deſire to  encreaſe the 
weight, except it-be to ſhew by the breach 
of more, how much we deſpiſe them 2 
But as-in-the making , ſo in the execu- 
ting of Laws, there. will be occaſion. to 
make uſe; of much Prudence, and Diſcre- 
tionto make a dextrous Application of the 


* " 


General. Rule to the particular inſtance, 
and.to order the'Buſineſs fo too (if it be 
poſlible) that the Offender may be Refor- 
med, .and nor Ruined ; it is unpoſlible to 
6s | * give 


CY. — 

pive any General Rule, or Advice in this' 
Caſe, but it muſt be left tothe diſcretion 
of the Magiſtrate. Only the Saying of the 

aſt Lord Chancellor will ever be found 

true. Happy u that Government where men 

Complain of the ſtrift Fxecution of the 

F aws. And if I might preſume to give the 

Reaſon it thould be this; Severity prevents 

Offences , whereas too much lenity en- 

creaſeth them, and makes the Offender by - 
Cuſtom, and Time incorrigible. 

When a Complaint is brought -beforea 
Juſtice of the Peace, his firſt care muſt be. 
to conſider diligently, whether the Cafe 
be within his Juriſdiction ; for it is no un=: 
uſual thing for mean People to complain 
to them in Caſes,in which they can afford 
them no Relief, and it is much better to 
conſider this at firſt, than when it is-too 
hte ; for ther a Man hath-betrayed his 
1gnorafice; ind indiſcretion,if there happen 
nothing worſe. 5 ( 
” Some' Meh have a cuſtom- to extend 
their Power beyond the juſt* bounds of it; 
that they/may: have the*more Buſineſs; 
and others will not do what they might, 
and ought, either out of fear, or ignorance, 
or unwillingneſs to be Troubled ; neither 
of theſe are good. It is unſafe, and often 
injurious 'too., to ſtretch the Juriſdition 
beyond its que __ And it is-unjuft 
" oy Ys A 24 on 
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on the other ſide to deny Men the- Bene: . 
i of the Laws, when it is in Qur Power 
them : And therefore a Good 
te will avoid both the Extremes, 
and 507 ue giye. his Neighbours Trouble 
to-no puxpole ,, nor ſpare. his own Pains 
when he can ferve his Country. And 
herein he will ſoon find the great Benefit 
of his Care to inform himſelf Exactly of 
his Duty, without which, it will be very 
difficult to determine whether he hath a 
right-to meddle, or no z and if he thinks he 
hath, it will not be amiſs (at firſt ef} 7 
cially , and afterwards in-all doubtful 
ſes) to conſult his Books, and fo go on 
or defiſt , as he finds Cauſe. And the 
Safety will ſufficiently Compenſate- for 
the Trouble. | 

When he is reſolvd to grant a Warrant, 
it i5 an excellent ahya tocnter-into 4 Paper 
Book: to be kept for that purpoſe, firſt the 
Name of the Complainant , -and-of the 


Party 2gainſt ' whom the Cam 
_ and: then the Cor wor 0 
few words: as: is poſſible , hen read 


them to Fn Complainant by chat. if any 
Miſtake hath beert made in the Names, 
or thing , it may be' rectified , and then 
no roy. | this again in the Preface of the 
Warrant ; for I am utterly againſt all Ge- 
feral Deverpny YE it 'be mm ſome Fs 

cs 
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Caſes which feldom- happen) it being uns 
reaſonable to call a man to- Anſwer to he 
knows not what, when if the Cafe had 
been Exprefſed, perhaps he could have 
produced Witnefles to have cleared his in- 
nocence, and ſo have prevented further 
Charge, and Trouble ; and Mr. Eambard 
gives another good reaſon for it, viz. Be- 
cauſe the King's Writs do always expreſs 
the Cauſe of " when | 
When the Warrant is once granted, it 
is not fit to hold any further Diſcourſe 
with the ox 0rnay or afterwards, till 
both Parties appear face to face, to pre» 
vent Prejudice, and Prepotfteſſion ; yet you 
ſhall have many fuch Complainants that 
will endeavour to get a Pronuſe from the 
Juſtice of Peace beforehand, that he will 
Determine the Caſe for their Advantage, 
which is direftty contrary to all Juſtice, 
and Honefty. | | | 
Others are as earneft to have the War» 
rant retornable before the Juſtice thar 
granted it , and no others, which ſhould 
never be eaſily granted, firſt becauſe it m- 
chides in'it a Tacit reproach of pau ox 
not Men of Ability,or Honeſty. 5 
Be - it CER intention of the Law, 
which hath . made them numerous, that 
every man might have an impartial, _ 
re 


| indifferent Judge ; and yert if the 
= __ good 


"Bio 
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good reafon. for it;it may be done;But then 
the Juſtice: hath bound himſelf to be as 
kind to the: ather Party as he can poſhibly 
be, becauſe: he hath deprived him of the 
_ favour he might have found fram another 
Juſtice of the Peace. 
:.- When the Defendant appears, read the 
Complatat:to-him , and ask him what he 
faithto it ; and if he confeſs it, then there 
will need no Proof ; if he deny it;; endea- 
vour to find out the Truth,/as far as is poſ- 
ſible without Oaths 'to avaid Perjury, by 
croſs Examining of all Parties, and if the 
Fruth can ſo. be fonnd-out, the /pains is 
well-ſpent'; but if it cannot, Oaths muſt 
be given. | 
[When the Matter of Fat is once ſtated, 
then _ have: recourſe tn the Statutes , of 
Books; 'as the Caſe requires, and read them 
to the Parties, that the Law-may paſs the 
Sentence, for this inſtructs and fatisfies 
all Parties, and ſhews that you have done 
them no wrong, and it is of great uſe too 
to:the Juſtice of Peace, and, makes. the 
Statutes, and Books very familiar to him ; 
and! gives him a good Afſyrance, that he 
Hath not.done amuls. LYARIEA 0 2524 32 
\ Then Enter in the ſame Book. the Ap- 
pearance of the Parties, the:Evidence given, 
and the Determination thereupon made; as 
thortag is: poſlible, and diſmiſs;them.. ; . 


Some 


2, » is 
' -Some may"1magine, . that this Reeping 
of a Book is very. troubleſome, but if they 
would try 1t , they would find the con- 
trary ; when-the Art of making ſhort En- 
tries 1s once learned ; and yet if it were, 
the Uſe would out-weigh the Labour. For: 
Firſt, It inables' a Man to anſwer for his 
Actions many years after, which were im- 
poſſible without it. Secondly, Itprevents' 
forgetting his- Buſineſs before it be ended, 
which -many-do for want of it, who bind 
Over' men to the Seſſions, and forget the 
Buſineſs before they come, and-:then can. 
give no reaſon for it. Thirdly, It inables 
a Man ſometimes to diſcover his own Er- 
rors by an aſter-reflexion on [his own 'A- 
ions, andthe Reaſons of them. Fourthly, 
He may at any time ſhew what Sentence 
was paſs d in-any Caſe, by which IF have 
ſee new Quarrels that were ariſing pre- 
vented. And if juſt upon a: Seſſions they 
be all read over, he ſhall have a Profpec&t 
of all he hath done - that Quarter ; which 
will be of great uſe. I know many of theſe 
things are not of abſolute Neceflity, but 
upon'Trial,-I perſwade my felt; they will 
appear ſo uſeful, -that no man will repent 
the Experiment, eſpecially no new Begin- 
ner, who is concern'd to be more careful, 
becauſe he is more-ſubjec to Miſtake. 


The 
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- The Staintes are fo AUNCrOUS , and 


withal fo: variouſly Penned , that it will 


be impoſſible to remember them exactly, 
and fo it will be mn rig 
them frequently upon S, an 
m order to the them, the 
Table I mentioned in the | Section will 
be of great uſe, and the Juſtice, who takes 
theſe "Methods, 'will find the Benefit of 
them ſo great in a ſmall time, that he will 
never leave them ; but the ather and 
ſhorter ways are fo uncertain, and fub- 
je&t to Error, that no man can avoid 
oooh ing fatal Miſtakes, who follows 
| 6 | | 
In this Part of our Buſineſs Two things 
gre to be avoided, Unneceſſaxy Delays,and 
Precipittted Haſt. 

- "_ is very little difference betwixt 
—_ delaying Juſtice ; only the lat- 

ions, for then the Party may 

pos to aores Juſtice , or defiſt , bs ro 
much Expence of time , which is of 
value to Poor Men ; whereas the maki 
ghem dance Attendance fromtime ta time 
to no may do them more _ 
than that of which they complain. ' An 
an Over-haſty Determination of a thi 
before it be well underſtood, is no [ef 
I" and therefore carefull y to be 


avoid 
- I will 


(1155 } 
I will Conclude this Setion with a few 
Excellent Rules of the Lord Bacor's. 


I. Seek to make thy courſe Regular, that 


be not Poſitive, aud Peremps 


tory. 


2. Expreſs thy ſelf. well when thou goeſt 
from thy. Rule... —_— 

3. Imbrace aud invite Helps, aud Ad- 
vices touching the Execution of thy Place > 
and do wot drive away ſuch, as bring thee 
Information as Medlers; but accept of them 


n good part. 


- < Gzve eafie acceſs. & Keep times ap- 
pointed, 3. Ga through with that which is 
in hand. 4. And interlace uot Buſineſs 


" 


but of Neceſfty. 


go: where elſe in. the maia z. 
offered to ( rat 


Men know beforehand what: to Exe -*.* 
pet ks 


&* 
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SECTION IX 


of «ths. - A -$" the Juſtice of Peace enters his Of- 


\ fice with the taking Three ſeveral 
Oaths, which are included in the Dedim 
Poteſtatem, viz. The Qath of Supremacy, 
and of Allegiance, and that belonging ta 
his Office ; So he hath very frequent Oc- 
caſions to Adminiſter Oaths to others in 
che Execution of it ; and therefore it be- 
fits him to ſtudy well the Nature, and Ob- 
ligation of'an Oath, that he may Preferve 
himſelf, and others ( as much as in him 
lyes ) from the Sin of Perjury. 


It might therefore not ſeem impertinent 
co.Diſcourſe fomething of both of thent in 
this place, but that more Learned *ment 
than I, have prevented me init, and it is 
impoſſible for Me to fay any thing, which 
hath, got been faid before on this | Ac- 
* Inſtead of which, I am rather inclined 
to deplore the Miſeries 'of the Age,and Na- 
t1on in which we live ; for it may be thar 
fince the Creation of the-World, there-is 
not one to be found in which- Perjury and 


Diſregard of the Obligation of all Oaths, 
have taken ſuch Deep rooting,and become 


{ Epiggmical, and General, 


It 
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If we inquire into the Reaſons of it, we 
ſhall find two, which have contributed 
eſpecially to it,FaCtions,and Irreligion. 

The  Popiſh Faction led the Way , 
and long ſince by Papal Diſpenſfations 
taught Chriſtians to play faſt, and look 
with thoſe dreadful ties, which honeſt 
Heathens revered,and trembled at ; and to 
Uphold their tattering Greatneſs, Decreed 
at laſt, "That Faith was not to be kept with 
EHereticks ; a Dodrine which they have 
ſince moſt religiouſly obſerved, when it 
hath been fafe as they thought , whether 
to their greater Infamy,or Dammage,l ſhall 
not now inquire, | 

The Diſſenters at length imbraced ( in 
the beginning of our late Confuſions) the 
ſame Opinion, and being to undertake a 
War againſt their King ; were Neceſlitated 
to bfolve themſelves. from the-Oath of 
Allegiance they had made to him, and 
afterwards the fame.. Neceſſity brought 
them to take the Covenant which was con- 
trary tothat Oath, the Exgagement which 
was contrary to both ; and 7 on they went 
Swearing, Contradictions , and inpolng 
them upon the People , till no body did 
any longer regard what they Swear to, 
and they became fo Perfidious too , and 
diſtruſtfal of each other, that this Perfidy 
_ and Perjury in which.they had put their 


_ "greate(t 
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eateſt truſt by a juft Judgmetit of God 

ting, Oi Beg Tas 
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ara their Afairs into fuch 

Majeſty? ja-yo forced key nag os to £5 

4fnd accept 2 rar om 

whom whom they had red bur a few Months 
re, 


Burt the Nation being once infeted with 
this Leprofie of Perjary , th6 one cauſe 
was gone, the War, yer the Factions kept 
up the Diſtemper ; partly to ſecure them- 
ſelves ag4itift the Laws made againſt them, 
and partly in to make exit aſe of it 
in another Revolutien , which they have 
lived in Expedtation of everfince. 

Sothey Minted new Dofrines, That it 
is better to Truſt God (2. e. to try whe- 
ther he will be as good as his Word , and 
Puniſh them for falſe Go ) than 
Man. That it was a tefs Sin ( if it were 
any) for a Man to forfwear hoſe than 
ro betray a Godly Brother to the Wicked, 
or wa tw he A 2ganft him =_ JE 

nd as bby Singh t; to raiſed, 
i ing bong ” p nov, TE”, 
nd was ous, 
they tried what Perfwaſion would do ; if 
that failed, they fellto cloſe Revenges, De- 


famations, Suits ar Law oo'other Prerences, 
and all the Ways they could, till at laft 


partly for Love, pattly for Fear, they 


ght 


brou 
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Perure themſelves for them. 
Thus our 7gnoramus Jartes, our Perjured 
Conſtables, our Conformitg-Nonconfor- 


». 


ns 1fto Legal, and Spiritual Sacra- 
ments ; our Moderate Magiftrates fo call'd, 
and. our Journeyman Freemen were pro- 
duced. 

So that by degrees things are now come 
tothat paſs, that no man can tell how to 
truſt his Life, his Honour , his Fortunes, 
ro the truth of a Witneſs, or Jury ; for 
. Men have learned to ſerve themſelves in 
their private Concerns of the fame Engine 
that have wrought fach wonderful Effefts 
n the Pablick ; and the Contagion hath 
ſpread it felf fo vaſtly, that there is hardly 
any ſecurity left. 

Nor have the Dreadful Judgments of 
God upon the firſt Inventers, the learned 
Writings, arid Sermons of the conformable 


Clergy ttor any thing elſe that could 
yet 
ſtop 


thought of been able to put a 
to it. | 

” Nay the Atheifm, and Irreligion, which 
| the Obſervation of all this umpious Villa» 
- thy hath produced , joyned with the De- 
bauchery of the Tires, have grven agreat 
increaſe to it ; ſo that now not only the 


 demure Hypocrite 'forfwears himſelf for | 


the 


brotight incredible Numbers of Men 6 - 


TS. PU , our Sacramentary di- 


4 ——_— . 5 - 
on T b, { TY - - We . - 
——— «Tr $a 7 ga * ; , _ 
pop rar RR a BR Le A, 


DALY) FI BBS. wt eB «oem 


en tho i... 4 STE IO Cy 


and if they did but-mind it, they ſhould 
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the- Glory of .Gvd , -and:the Good of his 
Children ; but the Atheiſt, when there is 
occaſion, doth it by their Example, for his 
Own ſweet fake, and his Friends. 

"But what will be the Effect of all this - 
Without . Oaths there can be:no Admini- 
ſtration of Juſtice , no Determination. of 
Controverſies, and without Truth, and 
Honeſty in thoſe Oaths , there can be as 
little Juſtice in the Event. © That Perjury 
that did: a man a Kindneſs to day , may 
ruin him to morrow , and in probability 
will do fo. Beſides, no man almoſt can 
mannage a Perjury ſo cunningly , but that 
it will be known, not only to God, but to 
ſome Men, who will afterwards diſtruſt 
and hate that Man to the day of his Death; 
even the Party,for whom. he did it,will be 
forever after jealous of him. So that. a 
Man that is once guilty of this Sin , if he 
be not proſecuted tor it by Publick Juſtice, 


| will yet be infamous, and ſuſpeed by. all 


his Neighbours, ; ſo that, if Men wete Wie, 
tho they did.not fear God, yet. to avoid 
the Hatred, and diſtruſt of Men , they 
would avoid this deteſtable \Sin of Per- 
IYE oc TP 5s } 26.1 
.- But if they could conceal- it from: the 
Knowledge of all Mankind, can they. de 
ceive their own Conſciences too 2 no ſure; 


find 


% 
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find many, who have. afterwards, IE Þ 


deep and grievous a ſenſe of this Sin; that 
they have put an end to their own: Liyes 
to eſcape the ſary of it , others have dis 
Diſtracted, and-Diſpairing, and thoſe,that 
have recovered by the Mercy of God;have 
yet many of- them lived miſerable ,.unfor- 
tunate, uncamfortable-lives ever aſter. _. 
And after all this the Judgments of God 
Almighty. come up, in the Reer. with a 
engeance {o much njore heavy as it isthe 
ſlower. It is obſerved by the Author of the 
Wiſdom of Solomon (Chap. 14. v. 30, ZI.) 
that thoſe Heathens, who ſwore falſly by 
their Idols, were yet for thoſe Perjuries 
puniſhed by the true God, For zt 7s not 
(faith tie) the Power of them by whom they 
ſwear : but it is the juſt Vengeance of Sin- 


mers, that puniſheth always the offence of 


Sinners. If the true God ſeemed thus 
careful to preſerve Religion amongſt Men 
by avenging the Injuries, that were done 
to falſe Gods by thoſe that worſhipped 
them as true, which he often did in pity 
to the deceived World , becauſe without 
- Religion Communities would degenerate 
into Bands of Thieves and wha oy rs 
each one preying upon anotier, and Kcep- 
ing no more Faith, than Necelity could 
enforce, (as is well obſerved by the Author 
of The Life of Agathocles) than by 4 
M ary 
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neceſſary Conſequence he is much more 
iged to aller his own honour baſely 
by Pretended Chriſtians , and we 

' may be ſure he will, for he hath never yet 

- failed to do it. 

How many Princes truſting to the Papal 
Abſfolutions have been deſtroyed by their 
own Perjuries > what did the Emperor 
gain by the breach of his Faith at the 
Council of Coyſtance, or any other Prince 
ſince 2 what did our Diſſenters Gain by all 
their Perjuries between 40 and 69 2 what 
are they the better for all thoſe they have 
procured or abetted ſince, is not the hand 
of God againſt them in all they undertake, 
defeating all their Proje&ts, and Deſigns, 
and making them every day more Odious, 
than others 2? 

For my part, I do not fear that perju- 
rious Projects will ever prevail, or do any 
bedy any good : but the Crime being 
ſpread fo vaſtly, I fear a National Judg- 
ment, a Calamity that ſhall be as general 
as the Sin, and then no man will be free 
from fuffering the fad Effes of it, ths 
thoſe that have procured it , will ſmart 
moſt by it ; and this is enough to oblige 
every good Man, that loves his Countrey, 
(eſpecially all Magiſtrates) 'to ſtand iri the 
gap, and to prevent the ſurther Growth 
of it, as much as is poſible by diſcounte- 

|  Nancinf 
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nancing it, and puniſhing it too, as occa- 
ſion ſerve. es 
Some are of Opinion, this Sin might be 
ſtopped by a ſevere Law againſt it, but I 
am of another mind ; and I heartily be- 
lieve more innocent than guilty Men 
would ſuffer by it , if we had ſuch a Law, 
becauſe theſe wicked Wretches make Par- 
ties to uphold one an$ther , and will liy 
things ſo well togethet , that it is almoſt 
impoſſible to diſcover the Cheat; aiid then 
as for Oaths to prove then, that they 
never want ; whereas good Men are not 
ſo vigilant, ſuſpeCting as little ill, as they 
mean, and fo would be more expoſed to 
the force of ſuch a Law. | 
But as for Publick Officers ( checialy 
Conſtables, and ſuch like) I with together 
- with their Oaths they might be compelled 
to enter a Recognizance of the ſame Con- 
dition with their Oaths, which if it ware 
but of ſmall value as X, or XX 44. it 
would work much upon them, and in a 
pew meaſure put a ſtop to this Impiety z 
r ſorne that do riot reverence an Oatlt 
wou'd yet fear to forfeit their Recogni- 
zarice; arid iri time Religion would return 
and take away the neceſlity of fuch double 
Obligations. 
As for Private Concerns there is excel- 


Jent proviſion made by a late Statute, 
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29 Car. 2. Cap. 3. and the extending it 
to-a few mgre particulars might be very 
uſeful ; and till this can be done, Men 
muſt commit as little,as is poſlible to Ver- 
bal Teſtimonies, by taking all things they 
can in Writing. | 

' 2, Another of the beſt, and, moſt efle- 
Qtual means that is left to ftop this inun- 
dation of Perjury 9 is for Magiſtrates to 
expreſs a great deteſtation of it , not only 
by their words, . as Occaſion ſerve, but by 
their Actions too, by ſhewing themſelves 
\ to be exceeding Careful not to do any 
thing, that is-contrary to their Oaths, and 
ſometimes giving that for a reaſon of it ; 
for that makes a greater unpreſſion upon 
the Minds of Men, than-any words with- 
out it, becauſe it is at once.:a Verbal and 
a Practical Declaration, and their Autho- 
rity will make it the more taken Notice of 
and regarded, 


The Oaths' of Supremacy, and Alle- 
giance are fo frequently Adminiſtred 4 
that I need not take any (further notice 
of them here, but that which more im» 
mediately concerns the Juſtices of the 
Peace, 15 as followeth. "$8 


1E 
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FE ſtall Swear that as Juſtice of he 
Peace in the County of C. in all Ar- 
ticles in the King's Commiſſion to you' 

direfted, you ſhall do Egal Right to” the 

Poor, and to the Rich, after your Cunning, 

Wit and Power ,, and after the Laws and 

Cuſtoms of the Realm, and Statutes there- 

of made : and ye ſhall not be of Councel of 

any quarrel hanging before you : and that 
ye (ball hold your Seſſions after the form of 
the Statutes thereof made. And the Iſues, 

Fines and Amerciments that ſhall happen to 

be made ; and all Forfeitures which ſhall 

fall before you, ye ſhall cauſe to be entered 
without any Concealment (or imbeſilling ) 
and truely ſend them to the King's Exche- 
quer ; ye ſhall not let for Guift, or other 

Cauſe, but well and truly you ſhall do your 

Office of Fuſtice of the Peace in that be- 

half : And that you take nothing for your 

Office of Juſtice of the Peace to be done, but 

the King; and Fees accuſtomed,and Coſts 

imited by the Statute : And ye ſhall not 
diref, nor cauſe to be direfed any Warrant 

(by you to be made) to the Parties, but 
ſhal dire to the Bailiffs of the ſaid 

County, or other the King's Officers ( or 

Miniſters or other indifferent Perſons,to do 

Execution thereof. So help you God. 


M 3 You 


[ 166 ] 


You ſhall do Egal right] the very way 
of Writing which word Egal inſtead of 
Equal, ſhews this Oath is of great Anti- 
quity, and that it hath been very carcfull 
Tranſcrited, when there have been fo 
much ſcruple made of changing a 6. into 
2 2. according to the Latin,and our preſent 
Authography, and it would te a burnin 
ſhame tous, if we that are Sworn ſhoul 
be leſs careful of the Articles in it , than 
the Clerks have been of the Letters. 
| And that ye ſhall hold your Seſſions] 
how they can Anſwer it, to God or Man 
I know not, whorefide in any County ; 
or aCt as Juſtices of the Peace in it , and 
yet never appear at any Seſſions by the 
ſpace of many years together , without 
any lawſul excuſe, or hindrance , or thoſe 
who come and take the King's Wages,and 
before half the Buſineſs is done, betake 
themſelves to the Tavern , leaving wo 
or three to finiſh, and conclude the Buſi- 
ne; fo that if any Controverſie ariſe , it 
muſt be left to another time, or ended as 
it can, rather than as it ovght, it is 
true neither of theſe Diſorders can be 
Puniſhed by the Court , but then it is 
becauſe the Law ſuppoſeth, that Men 
of that Quality will not need it, but will 
religiouſly obſerve their Oath , fo that 

tae fault is fo much the greater ; be- 
ES. = . " cauſe 
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cauſe it cannot be Puniſhed, but by God 


only. 

I ſhall not make any more RefleQions 
on this Oath, becauſe this whole Diſcourſe 
1s but a kind of Commentary upon it, and 
whatever I have omitted is taken notice 
of by Lambard, and other Writers. 

But the Care of a Magiſtrate ends not 
in himſelf, but is to exrend to Others, 
and therefore he ought to take great 
heed, that he miniſter none, but Lawfſul 
and Neceſſary Oaths. Secondly, That if 
he find Men ignorant, he give them good 
Advice, and ſharp Reproofs in caſe of the 
leaſt failure. 

By Lawful Oaths, I mean fuch as the 
Laws, and Cuſtoms of England will al- 
low him to give ; and therefore before 
he take an Oath , he -ought to conſider 
whether he have Power to do it ; for 
thd he hath a great, yet he hath not an 
unlimited Power, as is manifeſt by that 
Parenthefis which is ſo frequent 1n our 
Statutes (which Oath the ſaid Fuſt ices are 
by this Aﬀ Authorized 10 Adminiſter) 
which is repeated almoſt, as often as a 
new Power is given them, and for the 
moſt part in theſe very words. And yet 
I doubt not, but when good Reaſon re- 
quires where ever they may Hear and 


etermine, they may .do it upon Oath 
Ee me M 4 th& 
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tho the. Statute - doth not ſo. Expreſs it ; 
for "they are to take the beſt care they 
can-ahat they be not deceived 40 what 
they da by: fate Information, te which 
end an Oath may be ſometimes abſolutely 
neceſſary. . 
_ Hut Fe | 
Giving Oaths -in all Cafes where they 
have.na Authority ; but alſo in. as. many 
of the reſt, .as they can ; I have read. that 
the Zurki/þ Country-Magiſtratcs ! which 
are like our Juſtices of the Peace , Detcr- 
mine 7 ark all Caſes without Oaths, and 
yet (if they are not corrupted” by neither 
Party) will by Queries, obſerving the 
looks of Mcn, when they Anſwer. 
Laying, things. together., and, comparing 


F 


onething with another, and by making . 


all. the ſeveral Parties tell the Story 


| one after another, or ſo much of it 


as they know , by theſe, I fay, and 
ſuch like Methods,” they will fo pick out 
the Truth, that no Oath could do it half 
ſo well, Now I know this Way is trou- 
bleſome, and will take time, but it will 
diſcover the Truth ſometimes,when Oaths 
would nat, and fave the Perjury too, and 


lo is worth the while. And I have ob-. 


{erved alſo, that Men who are in Paſſion 
one againſt another , do little regard the 
Religion of an Oath, and yet . their 

Ce - 
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Magiftzates are not only to avoid 
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very . Paſhon will difcover the Truth 
without one, if a Magiſtrate will have 
but a little Patience, and give them time 
and libetty | of. Speech : but on the con- 
trary, Men do generally revere an Oath 
when they are quiet, and undiſturbed, and 
a Magiſtrate may beſt give an Oath 
when ..they are in that temper , and 
rely upon the truth of what they fay. 


Secondly, Oaths would not be given in 
things that are not of ſome Moment ; It is 
$90 to. hear what. a Perſon can fay 

efore he is Sworn, and if it be nothing 
to the. purpoſe , then not” to Swear him 
atall; but it it be, then to Swear him, 
and bid him tell the Story the ſecond 
tune, and obſerve 1t he vary, by which 
means the Truth may be often found 
QUE. 


Thirdly, It is good to bring things into 
as narrow a compatls,as is poſlible by ob- 
ſerving, wherein the Parties agree, and 
wherein they differ before any Oath be 
given, and this will determine many Ca- 
es Without an Oath, the Parties agreem 

at laſt about the Matter of Fact ; and 
if it will not, that only in which they 
difler is to be proved upon Oath, which 
will be liable ro lefs hazardoi Perjury than 
the whole. . It 
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Tfrhe Juſtice of Peace obſerves the Par- 
ty who is to take an Oath be ignorant, or 
young, it is good to ſhey him the Nature 
of it in ſhort plain words, and to tell him 
the Danger, and great. Sin of Perjury, 
and how ſevere God is againſt it, and 
for that purpoſe to Alledge the Third: 
Commandment , or ſome other ' ſuch 
like ſhort place of Scripture , which 
will have great effet upon untainted 
minds. 

If he finds at any time after an Oath 
given, that any thing is ſpoken that 1s 
not truth by the Party Sworn, it is good 
ro give the Party a grave ſharp reproot 
at leaſt. Py 

It is an uſual thing not to grant a 
Warrant of th: Peace, but upon Oath 
thar the Party who requires it , doth 
not do it upon Malice, but purely out 
of fear. Yet if it be well obſerved, 
there will be found many Inſtances of 
Perjury in that caſe. And therefore F 
think it were much better to grant a 
Warrant to ſhew cauſe why the Sure- 
ty of the Peace ſhould not be granted, 
and ſo Examine the pretended fear 
when both the Parties are face to face, 
than' to purſue the old Method of 
Swearing the Complainant, and then ma- 
king the Warrant abſolute ; Eſpecially, if 
_ thers 
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there be not a grievous hurt , or ſome 
other apparent cauſe for it. I have of- 
ten found by this way of proceeding, 
that I have prevented Perjury, and de- 
livered an Innocent , and ſometimes an 
Injured Perſon from Vexation ; for it is 
no unuſual thing for ill Men to Swear 
the Peace againſt others by way of 
Prevention , when they have given 
them too much cauſe to do it to 
themſelyes : and at other times by way 
of revenge ; when they have for good 
cauſe been forced to find Sureties. 
Now in ſuch inſtances as theſe, it is 
good to prevent men from being acu- 
ally forſworn, even when they are too 
much diſpoſed to it. 

And when all this care is taken, 
there will be many Perjuries commit- 
ted, how much more when there is none 
pl it 2 But the Juſtice of the Peace when 

e hath done what he could to prevent 
it , may comfort himſelf, and believe 
that God will not lay another mans 
Sin, which he could not hinder, to Jus 

arge : but if he Swear men raſhly , 
and without due precaution, he as well 
as they muſt without doubt bear 2 part 
of the blame in the ſight of God. 


OURS, 
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The Concluſion, 


«- 


ND now I have with the greateſt 
brevity I. could, run thorough 
all thoſe Particulars,” T thought fit 
to Diſcourſe on, in relation to my Sub- 
je, and tho it might have been bet- 
rer done by an'abler Perſon, yet never 
did any man enter upon any thing with 
more fincere, and candid intentions for 
the Publick good. | 
 Andall that remains, 1s to perſwade 
thoſe that are or ſhall be Juſtices of 
the Peace, to reflect ſeriouſly upon what 
I have Written, and rhen 1f- they do not 
approve of my thoughts, they may yet 
give them occaſion of others, and in 
all likelihood mnch better, and it may 
alſo poſſibly excite ſome other Perſon ta 
do it better, and fo oblige the World, 
and me in the firſt place, 
But in the mean time, I humbly be. 
ſeech all Magiſtrates, that they would 
{criouſly conſider Three things : 


* | 


Firſt, That they are the Miniſters of 
God', and that 1s ſo honorable a Title, 
that Conſtantine the Great took much 
Pride 1n it ; but then it will become 
them 
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. them, that [Wear it to' a& as fach,”ÞÞr 
God 6/4 ſevere Judge of Unpwofitable 
Servants , and much more (of: lothful 
and' wicked ; ones, for whom .he hath 
provided”. a Puniſhment equal to the 
greatneſs of -thear! offence, and/ the dil- 
honour they do him. 

And' on the other hand, none ſhall 
enjoy more happineſs in Heaven, than 
they who have not only been good 
themſelves, but have laboured to make 
others ſuch', by governing them with 
Prudence, and Diſcretion here on Farth. 


Secondly , They--axe- the Repreſenta- 
tives of their. King, and-1t 75 the grea- 
teſt Diſloyalty, ,and Infidelity itnaginable 
to pretend. to Serve him, and jthen Dit- 
honour him to, his People J1dhÞ1 deceive 
lim in the Truſt. repoſe 


Thirdly, 'The People whom they are to 
govern, will certainly riſe up in Judg- 
ment againſt them , if they miſlead or 
miſuſe them ; for tho perhaps they can- 
not help themſelves for the preſent what- 
ever injuries they ſuffer, yet their Re- 
deemer is mighty ; and with him 15 no 
reſpect of Perſons. 

And when all this is ſeriouſly thought 


of, I do not fear that they will treat their 
| Moniter 
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, Monitor mkady, in had no other de- 
fign in this, than to make them happy 
here, "and hereafter, by expoſing thoſe 

Vices that prevail more in general, up- 

on Men for want of Precaution, than out 
of any\AﬀeQion they have'to them. 
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Thou who art the Soveraign Judg of the 
World, ſeeing it hath pleaſed thee to call me 
into the Number of the inferior Judges in it, Grant, 
that I may adminiſter Juitice truely and indifferent= * 
ly, to the puniſhment of plan” and Vice, and 
fo the maintenance of thy true Re igion and Virtue, © 
And, to that end, enlighten my Underitanding, that 7 
1 may chooſe what is Juſt, and Right in thy fight, 
wit bout re/pedt of Perſons ; and purſue the ſame with, 
Courage, and Induſtry. Quiet all Diviſions amongſt 
us, that we may not hinder each other, nor diſhonour . 
thee by our Contentions. Set a Watch, O Lord, be- 
fore my Mouth, and a Door with a Guard about my 
* Lips. Give me a meek, patient, humble ſpirit, 
that I do nothing through —_ or Vain-glory, 
but that I may patiently hear, and ſubmit to the rea- 
ſons of others. And finally, in all things diredt 
thy Servant into thoſe things which may tend moſt to 
. thy Glory, the good of thy Church, the Service of 
our Soveraign, and the Peace and Happineſs of my 
* Country, that when # ſhall appear before thy Tribu- 
nal to receive an Eternal Sentence, I may not periſh 
forever, but that thou mayeſt Remember me for 
| Good, and ſpare me in that day. Grant this, 0 
| Bleſſed Judg and Saviour, for thy own ſake. Amen. 
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